
Ordinary time week 8 – July 26, 2020 
For this service you will need (if you have it in your home) bread and juice 
for communion.   
 
Call to Worship and Opening prayer come from 
https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/2020/07/21/pentecost-8-proper-12a-2/ 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                    Rev. Dalstra 

*Passing of the Peace 

*Call to Worship  
One:   From the mustard seed a great and mighty shrub emerges. 
People:  Good things can come from something that seemed so  

insignificant! 
One:   The spore of the yeast can leaven the whole loaf of bread. 
People:  We can be those people who bring hope and peace to  

God’s world. 
One:   Let us praise the God of great and mighty wonders. 
 
 

*Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                                  
Lord, you place before us the images of the small–the tiny mustard 
seed, the grain of yeast, the small treasure–and remind us that we, 
though we think of ourselves as small, are not insignificant in your 
kingdom. Open our hearts and our spirits to you in thankful 
remembrance of the ways in which we can serve you throughout all 
our lives, in the way of Christ our Lord who taught us to pray, saying,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/2020/07/21/pentecost-8-proper-12a-2/


Epistle for the day   Romans  8:26-39                                           

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[q] with sighs 
too deep for words. 27 And God,[r] who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[s] intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.[t] 

28 We know that all things work together for good[u] for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.[v] 30 And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called 
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up 
for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who 
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for 
us.[w] 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                          Rev. Dalstra 

31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28128q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129r
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129s
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129t
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28130u
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28131v
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28136w


shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed in with[a] three measures of flour until 
all of it was leavened.” 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 
sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said 
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of 
his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

Message – God’s Goodness                                  Rev. Dalstra 

 
Pastoral Prayer                                         Rev. Dalstra 
 
Communion 
 Invitation to the Table                                                   Rev. Dalstra 

  Offering & Communion Prayer 
As you listen to the music, take time to center yourself on this sacred 
meal, that is shared in this space and in homes across the miles.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A31-33%2C+44-52&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23573a


Together we will take the bread and cup as the Words of Institution 
are shared at the conclusion of the music. 

 Words of Institution                                                       Rev. Dalstra 
 Prayer after Communion                                                  Rev. Dalstra 
 
*Blessing                                                                                                Rev. Dalstra 
 

 
 
 


