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Just a reminder that the Ruth Allen Circle 

will Not meet September 19, 2020. I was 

hoping we would be able to start up this 

September, but with all of the CWF 

meetings cancelled, and the rise in Covid

-19 cases, it is just not possible.  

I hope to have better news in October, 

continue to reach out and keep in touch 

with each other and pray we will be 

together soon.  

Stay well, 

Juanita Anderson  

Ruth Allen Circle Leader  



Current  
Concerns: 
Joe Bowen 
Jim Bowman 
Charles Bruns 
Steve Dennison 
Rollie Dorsey 
Nikolas Fullenkamp 
Dennis Garrett 
Emma Harvey 
Beverly Hershey 
Anna Hoarzey 
Jeanne Hoffmeister 
Ken Hoffmeister 
Marilyn Holmes 
Cyndi Johnn 
Josi Jones 
Karen Jones 
Tracy Kaylor 
Charles Kratzer 
Kratzer Family 
John Lott 
Amber McVeigh 
Joe Mattix 
Nicole Merschman 
Bonnie Meyers 
Bob Morawitz 
Tom Morrison 
Richard Newberry 
Pauline Nichols 
Randy Nielsen  
 & Family 
Dennis Pohlpeter 
Nick Rhode/Jessica 
Steve Rube I 
Robert Schlapia 
Oweda Schneider  

Jim Settles 
Bambi Smith 
Braylyn Stevens 
Serena Vincent  
 

Long-Term  
Concerns: 
Jan Bindewald 
Sam Cook-Ransdell 
Melba Crago 
Helena Dauma 
Tony Dixon 
Dennis Dowell 
Sue Dowell 
Daniel Drago 
Toni Gaylord 
Beverly Gobble 
Ora Halferty 
Terri Hampton 
Chase Harkey 
Randy Herbert 
Charles Kratzer 
Brody McKenzie 
Olivia Nord 
Beverly Oge 
Barb Peitz 
Dan Ramsey 
Cody Raines 
Nick Reuther 
Bill Seyb 
Ardelle Skillern 
Kielly Vermazen 
Frances Vikturek 
Mary Ward 
Shawna Williamson 
 
 
 

Military: 
Adam Baker 
Shane Bowman 
Allen Graydon 
Jody Ross 
Shawn Schneider 
Jared Watson 
All Veterans



by Pastor Leslie  

 

I celebrated my one-year anniversary as your pastor on 

September 3rd . What a year it has been! It has been totally 

unique! My family and I have made a lot of adjustments in our 

move and have delighted in the change of scenery and 

cherished the warm welcome that we received when moving 

here.  

The pandemic has added so much that was never anticipated 

nor planned for. Five months ago, I began thinking and saying 

“never have I ever …” “Never have I ever thought my 

daughter’s senior year would end so abruptly.” “Never have I 

ever thought I would be doing virtual worship from my home.” 

“Never have I ever thought I would send a child to college 

during a pandemic.” I am sure you have your own chorus of 

“never have I evers” to recount.  

The importance of community and connectivity are perhaps 

more important now than they have ever been. The coronavirus 

pandemic has caused us to show our care and compassion for 

others by distancing ourselves. When we face uncertain 

situations, we lean into the familiar rhythms and routines that 

offer us some stability. Some of the familiar has had to be put 

on hold and that has caused us grief and a feeling of 

uncertainty.  

What I have come to learn is that FCC is full of compassionate, 

caring, and generous people. While much has had to be put on 

pause, our care for one another has not. Please continue to 

reach out to one another. Calls, letters, and text messages can 

make someone’s day.  (cont. on next page) 

 



(cont.) 

What I have found through the conversations that I have with 

members of the church as well as other pastors in the area and 

beyond is that loneliness is increasing in our communities. 

Please know that I am available for conversation. All you need 

to do is reach out and I’ll be happy to chat.  

Centered in the goodness of God, we are committed to loving 

God and loving neighbor. We are created in the image of God 

who is slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and full of 

mercy. Consider each day how you can embody your love of 

God by reaching out to just one person outside of your 

household. We will get through this together. May our 

compassion, patience, generosity, and love continue to grow 

day by day.  

Mary Peacock will be turning 100 years old on Wednesday, 

September 16th, 2020. 

Our church would like to help her celebrate by having a card 

shower.  

Your cards may be sent to her at: 

101  22nd Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 

 

Thank you for sharing in this joyful occasion! 



2020 Reconciliation Ministry Offering 

Some Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, get your 

disciples under control!”  But he said, “If they kept quiet, the 

stones would do it for them, shouting praise.”  Luke 19:39-40 

MSG version 

It has been twenty years since we proclaimed our anti-racist 

and pro-reconciliation identity.  We keep trying it on to see if it 

fits.  Over and over again, we find that it does.  On September 

27th and October 5th, we will receive the Special Offering for 

Reconciliation Ministry in congregations.   

This year’s theme is fitting for our response to the sustained 

unrest that has propelled many to engage in social activism in 

small towns and major cities.   

The Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up, Speak Up, Stand Up based 

in Luke 19:36 -40, reminds us, that like those first-century 

disciples following Jesus into Jerusalem, that we must lift our 

voices to acknowledge the divine message and the divine 

messenger that is Christ with us.  We are the ones to break the 

silence of oppression and suppression of human dignity based 

on the color of a person’s skin or their nation of origin.    

The harmful impact of systemic racism has been lain bare in 

the health disparities of those impacted by the novel 

Coronavirus compelling us to ‘speak up’ naming the conditions 

that unjustly impact poor, black, and brown communities.  The 

extra-judicial treatment of black and brown bodies has 

compelled many to ‘show up’ in peaceful protests to affirm 

equitable treatment by law enforcement and to affirm human 

dignity for ALL.  (cont. on next page) 



(cont.) 

We, too, are compelled to ‘stand up’ to witness to Christ’s 

profound love on behalf of those who are without hope because 

of historic economic oppression and wealth disparities in our 

communities.   

Your generosity to Reconciliation Ministry strengthens the work 

and witness of congregations to be the vicarious presence of 

Christ where we serve.  Your giving promotes programs that 

provide anti-racism and pro-reconciliation education and 

resources such as our *“Choose Your Own Adventure” online 

bible study created by Disciples Peace Interns.  Your giving 

promotes inclusive worship and relationship-building through 

programs such as **One Bag of Tea conversation starter 

program. As well, your generosity funds grants that fuel 

advocacy like the Beloved Community mapping project of 

Greater Kansas City that connects congregations to community 

needs.   

Your generosity strengthens our voice to shout “Hosanna, 

Hosanna, blessed are WE, the ones who come in the name of 

Lord!”  We thank you in advance for your generous giving on 

Sunday, September 27th and Sunday, October 5th to 

Reconciliation Ministry! 

*Choose Your Own Adventure “A Parallel Journey” 

resource https://reconciliationministry.org/resources/ 

**One Bag of Tea program 

https://reconciliationministry.org/getinvolved/tea/ 

https://reconciliationministry.org/resources/
https://reconciliationministry.org/resources/C:/Users/Disciples/Documents/AMY%20McVeigh




First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


