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by Pastor Leslie  

We have been living into an adjusted 

worship service for in-person worship 

since the beginning of July. Our Covid-

19 response team has met most 

Wednesday evenings considering the 

latest updates on the virus. One thing 

we are certain of is that while in-person 

worship allows us to gather in our 

sanctuary for worship, it just doesn’t 

feel like what we are used to. This of 

course creates within us a disjointed 

feeling when coming together, rather 

than having a break from the 

pandemic, we are reminded of how 

present it is.  

(Cont. on page 3) 



(Cont.) 

This brings about feelings of lament and grief that reside 

alongside our joy of being together. For those who attend, 

we are aware of the empty spaces where others used to be 

in worship alongside us. You are missed!  

We have carefully made informed decisions about what 

elements we can keep in worship that create the lowest risk 

worship experience. We are intentionally keeping the service 

to 30 minutes. We collectively miss the tactical moments of 

embracing and shaking hands. We miss singing and raising 

our voices in praise. We miss the music of worship. We miss 

fellowship time and enjoying tasty treats and hot coffee. 

Unfortunately, these aspects of worship and fellowship 

would raise the risk level and so we are refraining for the 

time being from these moments of worship and fellowship 

that have been so meaningful to us all.  

Your team is working on creating a metric to determine 

when we would need to go back to phase 1, with only on-

line worship, as well as when we can move into phase 3. We 

will keep you informed as we make decisions. We appreciate 

your prayers and support. Please know that our 

conversations keep circling back to the safety and wellbeing 

of our worshipping community.  

If you are unable to attend in-person worship and have 

difficulties watching our service on-line, please let the office 

know if you would like to have a copy of the entire service 

mailed to your residence.  





We served the End of the Month Meal on Monday, July 

27.  We'd heard that the crowds were getting larger so we 

prepared for 100.  We served between 85 and 90 

meals...all take out.  The left over meals were again taken 

to our own church shut-ins and elderly.   

This time we served au gratin potatoes with ham, green 

beans, a tossed salad, roll and a couple of cookies.  One 

lady picked up 9 meals, only to return later to say how 

delicious the food was and thanks again!  Nice to hear. 

We delivered a meal to Jean Campbell.  She called me the 

next day to tell me how much she appreciated it and to 

get my address.  She then mailed me a note of thanks and 

made a contribution to the next End of the Month 

Meal.  What a sweet woman she was.  We will miss her. 

Many thanks to Deb K., Jan R., Sharon L., Chyanne L., 

Dianne H., Jeff M., Ken S. for preparing, serving and 

cleaning up. 

Thanks to Kelli M., Phyllis A., Dawn S., Linda S., Vicki L., 

Diane M., Betsy D., Sherri E. for bringing food. 

And a very grateful thanks to all who donated money to 

keep this ministry alive. 

Sharman S. 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


