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Again this year, the Fort Madison Care 

Connections will conduct its annual coat 

drive and giveaway.  If you would like to 

donate new or gently used warm clothing, 

you may leave them in the narthex on the 

bench by the front door any time between 

now and Thursday, October 22nd.  We can 

always use coats, scarves, gloves, hats, 

socks, anything warm, in men's, women's, 

and children's sizes. 

If you know anyone in need of warm 

clothing, please tell them about this 

event.  It will be held on Saturday, 

October 24th, from 11:00 to 2:00 at the 

Salvation Army Dimond Center, which is 

located at 14th Street and Avenue 

M.  Because of the Covid-19, this year we 

are allowing only one shopper per 

family.  That person should bring a list of 

sizes for the family members they are 

shopping for. (Continued on page 3) 



(Cont.) Volunteers are also needed.  If you would like to help with 

set-up, where we unpack and separate the men's, women's and 

children's clothes into different areas, please come to the Dimond 

Center the day before the event, Friday, October 23rd, between 

10:00 and 2:00.  Also, shopping assistants are needed on the day of 

the event, to direct the shoppers to where they need to go, offer 

them bags, etc.  This is always a rewarding experience because the 

people are so grateful, probably this year more than ever. 

If you have any questions,  

please contact Linda Smith 

by Pastor Leslie 

I don’t know about you, but I never imagined back in March that we 

would still be navigating our way forward through the coronavirus 

pandemic in October.  We have all had to adjust, adapt, and grieve 

big and small losses.  Much like a community responding to a 

natural disaster, hoped-for events, celebrations and ministries are 

put on hold while immediate needs are met.   

After Hurricane Ike devastated the gulf coast and the community 

where I ministered, I worked with various non-profit organizations 

along with the United Way, to meet new needs created by the 

destruction of the hurricane.  We committed to the long-term work 

of recovery that is measured in years rather than weeks.  

Much has been shifted and been put on hold during the pandemic 

due to limitations and restrictions that reflect our care for the entire 

community, especially the most vulnerable among us.   

While I am a planner who likes to project forward with dreams of 

where we can be down the road, I have found that I need to shorten 

my expectations.  I have been seeking God’s presence and a sense 

of accomplishment in daily or weekly plans rather than 6 months 

from now. 



 

We are called to greet each day with its unique challenges, barriers, 

and hoped-for moments filled with joy, welcoming each moment 

through the lens of opportunities to grow, to learn and adapt in 

faithfulness. I invite you to join me in daily considering how you can 

reflect the faithfulness of God.   

“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear 

that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come 

from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 

but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our 

bodies.” ~ 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 

We can easily be driven to despair, especially today.   

Our concern can easily become an embedded fear, that heightens 

our anxiety and stress.  God meets our concern with compassion, 

our despair with hope, our fear with love, and our anxiety with 

peace.  We are called to embody these spiritual gifts. Our metric of 

measuring our daily, weekly, and monthly expectations can be based 

on expanding our patience and grace with ourselves and with 

others.  With hopefulness that God will be faithful and 

compassionate in our time of great need. 

October is the month to show our pastor how much we 

appreciate her and all the work she does for our community.  

Like last year, we are asking the congregation to bring in 

cards and notes for Pastor Leslie. We will be setting up a 

basket in the narthex for you to place them in.  

The basket will be in the Narthex until the end of October. 

Thank you! 

 

 



We have overheard many people wondering if we can just throw 

2020 out the window and start over.  Wouldn’t that be 

wonderful!  However as soon as we joke, lament, or pray for that 

ability, we also realize that there still is much happening in 2020 

that we are grateful for.  In a completely unprecedented time, we 

are called to remain faithful to God’s call in our lives.  Perhaps never 

before in our lifetime has the church been more vital, for we provide 

hope to those who are in despair, love where there is fear, calm 

where there is anxiety, community where there is loneliness and 

isolation, peace where there is worry, and abundance where there is 

scarcity.  

As we look back on the past 12 months, there is much we can be 

grateful for.  Last fall we warmly welcomed Pastor Leslie and her 

family into our congregation with a meaningful installation service 

and a wonderful fellowship meal.  We have together served Christ 

through worthwhile ministries and we have also adapted and 

adjusted to the global pandemic that will mark 2020 in ways we had 

never anticipated nor planned for. 

As faithful stewards of our resources, we have cared for our 

staff.  We decided early on in the pandemic to care for our part time 

staff by continuing to pay them, even when we were unable to 

utilize their gifts and talents. 

As faithful stewards of God’s visions and dreams for our 

community we have embarked on new ministries! In the past year 

we participated in the YMCA’s trunk or treat event, Halloween at Old 

Settlers Park, a Parish Partner’s Christmas Open House to support 

our backpack ministry for Head Start children, and A Bed for Every 

Child ministry.  We introduced a children’s moment in our 9 a.m. 

service during the Advent season and launched our Lenten season 

with a silent retreat. 



 

As faithful stewards of our musical talent we have offered 

two unique musical opportunities for our members and staff to 

participate in.  Our talented musicians provide meaningful worship 

for us all, enabling us to sing our faith!  Their flexibility to adjust 

during the pandemic has been commendable. 

As faithful stewards of the Good News, we have committed to 

the discipline of group study.  Our children’s Sunday morning 

education hour and women’s bible study met weekly prior to the 

pandemic and in addition we hosted a youth bible study that went 

virtual when the pandemic hit.  We also have had two additional 

short term adult studies, one in-person and the other virtually.   

As faithful stewards of community building and fellowship, 

our congregation has offered support to a strong women’s fellowship 

whose fellowship and outreach are commendable.  CWF has 

provided funeral meals as a sign of care, respect and abiding love 

for our community.   

As faithful stewards of our gifts and talents, doors have been 

unlocked, air conditioning has been turned on, offering has been 

collected and counted, friends and family members have been prayed 

for, fellowship treats have been carefully made or purchased and 

offered, warm coffee has been prepared, seasonal decorations have 

added a special touch, children have been welcomed, graduating 

seniors have been celebrated in a unique pandemic way! In small and 

big ways our elders and deacons have served our community 

faithfully.  They have visited with our homebound and provided the 

bread of life and the cup of forgiveness to our wider community.   

As faithful stewards of our space we have welcomed in the 

community to study, to shoot hoops and to learn.  We are proud to 

have room to offer for our neighbors! 

As faithful stewards of our unique call to unity and 

ecumencism, we have remained committed to a number of other 

ministries in our community and beyond. Our Love Fund has helped 

the growing number of families that have experienced additional 

financial hardship during the pandemic.   



 

Together we have supported the Care Connections Coat Drive and 

our local food pantry; we have hosted the End of the Month Meals, 

the Parish Partners Backpack Ministry, and Christmas for Kids/Teens; 

we have rung the bells for the Salvation Army; and we have 

supported our denomination through the Disciples' Special Offerings 

and by giving well over 5% of our income to the Disciples Mission 

Fund, supporting the Upper Midwest Region and General Church. 

Our learning curve with the pandemic has been huge.  We have had 

to adjust our Sunday worship expectations.  We have had to 

postpone so many activities that bring us together.  We have leaned 

into grace and patience when our storehouse was thin.  With 

cancelations and adjustments we have remained steadfast to our 

God! 

Our reach beyond our community grew exponentially with FB Live 

worship, daily devotions and meditations on our FB page.  We are 

committed to providing a moment to center daily in God’s presence 

during this trying time.  

Your generous donations to the church have made all of these 

ministries possible!  We are grateful for your willingness to follow in 

the way of Christ and to help build upon the mission and vision we 

share.  Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with our 

community! 

Sincerely,  

Ken Steeples, Linda Smith, Mark Wise and Rev. Dalstra 



The End of the Month Meal is earlier than usual this November.  Due to 

the Thanksgiving holiday, St John's moved it up a week.  First 

Christian Church is to provide the meal for Monday, November 16. 

The menu:  Turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy on the 

side.  Green beans and a roll.   

I'm asking for donations of salad and dessert.  I would like them all to 

be the same again to make it easier for take out.   

For salads I would like cranberry-apple-orange relish.  I have attached 

a recipe that requires a food processor.  If you want to use your own 

recipe please make enough to serve 16.  If you use my recipe, please 

double it.  I need 6 volunteers. 

For dessert I would like pumpkin bars.  We need to plan on at least 

100 meals, so I will need 5 volunteers to bring 2 dozen bars.   

last month we served 109.  It seems to keep growing.  Any leftover 

meals will be taken to our church family shut ins. 

Call me to let me know if you are willing to make a salad or 

dessert...or if you would like to help serve or clean up. 

Donations are always appreciated.  You can include a donation with 

your church giving by designating the amount on your envelop. 

Thanks! 

Sharman Steeples 

Cranberry-apple-orange relish recipe 

serves 8 - PLEASE DOUBLE THIS RECIPE 

1 large sweet apple peeled, cored and roughly chopped 

1 bag cranberries 

1 navel orange (no seeds) cut into quarters (including rind) 

3/4 cup sugar 

1 tsp ground ginger 

1 pinch table salt 

Pulse all ingredients in a food processor until mixture resembles 
coarse meal.  Refrigerate for 1 to 2 days for flavors to full develop. 
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