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to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

For the first time, The First Christian Church 

will participate this year in the YMCA’s annual 

Trunk or Treat event.  This is the 3rd year for 

the Y to sponsor it.  We will take a car with a 

decorated trunk or cargo space and hand out 

candy and possibly small toys.  We could also 

have a game or something like that.  We could 

use your candy donations, unused toys, and 

your imagination.   

The event will be held at the YMCA parking lot 

on Friday, October 25th from 5:30 pm to 7:30 

pm.   

This year when you pick up your Trick or Treat 

candy, grab an extra bag for this fun event! 



September 22, 2019 

Shut ins: Sue Bowman 

& Jim Bowman 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: John Peitz 

Deacon: Donna Block 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Donna Block 

Liturgist: Dawn Wilson 

Usher: Rocky Aschbrenner 

Communion Prep 

Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Jessi Pohlpeter 

Fellowship Angels 

Sharon Loffler 

& Mel Holtkamp 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Kelli Metcalf 

& Jan Richers 

 

September 29, 2019 

Shut ins:  Joy Kuper 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Ken Steeples 

Deacon: Diana Wilson 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Ken Steeples 

Deacon: Jean Kratzer 

Liturgist: Ken Steeples . 

Usher: Jean Kratzer 

Communion Prep 

 Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Jessi Pohlpeter 

Fellowship Angels 

Dianne Hope  

 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Kelli Metcalf 

& Jan Richers 



World Communion Sunday falls on October 6th.  On this day we are mindful 

of Christians across the globe gathering with the Spirit’s blessing, as they 

break bread and pour cup as guests of Christ’s holy table.  Especially on 

this day, we are mindful of the global church that we are part of, that  

gathers in grand cathedrals, on hill tops, in mud huts, in storefronts, in  

historic country churches, around kitchen tables, in home churches, and in 

meeting houses; all around the world.  As members of the restoration 

movement, that seeks to unify all Christians, this is a great day for the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)! 

Our lectionary readings this year are guiding us through the gospel of 

Luke.  One could argue that Luke has Jesus eating his way through his 

gospel!  We find Jesus eating with all sorts of people, as he makes the 

peaceable kingdom realized when bread is broken and wine is shared.     

On the first Easter Sunday, Luke tells us that two distraught disciples on 

their way to Emmaus, finally recognize the risen Christ when he breaks 

bread and shares cup. 

This year as a way of celebrating, the worship ministry team invites you to 

bring bread or jam to worship.  I want you to think BIG.  What is the      

favorite bread you share in your family?  Is it a traditional white loaf?  

Maybe it is Rye?  Is it store bought or homemade? Or perhaps you prefer 

pumpkin bread or another type of sweet bread.  If your family is like mine, 

it might be donuts or tortillas.   

The plan is to have an abundance of bread (in all of its forms, from loafs, 

to scones, to donuts, to flatbreads or tortillas, etc.) on the communion    

table and then after worship we will break the bread and share in          

fellowship time between services.  The left overs will then be brought back 

in and placed on the table for the second service.  Who knows, perhaps we 

will engage in some conversation about our favorite breads as we lather 

them in butter and jam.   

This will also allow us in a less formal way to break bread with our entire 

congregation (between the two services). 

Platers, bread baskets, butter and jam are welcome as well.   

Thank you in advance for your grace in trying out something new for your 

pastor!   

~ Grace and peace, Pastor Leslie 



Thank You 
Fort Madison Food Pantry would like to say thank you to everyone who 

donated.  

“Because of  friends like you, we can make a difference in the lives of  our 

neighbors. Thank you for sharing what you have with those less fortunate.”  

Sincerely, Lin Cramer, President  

The Fort Madison Care Connections organization will be holding 

their annual coat drive and giveaway next month, so it’s not too 

early to start going through those closets.  

New and gently used coats of all sizes are needed, but we always 

run short of children’s.  In addition to coats, we also provide   

other warm clothing like socks, scarves, gloves, sweaters,       

sweatshirts, hats, robes, pajamas, fuzzy onesies, etc.   

Please help.  The recipients are always so thankful.  

The ladies of our church are invited to a salad bar luncheon 

sponsored by the Disciples Women of the First Christian Church 

in Keokuk.  It will be held at their church at 3476 Main Street in 

Keokuk on Saturday, October 19 at noon.  The speaker will be 

Joyce Buckert of Carthage, who will present information on the 

Orphan Trains.   

Reservations are due by October 14;  

Please contact Linda Smith, 372-3036, before that date if you 

are interested in attending. Carpooling will be available.  



We will be collecting for Hurricane Dorian relief through the 

month of September.  Our donations will go to Week of        

Compassion, so we know they will be used where they can help 

the most.  If you would like to donate, please make your check 

payable to First Christian Church and put “Hurricane Relief” on 

the memo line or on your offering envelope, so we can put it in 

the right fund.  Then we will send a check from our 

church.   Thank you! 

I’m excited to get to know everyone!  Sunday mornings can be 

hectic for a pastor, so while I appreciate the short moment I have 

to greet everyone, I would really like to get to know you all     

better in a more relaxed environment.  At your earliest          

convenience, please take a moment to call, text or email me so 

that we can arrange a time and location to meet up, if we have 

not already.  If you have children, we can meet at one of the 

parks after work and school.  I reserve Mondays for worship/

sermon preparation and study, I am available to meet          

Tuesday—Thursday and Sunday afternoons!  

(915) 342-3536 (cell phone) 

fccfmpastor@gmail.com (email) 



10/02 David & Jane Schevers 

10/08 Cody & Keegan Swan 

10/13 Ricky & Donna Block 

10/13 Daniel & Diana Wilson 

 

10/01 Kimber Dall 

10/03 Lyn Newberry 

10/03 Brad Willson 

10/07 Kenneth Beebe 

10/14 Jordan Hennigar 

10/15 Jeanette      

      Bohnenkamp 

10/15 Nanette Loffler 

10/15 Dean Kratzer 

10/17 Ben Hull 

10/18 Jonathan Seyb 

10/20 Kelli Metcalf 

10/20 Carrie Kruse 

10/21 Arthur Nash 

10/21 Anna Kester 

10/21 James Bowman 

10/22 John Peitz 

10/22 Jeanne Hogan 

10/28 Alexus Beebe 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


