
 

Ordinary time week 17 – September 27, 2020  
Call to Worship and Opening prayer have been adapted and come from  
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/  

  
Welcome and Announcements  

Passing of the Peace  

Call to Worship 
One:   We follow, so God can teach us 

goodness and love for each person 
People: We will complete God's love 

by having the same compassion as God. 
One:  We come, so Jesus can lead us 

into lives of service. 
People: We will complete Jesus' hopes 

by putting others before ourselves. 
One:  We come, so the Spirit can help us 

to empty ourselves for God and those around us. 
People: We will complete the Spirit's peace 

by sharing our lives with others. 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  
Because all lives are Yours, Mercy Rememberer, grace is offered in 
softened hearts and children wandering corn mazes; hope is heard 
from grandparents' stories and parables lived out by neighbors; 
wonder is found in scientific minds and builders of sandcastles. 
 
Because all justice is Yours, Self Emptier, transform our minds  so we 
can challenge hatred; temper our stubbornness and transfigure us for 
service; reshape our selfish desires into gifts for all who have nothing. 
 
Because all hope is Yours, Sharing Spirit, stretch our hearts  with 
compassion that does not break; tickle our serious natures with lap-
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climbing kids who tell silly jokes; humble our arrogance with the 
willingness to stand with those who are suffering.  
 
Because all is Yours, even us, God in Community, Holy in One, we pray 
as we are taught, saying ,Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen.  

Psalter Reading – Psalm 25:1-9 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. Oh my God, in you I trust; do not let 
me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. 3 Do not let 
those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are 
wantonly treacherous. 
 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in 
your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 
wait all day long. 
 
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they 
have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for 
your goodness' sake, O Lord! 
 
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the 
way.  He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his 
way. 
 

 
Scripture:  Matthew 21:23-32 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus 
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 



things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 
human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if 
we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will 
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father[a] went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did 
not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

Message -  Changing Your Mind 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 

Invitation to Communion  

Offering Prayer 
Communion Prayer 
 

Communion Music 

       Words of Institution  

Prayer after communion  
 

Blessing  
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Post worship reflection 
These questions can be reflected upon alone or in community. 
 
Consider how your mistakes have shaped your life.  Have they created 
regret or resentment?  If so allow yourself to release those regrets and 
resentments today.  Give yourself permission to not allow them to 
have authority over your life anymore. 
 
Is there a question that you have been wrestling with?  Consider how 
your answer can either hinder or expand your relationship with God. 
 
When has your commitment to patterns of the past hindered your 
ability to remain faithful to the gospel (i.e. loving God and loving 
neighbor)? 
 
Consider how we are called to be dependable to transformation. 


