
 

Second Sunday in Advent 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to this time of worship! 
 
Please make sure to have communion elements with you. 
 
You can register your attendance with the link posted on this video.  
 
Your offering can be mailed to the church or given on line. 
 
There are daily devotions and meditations posted Monday – Saturday 
on our FB page. 
 
In lieu of ringing the bell for the Salvation army we are collecting 
donations for their organization.  You can either designate a gift 
online through our website or send a check to the church with S.A. in 
the memo section. 
 
We are also collecting toys for kids and teens on Saturday from 10 to 
noon you can drop off a toy for a child or a monetary donation to 
enable the organization to purchase gift cards for teens. The office 
will be open this week, if you want to drop your gifts off then instead 
of the weekend. Mailed in donations need to be received by the 17th. 
 
 

Passing of the Peace 
Forgiven reconciled, and free let us pass the peace of Christ. 

 

 
  

   

  



 

Call to Worship 
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

One:  John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.”                                                                           

               So, family of faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?  

 

All:  We silence the inner critic.                                                                                          

 We let go of busy thoughts.                                                                                                                         

    We make space for God to speak.  

 

One: How do we prepare our hearts for worship?  

 

All:  We bless all emotions.                                                                                                

 We feel what we feel.                                                                                                                      

   We open ourselves up to be moved.  

 

One: How do we prepare our bodies for worship?  

 

All:  We take in the scent, sight, and feel of our space.                                                                                                      

We breathe in God’s mercy.                                                                                                                      

   We exhale God’s love.  

 

One: How do we prepare our souls for worship?  

 

All:  We bring our full selves into this space.                                                                                    

We wear our hearts on our sleeves.                                                                                                                         

We trust that even now, God is here.  

 

         Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must live out in    

              our daily lives.   So, prepare the way. Let us worship God. 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 

 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


Comfort of the ages, You come: so You can fill our empty places 
with Your hope; so You can level our pride with Your call to serve the 
vulnerable; so You can smooth our toughened hearts with Your 
tenderness. 
 
Herald of Good News: when we hunger for exaltation, You feed us 
with humility; when we trip over sin, You gather us up in love; 
when we become satisfied with our faith, You shake us with your 
Messenger. 
 
Spirit of Advent: give us the gift of patience; when we overflow with 
stress, soothe us with Your serenity; when we are overwhelmed, cover 
us in Your compassion. 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, surround us with Your presence, 
and fill us with your love, as we lift the prayer taught to us by Jesus, 
saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen 

 

Opening Song – Comfort, Comfort You My People 

Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God; 
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.  
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over. 
 

For the herald’s voice is calling in the desert far and near, bidding us 
to make repentance since the reign of God is here.   
O that warning cry obey!  Now prepare for God away;  
let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 
 
Make you straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places 
plain; 



 let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of our God now o’er earth is shed abroad;  
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy – The Candle of Peace  

A prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

A: I dream of the first pitch of opening season.  
B: I dream of a laundry day, where each sock finds its mate.  
A: I dream of family home for the holidays.  
B: I dream of good books and homemade meals.  
A: I dream of sunset drives with the windows down.  
B: These are beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams. 
A: I dream of conversations across party lines.  
B: I dream of more bridges and less walls.  
A: I dream of more laughter and less fear.  
B: I dream of more listening and less tears.  
A: But most of all, I dream of peace like a river. 
B: Today we light the candle of peace. 
 
Light candle.  
 
B: May it remind us that there is another way. Amen.  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
A prayer adapted from Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 

God of Peace, we must admit, there are a million things on our minds. 

We would like to be as focused as John the Baptist – preparing the 

way, gathering the crowd, spreading the word of your arrival.  Maybe 

then we’d know peace.  However, more often than not, we are a 

swirling complication of grocery lists, text messages, e-mails, and 

over- referenced to-do lists.  So today, we ask for Your help in 

preparing the way.  Starting with our ears and then maybe move to our 

hearts as we hear these ancient words.  Breathe life into the stories, 

breathe Your peace into us, we pray.  Amen. 



Hebrew Scripture – Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings;[a] 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,[b] 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-18430a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-18430b


his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

 

Gospel Reading – Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[b] 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c] 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,[d] 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 

4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from 
the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 
have baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize you with[g] the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 

Message – Waiting and being found 

Today the candle of peace joins the candle of hope as we explore two 
classic Advent texts that open us to Isaiah’s and John’s dreams.  
Dreams of longing, of repair, of comfort, of God finding us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24214b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24215c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24215d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24217e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24221f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:1-8&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24221g


When I lived in the desert southwest, I traveled to southern 
Albuquerque New Mexico twice a year for a retreat with colleagues.  
In the stark desert landscape, we gathered at the Norbertine guest 
house on the grounds of the Norbertine Community of Santa Maria De 
La Vid to rest and reconnect. 

In the height of stress and the demands of parenting and ministry, I 
would count down the days until the retreat would begin.  Grateful for 
the companionship and support that awaited me there but also the 
silence and sense of being in a place that is set apart and sacred.  My 
frequency of visits over time became a moment of homecoming. Of 
returning to a sacred space that allowed for growth and renewal. 

Walking the desert paths, encountering road runners and jack 
rabbits, I was always pleasantly reminded that God is found in the 
wilderness.  Apart and away from all that distracts us in our daily 
living.  Stripped down to the basics and simplicity, I was able to 
confront my own obstacles to growth, my growing edges, and my 
vulnerabilities and spaces in need of comfort and grace. 

On the grounds is the chapel of Saint John the Baptist.  It is a small 
structure with space to pray and contemplate.  Simple southwest 
architecture creates welcome with a basin of holy water, a fireplace, 
and benches carved out of the same stucco material that covers the 
walls. 

John’s likeness is carved into a metal statue that stands outside of the 
chapel with hands cupped.  Reminding me every time of his invitation 
to repent, to release, to grow. 

Today’s readings teach us that God is found in the wilderness, 
providing a way forward.  We have all been wandering in the 
wilderness of a global pandemic this year.  We have not been able to 
meet God in the usual places, in our sanctuary, in acts of service and 
learning.  With family and friends around table.  Our daily patterns 
and routines have been altered. We have adjusted to cancelations and 
postponements.    

Enclosed in our homes, our lives have added layers of both simplicity 
and complexity during this pandemic. The wilderness has made its 
home among us and brought to us added layers of waiting. 



Let’s admit it, waiting can be hard. 

Our technology that delivers instant answers that alerts us as soon as a 
news story is ready to read, that gives us the ease of clicking and 
purchasing without having to leave our couch perhaps has poorly 
prepared us for pandemic waiting. 

Into our altered expectations, our pandemic wilderness waiting, we 
hear words of comfort and presence.  The second week of Advent 
draws us into the dream of peace that comes from the comfort of God. 

Israel’s story is a story of promise and waiting.   

In Advent we heighten our awareness that faithfulness involves 
waiting, of honing the art of patience.  Into the long waiting the exiles 
faced, Isaiah cries out “Comfort, comfort my people …” 

This week I came across a theologian that suggests something more 
than the surface understanding of this phrase. Rather than a hoped-
for plea, “Comfort my people” the proclamation can be received as 
joyful astonishment. A declaration – God will comfort God’s people.  
God desires the people’s exile to end and that they receive the comfort 
of God. 

The exile will not last forever.  Although the people have sinned and 
rebelled, God has remained faithful and calls for God’s servants to 
prepare a way home for the exiles.  God is not waiting for everyone to 
be 100 percent faithful.  There is not a measure, a point in which God 
is waiting for the people to reach in order for God to respond.  In other 
words, God’s action is not dependent upon the people’s response.  It is 
as if God is impatient for relationship, for release, for reunion and is 
saying I will come to you no matter what.  I will remove every obstacle 
along the way, mountains will be leveled, valleys will be filled in, the 
rough ways will be made smooth, so that you can receive my comfort. 

Metaphor is employed to harken the memory of another wilderness 
journey that lasted for 40 years in the inhospitable desert as the 
liberated slaves journeyed toward the Promised Land. 

This second exodus, a direct route through the Syrian Desert between 
Babylon and Judea is imagined.  Provision and the absence of 



obstacles is dreamed in what is an arid, waterless wilderness.  Once 
more the people will follow God to the land of promise.  

Stark contrasts build reflecting the mercy and steadfast love of God.  
Despite their sin, God has remained faithful.  The human condition is 
highlighted in poetic form, grass withers, flowers fade.  Pointing to our 
fragility, yet God is powerful and able to gather, carry, and gently 
lead. 

Mark introduces his gospel message by echoing the promise of Isaiah. 
De-centering God, apart from temple and sanctuary and common 
places of gathering, God is to be found out in the wilderness. 

 I love this passage because it is so visual, John’s dress and diet remind 
us of the prophet Elijah.  John is an ascetic, living in intentional 
community, set apart from what we would label as “normal” life.  He is 
apart and away from the comforts of life in the wilderness.  In Greek, 
the word that is translated as “wilderness” or “desert” is eremos and it 
means uninhabited, lonely and without human population.   

There is an immediacy to Mark’s gospel, in part because he uses the 
word “immediately” continually throughout his book but also because 
he does not share in a long explanation of how Jesus came to be.  He 
shies away from the genealogies we find in Matthew and Luke and the 
stories of Jesus before he began his ministry. He does not begin on a 
cosmic level like the gospel writer John, instead Mark begins with 
John the Baptist, who reimagines Isaiah 40.  Under the oppressive rule 
of Rome, comfort and a pathway in the desert are much needed 
words. 

As Fred Craddock wrote “although the coming of Christ is a new thing 
God is doing, it is not without a past.  John’s preaching is news, good 
news, but is has a history, a memory.  Memory is the soil in which hope 
survives, and that which is remembered is the promise of a faithful 
God.” 

In this passage John reminds us that Advent happens on the edge, 
offering us a space to repent, to release and to be comforted.  Unlike in 
prior years where we might contemplate where we could go to 
experience a wilderness moment, we are living it.  Hear the good news 



that God is in the wilderness.  Providing a way forward, offering us 
comfort. Able to remove obstacles.   

John’s location is significant in this story, he is in Jordan River, the 
last place on the highway that the returning exiles would pass through 
before returning to their homeland.  He situates himself where the 
people would have this memory of the journey their ancestors took, 
reminding them that God liberates, God delivers, and God provides. 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ according to Mark 
begins in this threshold moment.  On the edge of promise and 
fulfillment, John offers us space to release. 

It beings with repentance – in community he offers a space for 
confession.  For naming all of the obstacles we cling to that separate us 
from God.  All of our excuses and manipulations that place us above 
and apart from our neighbor.  All of the ways we lean into division and 
hatred rather than love and compassion. All of the pain and dis-ease 
that we have become accustomed to.  All of the unbearable grief and 
intolerable regret that accompanies us – John offers to us release. 

 John offers the simple invitation, apart and away from the 
distractions of daily living, metanonia – repent, change your mind.   

It takes us back to the waters of baptism, where we stand ready to 
follow in the way of Christ.  It begins with repentance and faithfulness 
a response to the advent of God into our lives. 

It begins with the news that God is coming to us. 

To meet us exactly where we are.  In the middle of a pandemic.  In the 
middle of everything else going on in our lives.  In our waiting.  In our 
despair.  In our impatience.  In our frustration.  At the edge of what we 
believe we can handle. 

In our hope. 

In our peace. 

God comes.  Because God is impatient for us and desires to be known.  
Because God desires to meet us in our dis-ease and offer us comfort. 



Back when we lived in Hannibal Missouri, our next-door neighbor had 
a daughter about 5 years older than Eva.  Eva was two at the time and 
her friend would come over after school to play.  Their favorite game 
was hide and seek.  This friend would find the most challenging places 
for us to find Eva.  She hid her in our laundry hamper and deep within 
our closet.  Not too long after she was hiding, Eva would start to say, 
“come find me.” 

For small children, the fun is not in finding the best spot so that you 
are never found, but in the finding.  In the discovery. 

Advent is about being found.   

John the Baptist reminds us that we are good at hiding from God.  
Intentionally and unintentionally.   

Standing in the waters of the Jordan, John awakens us to God’s 
calling, “ready or not, here I come!”   

Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer 

God of Peace, we gladly meet You in our wilderness moments.  
Surprised by Your companionship.  Grateful for Your words of 
comfort.   

You find us in the wilderness of despair and loneliness.  You abide 
with us in our wilderness of fear and anger.  You call us from our 
wilderness of alienation and stubborn selfishness.  Wrapped in our 
ego turned into a new idol, You offer us repentance found in life giving 
waters.  Thank You for abundant forgiveness, for fresh starts and for 
the promise of reconciliation. 

Attune our ears to hear other voices in the wilderness.  The voices of 
the marginalized, the voices of the oppressed and downtrodden.  May 
their dreams and yearnings be our own. 

Abide with us in the breaking down and building up that is part of the 
holy work of reconciliation.  Cover us with Your dream of a peaceable 
kingdom where all are valued, where bellies are filled, where love and 
forgiveness flow deeply throughout the community. 



May every obstacle to faithfulness be illuminated, so that mountains 
of fear and anxiety can be brought leveled, as the valleys of despair 
are filled with compassion, comfort and love. 

So that the rough places where hatred and discrimination exist are 
smoothed out through the faithful work of reconciliation and peace. 
 
Together we lift up the health of our community.  We pray for our 
medical, front line workers who serve despite fatigue and exhaustion.  
We pray for the sick and the dying and lift up the prayers that we hold 
in sacred silence… 
 

Fill us today with your peace.  Gratefully we pray  Amen. 

Invitation to Offering 

One way we prepare for the coming of Christ is by supporting the 
ministry and mission of our church.  To share the good news, to offer 
comfort and help and provide newness of life.  May our gifts reflect 
God’s generosity. 

Offering prayer 

Holy One bless these offerings we give to You today.  Offered in 
faithfulness to support Your dream of a peaceable kingdom.  Amen. 

Holy Communion 
Communion Invitation 
 
Christ our host, is eager for everyone to come to this holy meal. 
As we prepare our tables, nestled within our homes, 
that are made sacred with the gifts of God, 
the bread of life and the cup of forgiveness. 
It is here that we actively wait,  
we prepare, and we live into holy expectations 
that through Christ the obstacles that keep us from fully living in 
God’s kingdom here on earth will be removed. 
That a peaceable kingdom can be realized. 



We come from our wilderness places to hear once again that we 
are beloved children of God, worthy of a place at this table of 
grace and forgiveness. 
 
Communion Prayer 
As your Spirit moves upon the gifts of the bread and the cup, may 
You touch us with unexpected peace.  Awaken us to Your dream 
of shalom peace realized at this table of grace.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
On the final night that Jesus ate with his disciples, he took the 

daily bread from the table, blessed it and broke it and gave it to 

them saying “as you eat this bread remember me.”   

He then took a cup of wine, warm and earthy - from the table and 

said “this is the cup of the new covenant poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Drink this and remember me.” 

Prayer after communion 
Holy One, nourished well at Your table of grace, fill us with your 
vision of peace and wholeness.  May we feed the lost with the 
bread of peace and comfort found only in You.  Amen. 
 

A song of sending forth – Revive Us Again 

We praise Thee, O God, for the Son of Your Love 
For Jesus who died and is now gone above 
 
We praise You, O God, for Your Spirit of light 
Who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 



All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain 
Who has borne all our sins and has cleansed every stain 
 
Revive us again, fill our hearts with Your love 
May our souls be rekindled with fire from above 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, amen! 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, amen! 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, amen! 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah amen! 
Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Revive us again. 
 
Revive us again. 

 

Blessing 

May God meet you in your dreaming to show you a new way to go. 
May God awaken you to the work that needs your attention. 
May you be blessed with the presence of the one who was, who is and 
who will be this Advent season.  Amen.  

 

Post Worship Reflection 
 



Consider what area of your life needs to hear the words “Comfort.”  

Invite God to offer you comfort.  

 

John the Baptist calls for us to prepare the way, consider how you can 

help continue the legacy of faithfulness in our congregation and 

beyond. 
 

“In the midst of darkness, light breaks in. In the midst of despair, hope 

erupts. After long waiting, a branch will sprout. The complete 

fulfillment of God’s promises has not yet happened, but it is coming. 

Such is Advent faith, and Advent hope.” Kathryn M. Schifferdecker 

 
 
 

 


