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The Present Time 

Currently experts are trying to read the future for us. Economists are    

spending a lot of time with statistics, so they can tell us which way the       

economy is moving. Odds makers are analyzing baseball and basketball 

teams, so they can predict which teams will win games. And pollsters are    

interviewing people so they can tell us which way public opinion is going prior 

to the next presidential election. 

To be successful at forecasting you must have both information and skill. The 

weather forecaster has to know what the barometric pressures are. The   

economist has to have the figures on the gross national product. The pollster 

needs to get information about what groups of voters say they are going to do 

on election day. But even with all the data each expert must interpret the   

information. 

Jesus used weather forecasting as an illustration. Luke, the Gospel writer, 

records Jesus saying: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at 

once, `A shower is coming' and so it happens. And when you see the south 

wind blowing you say, `There will be scorching heat;' and so it happens. You 

Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky;    

but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?"  

(Luke 12:54-59 NRSV) 

This question has caused a lot of discussion about what Jesus intended. I 

think he was interested in helping people discover what the possibilities are 

for folks to be faithful to God. You see Jesus himself was a sign, and he was 

asking, “Can you see what God is doing in this time? … in your life? 

There may even be an urgency in Christ's question, “Why Do You Not Know 

How To Interpret The Present Time?" People were missing the meaning of 

who they were and what they were doing. They were not able to see the future 

taking place right in front of them. So, they were not doing the things today, 

to help them be ready for tomorrow.  

Jesus' question is to us too: Why do WE not know how to interpret the present 

time? The question Jesus asked pushes us to understand what God's will is for 

me. What God’s will is for our church.  

Let’s look together for new directions and old pathways that will lead us     

into the future of God’s intended ministry for us as individuals and               

for our congregation. 

Dann 



March 24, 2019 

Shut ins:  

Jeff  Metcalf  & Rocky Aschbrenner 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder:  

Kelli Metcalf 

Deacon:  Vicki Lair 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeff  Metcalf 

Deacon: Donna Block 

Liturgist: Jeff  Metcalf 

Usher: Joe Bowen 

Communion Prep 

Vickie Lair 

Fellowship Angels 

Roger & Jane Poage 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

   Kelli Metcalf 



April 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

9:30 am CWF 

Executive 

Board Meet-

ing 

2 

9 am CBS 

3 

6 pm Disci-

ples Men  

7:15pm Choir 

4 

9 am Hoops 

10 am Bible 

Study 

5 

 

6 

10:00 am 

Ruth Allen 

Circle 

7 8 

 

9 

9 am CBS 

10 

6 pm Disci-

ples Men  

7:15pm Choir 

11 

9 am Hoops 

10 am Bible 

Study 

12 13 

 

14 15 16 

9am CBS 

17 

WIC 

6 pm  Disci-

ples Men  

7:15pm Choir 

18 

WIC 

9 am Hoops 

10 am Bible 

Study 

19 

WIC 

20 

 

21 22 23 

9am CBS 

24 

6 pm Disci-

ples Men 

7:15pm Choir 

25 

9 am Hoops 

10 am Bible 

Study 

26 

 

27 

 

28 29 30 

9am CBS 

    



 

Fort Madison Food Pantry would like to say thank you to everyone who donated.  

“Because of friends like you, we can make a difference in the lives of our neighbors. Thank 

you for sharing what you have with those less fortunate.” 

Sincerely, Lin Cramer, President 

Spring Concert 
The Lemmings will have their annual spring concert at Lomax Christian Church on 

Sunday, March 31st at 3:00 p.m.  They will be sharing a variety of music, and the 

church will be sharing desserts to enjoy.  It should be an enjoyable afternoon with a 

little something for everyone! 

SUMMER CAMP 2019 
Church Camp registration for this summer is open! If you wish to sign up your  

children or your whole family for a fun time to experience God through nature . You 

can pick up registration forms from the Church Office or you can go online to  

www.uppermidwestcc.org to register and for more information.  

Early registration ends May 1st so be sure to sign up soon! 

CWF News 
The Ruth Allen Circle will meet Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 10:00am in the Church  

Library. Sue Bowman will be the hostess and have the study. April’s items for the 

Food Pantry are cake mixes and frosting. Anyone can donate, and you may put 

items in the grocery cart at Church.  

Come and share the fun and fellowship, Juanita Anderson, Ruth Allen Circle Leader  



2019 General Assembly 
The Christian Church in the Upper Midwest gets to host 

our 2019 General Assembly! We are very exited to show-

case the hospitality and professionalism of our Region. 

We hope that you will find a way to join us this summer. 

If you are interested in registering to attend let the church 

office know and we’ll send more information your way.  

Lenten Luncheons 
This year all the Lenten Luncheons will be held at the Presbyterian Church. Lunch 

will be served at 11:45 with a short skit at 12:10. 

Free Will Donations will go to the Back Pack Project. 

Church 

Preparing Lunch            Skit    . 

First Christian 

Presbyterian  

St. John 

St. Luke’s  

First Christian 

Presbyterian 

March 27 

April 3 

April 10 

Lent and Easter Services 

April 18  Maundy Thursday Services 

St. Luke’s 6:00 p.m. — FM United Methodist 6:30 p.m.—  

First Christian Church 7:00 p.m. 

April 19 Good Friday Service 

FM United Methodist 7:30 p.m. 

April 21 Sunrise Service 

Service will be held at The Fort by St. John’s and  

First Christian at 7:30 a.m. 



Stewardship 

Dear Friends, 

We are nearing the end of our stewardship emphasis.  Many of your fellow mem-
bers have responded positively by promising to increase their 2019 gifts to First 
Christian.  Please consider joining your friends in making 2019 a great year for our 
congregation. 

There are so many programs that our budget supports. 

·        Local outreach causes like the Food Pantry and End of Month Meals 

·        Regional outreach through the Upper Midwest Region of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and Disciple Men 

·        World Outreach through CWF outreach and our Disciples Mission Fund 

·        Christian Education and Church Camps 

·        And of course our staff salaries and benefits that make our congregation 
visible in our community and our region. 

As you reflect on the impact First Christian has in our world, we ask you to consid-
er how you can sustain this ministry that we collectively provide.  We are excited 
about the possibilities and the potential ahead for us in 2019.  

Thank you for considering your gifts.  Through all of our gifts, First Christian will 
continue its divine mission of uplifting and inspiring people for years to come. 

 In Christ’s Ministry Together, 

 2019 Leadership Team 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


