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Mothers Day, Sunday, May 10, is the day 

our church celebrates Blanket Sunday. A 

blanket does a lot of things: it provides 

warmth; it can be a suitcase when you 

must flee a dangerous situation quickly; it 

can be your pillow or your bed and your 

shelter. The blanket you donate will be a 

reminder to someone in need that there 

are people out there who care. You 

probably won’t meet the people who 

receive the blankets you give. But you can 

be sure your compassion will be 

remembered for a long time. Each $10 

that we donate buys a blanket for 

someone who needs one. If you would like 

to support Church World Service's Blanket 

Sunday, please make your check out to 

First Christian Church, write "Blanket" on 

the memo line, and mail it to the church.  



  

by Pastor Leslie 

The apostle Paul begins his letter to the church in Philippi with 

these words, “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all 

the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops 

and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember 

you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 

all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 

day until now … And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help 

you to determine what is best.” 

I share these words with you today as a way of offering my 

greeting, so that you know that I hold you all in my daily prayers 

and I am grateful for the faith that we share in the risen Christ, 

who leads us confidently through the unknown.  

These indeed are strange times. I have been pulling on my 

experience of weathering hurricanes on the gulf coast and what I 

learned as I worked with various non-profit agencies under, the 

umbrella of the United Way, is that recovery is long. Rebuilding 

takes years and life never fully returns to the way it was before 

the storm. Much like how our country was forever changed after 

9/11. We carry the wounds with us forward, much like the risen 

Christ still bore the wounds of his crucifixion when he met with 

his anxious disciples behind locked doors. 

The path forward is unclear and uncertain. We can hold fast to 

the call that has been placed in each of our lives. A call to remain 

faithful to the gospel, to seek out need and offer relief. To lean 

into God when we are fearful and anxious. To provide generous 

helpings of compassion and love for each person. To meet one 

another where we are and not where we want them to be. Each 

storm in life offers us the opportunity to reveal the faith that is 

embodied in our words and actions. 



Dear friends, 

On Monday, March 23, End of the Month Meal went on as 

scheduled…almost. We were asked to change the process and 

offer take out orders only. We cook for 80 people, but serve 

anywhere from 40 to 90. We never know how many until they 

show up. 

This meal was challenging for several reasons. First, we had to 

figure a menu that would accommodate take out orders. To help 

streamline filling the orders, I had asked all volunteers making 

desserts to bring individually wrapped brownies. Likewise, I 

asked the volunteers bringing salad to bring a bag of lettuce and 

a bottle of ranch dressing. Jeff Metcalf provided the meat, 80 

pork loins soaked in an Italian dressing marinade. We served 

CWF’s best recipe of cheesy potatoes. 

With that simplified menu we were next challenged with putting 

the meals together. We had a plan and smoothly boxed up the 

meals. The meals were taken from the kitchen at St John’s UCC 

to the Narthex.   People were positioned outside of the church 

and as the cars pulled to the curb to get their meals, one of the 

attendants outside would come in and relay the number of meals 

needed. The meals were sacked up and taken to the cars for 

curbside delivery.  

It went very smoothly and we served 48 meals. But remember, 

we cooked for 80. So now what do we do with the leftovers?  One 

volunteer suggested we deliver the meals to our congregants 

who may be at higher risk of getting the Covid 19 virus. We 

quickly made a list of names. Let me say right now that we did 

this in a hurry and by no means wanted to forget anyone. If we 

did I apologize. Please let me know if you would like to be 

included next time. A group of volunteers then delivered the 

meals. 



 

(cont.) After cleaning up the kitchen we left feeling thankful for 

the opportunity to serve our community. 

I would like to thank everyone who brought and cooked food, 

cleaned up, served and delivered. Many thanks to Vicki Lair, 

Linda Nash, Mel Holtkamp, Deb Kramer, Jane Schevers, Jan 

Richers, Linda Smith, Diana Peck, Ken Steeples, Jeff and Kelli 

Metcalf, Sharon and Chyanne Loffler, Dan, Leslie and Eva Dalstra, 

and Diane Hope.  

And last but not least, thanks to everyone who donated money 

to help prepare this meal. Your generous gifts are so important 

to this ministry! 

Our next End of the Month Meal is scheduled for July 27. 

Hopefully we will be back to normal. But if we need to prepare 

take out meals again we are ready!  Praise the Lord! 

1 John 3:18   Dear children, let us not love with words or speech 

but with actions and in truth. 

 

In Christian love, 

Sharman Steeples   

Circle will not meet Saturday, May 9th, 2020. We are still 

practicing social distancing at our church.  

Even though we can’t be together in one place, my hope is you 

will reach out to each other. Please support and donate to the 

Food Pantry and support the upcoming Blanket Sunday on May 

10th. 

Hope to see you all soon 

Juanita Anderson 

Ruth Allen Circle Leader 



The CWF Executive Board meeting, which normally would be held 

on Monday, May 4th, has been canceled. We hope to be able to 

resume meetings soon. 

The Fort Madison Food Pantry currently needs canned goods, 

peanut butter, and macaroni and cheese. They are open on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to noon and 

from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. You may drop your donations off at 

the back door of their building, located across the street from 

McDonald's.  

05/07 Darrell & Jan R. 

05/01 Ricky B. 

05/04 Jessi P. 

05/11 Linda N. 

05/11 Nicholas G. 

05/14 Jan B. 

05/14 Diane M. 

05/26 Sharman S. 
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