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Christmas time is here.  It's time to think 

about making a joyful holiday for our 

community's kids and teens. Your 

monetary gifts are greatly 

appreciated.  And, even though we are 

not holding services, you can still 

give.  You can send a check to the church 

and write Christmas for Kids and Teens in 

the memo line; or write in the amount on 

your envelope.   

Please have your donations to the church 

by December 17. Thank you.  

 Jeffery M. 



Since our church is suspending in-church activities, there will not 

be a CWF Executive Board meeting on Monday, December 7th as 

previously scheduled.  

Linda S. 

CWF President 

The Ruth Allen Circle will Not be meeting on Saturday, December 

12, 2020 because we are back to no in person church which 

means we can not have any meetings.  

I encourage all to continue our circle projects of donating to the 

Food Pantry and our December project of a donation to Christmas 

for Teens.  

You may send your donations to First Christian Church and put 

‘Christmas for Teens’ in the memo line. The donations will be 

given to Jeff M. on December 16th so have them in by then. 

Even if we can’t be together as usual, my hope is that you 

continue to reach out to each other. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Juanita A. 

Ruth Allen Circle Leader 

Because we are not currently holding activities at our church, we 

cannot collect toys for Christmas for Kids as we normally would 

have.  Instead, if you would like to donate toys, please bring them 

to church on Saturday, December 12th from 10:00 to noon.  We 

can take monetary donations at that time, too, if you would prefer 

not to mail your check.  We need a couple of volunteers on that day 

for one-hour shifts to collect the donations.  Please call Kim at the 

church office (372-4193) if you can take a shift.  Thank you. 



We set our sights high for November.  Since we sent out over 

100 meals in September, we thought we should shoot for that 

in November.  We were a little disheartened when we only had 

55 meals requested through the drive up.  But we were able to 

serve 14 shut ins from our church and six from St John's.  The 

rest of the food was delivered to the Fire Department. 

We heard back from several who received meals.  Thankful that 

they had a Thanksgiving celebration since many will be alone 

this year.  One man stopped by St John's to comment on how 

good the gravy was.  It came from a mix and water, but Mel 

Holtkamp must have put some extra love in it while she stirred 

to make it taste so good! 

And later in the week, when another church ran out of fruit 

cocktail, they were able to use up our leftover cranberry 

relish.   

We had turkey and dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy, green 

beans, cranberry relish, roll and a pumpkin bar.   

Thanks to the following for donating pumpkin bars:   

Linda S., Jane S., Dawn W., Diana P., and Mel H.. 

Thanks to the following for donating cranberry relish: 

Deb K., Phyllis A., Sherri E., and Leslie D.  (I made some too). 

Thanks for the kitchen help: Deb K., Jan R., Sharon and 

Chyanne L., Phyllis A., Mel H., and Ken S..  Hard workers every 

one! 

And a great big Thanksgiving THANK YOU to all who donated 

that valuable cash to buy the turkey and fixing's.  Bless you all! 

Sharman S. 



by Pastor Leslie 

I have always been a vivid dreamer.  My husband Dan, not so 

much.  Dreams are few and far between for him.  However, I 

usually wake with one in my mind daily.  At the beginning of 

the pandemic I cherished my dreams since they did not reflect 

the current state of the world.  Now there are dreams we have 

when we are sleeping that fade away as we stumble out of bed 

and greet the day in a haze of sleepiness and then there are 

the dreams that we have during the day, where we imagine 

future possibilities that bring about healing and wholeness. 

Dreams are what propel us into action and substantive change 

for the better.  Day dreamers can cast vision and show us the 

possibility of something before it has been born.  The bible is 

full of dreamers who hold tight to the vision of their ancestors 

while casting a vision for a better future for their community. 

This Advent season is based on the theme “Those Who Dream.”  

We will explore the dreams God has for us together as we enter 

a new liturgical year.  In the midst of an unprecedented year, 

during a surge of cases of positive COVID-19 cases in our 

county, may we lean into the dreams of God.  Proclaiming and 

embodying the goodness, faithfulness, and steadfast love of 

God. 

The Leadership team is working on an annual budget for 2021 

by gathering budget requests.  They will meet on December 

8th to finalize the budget and set parameters for a 

congregational meeting.  Most likely we will be offering 

several ways for you to safely cast your ballot before the end 

of the year.  



The First Christian Church will be participating in the Reverse 

Advent Calendar for the Fort Madison Food Pantry. Instead of 

receiving something each day of Advent, with the reverse calendar, 

you donate a non-perishable food item as designated by the 

calendar.  

During the course of Advent we can collect your donations here at 

the church or you can take your donations directly to the Food 

Pantry. At the conclusion of Advent all the food we collect will be 

delivered to the food pantry.  

We will be collecting until December 23. The Reverse Advent 

Calendar is on the next page.  

If you received nativity pieces from Pastor Leslie  during her 

children's moment last year and your set is incomplete please 

reach out to her so she can get the missing pieces to you.  If 

you are unsure if your set is complete, your set should include 

the following pieces: 

Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, three wise men, three shepherds,     

a sheep and an angel.   

You can call, text or email her. 

For several years, members of our church have successfully served 

as bell ringers for the Salvation Army's annual Christmas 

campaign.  However this year we have decided that it would be 

safer to avoid the crowds.  We would like to continue to assist the 

organization, though, because they do a lot of good in our 

community and the world.  We encourage you to make a donation 

to the Salvation Army this year through our church.  If you can 

help, please make your check out to the church and write "Salvation 

Army" in the memo section.  Thank you. 
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