
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Those who dream … sow joy! 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Passing of the Peace 
Call to Worship 
Adapted from words by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible day. 
She left her lunch at home. 
She skinned her knee on the playground, and no one wanted to sit 
with her on the bus. 
As she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day, her mother 
said, “Honey, what was the best part of today?” 
 
The little girl cried and said, “Nothing!” The entire day was terrible.” 
So, the mother got down on one knee, wiped away her tears and said, 
“There is always some good.  Sometimes we just really have to look for 
it.” 
 
The little girl looked up at her mom and said, “What is good about 
today?”  And the mother said, “For starters, you’re here in my arms.” 
 
Brothers and sisters, anytime we gather together to worship God, we 
are here in God’s arms.  So, may we recognize that gift, and in doing so, 
may we sow joy. 

Let us worship God! 

 

 
  

   

  



Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 

 
Lover of justice: You flex Your righteousness and scatter evil to the 
wind; You plant hope in our hearts and reap a bumper crop; You wipe 
away the tears from our eyes and anoint us with joy's oil. 
 
Servant of God: You bandage our souls as You take our wounds upon 
yourself; You set us free from sin, by being bound to the cross; You 
console the grieving, by carrying death to its resting place. 
 
Spirit of Passion: when sin strips us of life, clothe us in salvation's 
finery; when we are deafened by the peddlers of fear, whisper the 
Good News to us; when we shiver in death's winter, wrap us in the 
shawl of hope. 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, anoint us with your grace, even as we 
pray as Jesus taught us, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen 
 
 

Opening Song – Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   
Let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!   
Let all their songs employ;  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness, 
 and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy – The Candle of Joy  

A prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

A: I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. 
B: I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
A: I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year. 
B: I dream of family game nights and dinner parties with friends. 
A: I dream of homemade Halloween costumes and homemade family  
          recipes. 
B: I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings. 
A: I dream of every little thing that brings joy, and I know it comes  
          from God. 
B: So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that God’s dreams  
         for this world involves the end of all tears. 
A: God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is  
         contagious. 
B: So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing. 
 
Light the candle of hope, peace, and joy. 
 
A: May we dance. 
B: May we laugh. 
A: May we hold onto the people we love. 
B: May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy 
resistance.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 



Creator God, scripture is flooded with dream-like images: the lion 
lying down with the lamb, justice rolling like a mighty river, swords 
being beaten into ploughshares, the prisoner being set free, good news 
to the oppressed, the whole world rejoicing.  To our human ears, there 
are times when these words can sound like nothing more than a far-
off dream – downplaying prophecy to fantasy.  However, what we 
know is that to dream is to hope, and to hope is to imagine, and to 
imagine is wonder, and to wonder is to believe, and to believe is to live 
and breathe for your promised day.  So give us the strength to listen as 
we dream, O God.  For deep down, we know your words are the very 
thing we need.  Amen. 
 

First gospel reading – Luke 1:46b-55 “Mary’s Song”, NRSV 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Affirmation of Faith  - A unison response to the Good News! 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 
Great Creator,  
we are in awe of You.   



We will never know how You managed to dream up  
mountains and valleys,  
freckles, dimples, and curly hair,  
a cool morning mist, the change of seasons,  
or the magic of music.   
Your greatness is beyond our reckoning.   
And because we are in awe of You,  
we believe we must follow Mary’s lead  
and allow our souls to sing.   
We believe that the appropriate reaction to Your goodness  
is complete gratitude,  
which looks like love for our neighbor,  
justice for the poor,  
food for the hungry,  
and joy that overflows.   
And even though we do not always believe in ourselves, 
we believe that our song is pleasing to You.   
We believe.   
Help our unbelief.   
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

Second gospel reading – John 1:6-8, 19-28, NRSV 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed 
and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”[a] 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A6-8%2C+19-28&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26055a


24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,[b] nor Elijah, nor 
the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

Message – Witnessing the Light 
 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to Offering 

Offering prayer 

Holy Communion 
Communion Invitation 
Communion Prayer 
Words of Institution 
Prayer after communion 

A song of sending forth –  A Light Has Dawned 

A light has dawned, The King has come 
To redeem every heart and soul 
Born onto us, Emmanuel, The Savior of the world 
Let us adore and praise His name 
 
Angels rejoice and shepherds bow 
At the sight of the Holy Child 
Men from afar, searching to find, The Savior of the world 
Let us adore and praise His name 
 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna let us sing 
Hosanna in the highest, We give glory to the King 
Glory to the King. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A6-8%2C+19-28&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26060b


You are the Christ, the Son of God, and the nations will rally to you 
Let every heart come recognize, The Savior of the world 
Let us adore and praise His name. 
 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna let us sing 
Hosanna in the highest, We give glory to the King 
 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna let us sing 
Hosanna in the highest, We give glory to the King 
 
Glory to the King. 
We give Glory to the King. 
We give Glory to the King. 

 
Blessing 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

As you go, 
May you have the strength to dream 
wild dreams of justice, and peace, and joy that overflows. 
May you have the humanity to listen 
to the dreams of others. 
May you have the confidence to trust 
that the God who heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt hears your 
dreams as well. 
And may you have the conviction to return 
to this space, for our best dreams are those we dream together. 
In the name of God the original dreamer, 
Jesus the dream come true, 
and the Holy Spirit who enables us to be those who dream, 
go in peace, go in love. Amen. 

 
Post Worship Reflection 
 

John teaches with his witness that we are not called to be more than 

whom God has created us to be.  We each have the capacity in our own 



way to point to the light of Christ in our world.  Consider how you are 

being called to witness to the light of Christ today. 

“Prepare the way”, John cries out.  We are called to be co-workers in 

removing obstacles in people’s lives so that they can experience the 

joy of God.  How might you be able to help remove obstacles?  Pray for 

God to help any obstacle that you have placed in your own life. 

 


