
 
Lent – Week 5 – March 29, 2020 
For this service you will need (if you have it in your home) bread and juice 
for communion.  We will have a time of anointing for that you can use 
olive oil, essential oil, or lotion.  We will have a “binding prayer” for that 
you can use strips of cloth, scarves or long socks. 
 
Welcome and announcements 
 
Passing the peace of Christ 

 

Call to worship 

One:   We have been in the wilderness— 

All:      Discerning and working, seeking and dreaming. 

One:   We have been in the wilderness— 

All:      Grieving and wondering, praying and hoping.   

One:   We have been in the wilderness— 
All:      Longing and running, creating and waiting.  
One:   We have been in the wilderness, but we have not been alone; for  
               God walks with us, every step of the way.  
All:     So, let us worship the God of our darkest nights and our  
              brightest days.  
One:  Let us worship God.  
 

Song  “Abide with Me” 



 



Prayer of confession 

Gracious God, You invite us to plant a garden of love and harmony, 

but we grow weeds of prejudice and hatred. You invite us to sow 

joy and gratitude, but we scatter seeds of greed and envy. You call 

us to tend the soil of fear and denial, but instead we close our eyes 

and suffer. Forgive us. You invited us to plant a garden, and we lost 

ourselves in the wilderness. Clear our hearts. Breathe life into 

these weary bones and grant us a fresh start. Gratefully we pray, in 

the way that our Lord and Savior taught us saying,  “Our Father 

who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 

 
Children’s moment  

Scripture Reading  John 11:1-45 

Response  “Gloria Patri” 

Glory be to the Father, 
 and to the Son,  
And to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen. 
 

Message:  Unbinding 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to Offering 
Offering Prayer 
 



A ceremony of binding and unbinding 

Take a moment to consider all that is binding you today.  Maybe it is 

fear, maybe it is anxiety, maybe it is uncertainty, maybe the grief of 

what was to be and is not going to be is overwhelming you.  I invite you 

to take a band or bands of cloth and name what is binding you today as 

you wrap cloth around your hand, when the music begins.  You will 

hear the familiar sound of Rex’s guitar.  When you hear Jana begin to 

sing, release the bands, as a way of offering to God that which binds 

you today. 

  Song          “Always Home”     written and played by Rex Garrett   
                                 sung by Jana Hubbs 

Words of Assurance  
  
Communion  

Communion invitation 
Communion prayer and words of institution 
Prayer after communion 
 

Invitation to Anointing 

Song         “Beautiful Things” 

All this pain 

I wonder if I'll ever find my way 

I wonder if my life could really change, at all 

All this earth 

Could all that is lost ever be found? 

Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 



All around, 

Hope is springing up from this old ground 

Out of chaos life is being found, in you 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

Oh, you make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 

(Making me new) 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

Oh, you make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 
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Blessing 
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