
 

Epiphany 
Those who dream … persevere 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Call to Worship 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

One:  The Magi had a dream. 
All:   They dreamed of a Messiah. 
 They dreamed of just rulers. 
 They dreamed of a new day for all people. 
One: The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action. 
All: They journeyed to unknown places. 
 They followed a star. 
 They walked for days to get to Jesus. 
One: So may we be like the Magi. 
All: May our dreams inspire action. 
 May we worship the one true God. 
 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 
God, we love to worship You when the stars are bright above us.  We 
love to worship You when the sky is clear, and the breeze is just right.  
We love to worship You when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.  
Unfortunately, as You know, this journey of life, love, and faith is 

 

 
  

   

  



rarely easy.  Now and again, the stars disappear.  Our feet get blisters, 
and the journey is far too long and lonely.  On these days, forgive us for 
giving up quickly.  Forgive us for allowing the dream to die and for 
taking the shortcut home.  We want to be as brave as the Magi.  We 
want to persevere.  Guide our feet.  Show us the stars.  Hear our unison 
prayer to be guided by the words of our Savior, Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 
 

Opening Song – We Three Kings 

We three Kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse a-far,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
following yonder star. 
 
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
west-ward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Glorious now behold him arise;  
Christ and God and sacrifice: 
 alleluia, alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and skies. 
 
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
west-ward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

 
 
 
 



Prayer for Illumination 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 
God of the Milky Way, we like the Magi, are walking toward You.  One 
foot in front of the other, we are walking toward You.  It is our very 
prayer to move Your way.  So if you can, leave the light on and the 
front door unlocked.  Leave a fire in the hearth and food on the stove.  
And when we start to get lost or doubt our dreams, give us the will to 
persevere.  We are walking toward You, O God.  So like the parent that 
throws open the door, open the door to us through these scriptures.  
Amen. 
 

Hebrew Scripture  - Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060%3A1-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18827a


Gospel reading – Matthew 2: 1-23  NRSV 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the 
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the 
star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 13 Now after they had left, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then 
Joseph[a] got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,[b] he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
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Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men.[c] 17 Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph[d] got up, took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might 
be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

Message – To Dream 

Pastoral Prayer 

Affirmation of Faith – A unison respond to the Good News! 
Adapted words from Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

We believe in God, 

Who came to this earth as a child, 

And was quickly made a refugee. 

 

We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick, 

See the poor, 

Dine with outcasts, 

Welcome foreigners, 

Wash the feet of sinners, 

Offer second chances, 

And bless children. 
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And we believe that Christmas is only the beginning. 

The dream does not end with a manger. 

The dream ends with God’s promised day. 

So until all God’s children are home, 

We will follow the Magi’s and the Holy parent’s lead – 

Walking, seeking, and looking up. 

May it be so, for this we believe.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Offering 
Offering prayer 

 
Holy Communion 

Communion Invitation 
Communion Prayer 
Words of Institution 
Prayer after communion 
 

A song of sending forth –  People Get Ready 

 
People get ready, there's a train a-comin' 
You don't need no baggage, you just get on board. 
All you need is faith to hear those diesels hummin' 
You don't need no ticket, no, you just thank the Lord. 
 
People get ready for the train to Jordan 
Pickin' up passengers from coast to coast. 
Faith is key, open up the doors and board them, 
There's hope for all among the loved and lost. 
 
Now, there's still room and hope for sinners 
Who lives out his life all alone. 
Have pity on those whose choices grow thinner 
There's no hiding place from the Kingdom's throne. 
 



So people get ready, there's a train a-comin' 
You don't need no baggage, you just get on board. 
All you need if faith to hear those diesels hummin' 
You don't need no ticket, you just thank the Lord. 
 
Thank the Lord. 
Thank the Lord. 
Thank the Lord. 
 

Blessing 
 

Post Worship reflection 
 

• What has been revealed to you during the Advent/Christmas 

season?  Have you found clarity?   

 

• What dreams do you hope to enact in this new year? 

 


