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Thank you to everyone who helped in any 

way with this event.  Whether you made 

baked goods, soup, sandwiches, or pie; 

helped with serving, cashiering, pricing or 

decorating; or were one of our valued 

customers, please know that we 

appreciate all that you did to make this 

annual event a success. 



Current  
Concerns: 
Joe Bowen 
Jim Bowman 
Charles Bruns 
Jean Campbell 
Steve Dennison 
Sherri Enke 
Carroll Franklin 
Dennis Garrett 
Emma Harvey 
Beverly Hershey 
Anna Hoarzey 
Jeanne Hoffmeister 
Ken Hoffmeister 
Marilyn Holmes 
Thomas Hseih 
Debbie Ireland 
Cyndi Johnn 
Josi Jones 
Karen Jones 
Tracy Kaylor 
Kratzer Family 
Nikolas Fullenkamp 
John Lott 
Brody McKenzie 
Amber McVeigh 
F&F Louis Metcalf 
Joe Mattix 
Nicole Merschman 
Calvin Meyer 
Bonnie Meyers 
Bob Morawitz 
Tom Morrison 
Richard Newberry 
Pauline Nichols 

Randy Nielsen  
  & Family 
Dennis Pohlpeter 
Nick Rhode/Jessica 
Steve Rube I 
Nick Reuther 
Robert Schlapia 
Oweda Schneider  
Jim Settles 
Bambi Smith 
Braylyn Stevens 
Serena Vincent  
 

Long-Term  
Concerns: 
Jan Bindewald 
Sam Cook-Ransdell 

Melba Crago 

Helena Dauma 

Tony Dixon 

Dennis Dowell 

Sue Dowell 

Daniel Drago 

Toni Gaylord 

Beverly Gobble 

Ora Halferty 

Terri Hampton 

Chase Harkey 

Mandy Helenthal 

Randy Herbert 

Charles Kratzer 

Olivia Nord 

Beverly Oge 

Barb Peitz 

Dan Ramsey 

Cody Raines 

Bill Seyb 

Ardelle Skillern 

Kielly Vermazen 

Frances Vikturek 

Mary Ward 

Shawna Williamson 
 

Military: 
Adam Baker 
Shane Bowman 
Allen Graydon 
Jody Ross 
Shawn Schneider 
Jared Watson 
All Veterans 



This project began at the First Christian Church in Keokuk in 

October of 2017, when they were offered 170 beds from a 

local boarding school that had closed.  Unsure at the time what 

to do with this large donation, they sent flyers through the 

local schools and were overwhelmed with requests.  All of 

those beds were gone within a few weeks.  They then started 

building beds themselves and have seen a steady stream of 

requests for one or two beds per week.  At last count, they had 

given away over 350 beds.  The requests for beds come from 

all over the area, including Fort Madison.  That is why the 

Keokuk church is reaching out to us for help. 

Who gets a bed? 

Anyone who requests one and has a need. 

How much does a bed cost? 

Each single bed costs about $30 for lumber, $70 for a 

mattress, and $10 for paint, screws, and other supplies.  Most 

families also need sheet sets, pillows, mattress pads and 

protectors, and bedspreads or comforters, for an additional 

cost of about $40 to $50, depending on sales, for a total of 

about $150 to $160.  We have set a starting goal of 10 beds. 

How long does it take to build a bed? 

Each bed requires about 1½ hours for cutting, drilling, and 

assembling, 2½ hours for sanding, and 2 hours for painting, or 

6 hours total labor. 



 

How can I help? 

So glad you asked!  We need bed builders, of course, and you 

don’t have to be an expert carpenter to be one.  The folks from 

Keokuk have this down to an art and have made it easy with 

their precise instructions, patterns, and jigs. 

We also need donors, not only cash donors, but also savvy 

shoppers, who can search out those bargains, and maybe get a 

good deal on some bedding or paint closeouts, etc.  And, when 

a bed is finished and ready to be delivered to a child (who has 

probably been sleeping on the floor), someone gets to deliver 

it and set it up.  That’s the best job. 

This sounds so rewarding.  I’m interested!  How can I 
get more information? 

You may contact Pastor Leslie, Ken Steeples or Linda Smith. 

Thank you for your continuing donations to the Fort Madison 

Food Pantry.  During the month of February, we donated 87 

pounds of food and other items. 

Choir practices are suspended until further notice.  



by Pastor Leslie Dalstra 

Our wilderness wandering has definitely taken a turn for our 

entire world.  Wilderness time is marked by abstaining, 

refraining, reframing, changing our path, letting go, and turning 

toward God.  In our seeking to follow God more closely, we may 

find that we are in uncharted territory.  It can feel rather 

unbalanced as we release and create space for something new 

to fill us.  It can be hard to let go of harmful patterns of 

behavior, hardened hatred, and the narrow pathways we tend to 

take when we are full of fear and anxiety.   

The most pivotal story in the Hebrew Scriptures is the story of 

liberation from slavery in Egypt.  The path toward freedom, was 

paved however with hardship and turmoil.  It seems as if at 

every bend in the road, the people longed for their former 

home.  Fearing death and abandonment in the wilderness, they 

would cry out “wouldn’t it have been better if we had just 

remained in Egypt than die in the wilderness?”  God responded 

to their fear with mana, quail, and fresh water.  When scouts 

return with a message about the Promise Land, they shrunk in 

fear, believing that the challenge that laid before them was too 

big for them to conquer.  Instead they choose the wilderness.   

We have entered a wilderness not of our own choosing with the 

outbreak of Covid-19.  We are all adjusting to rapid changes like 

social distancing, the closing of places where we gather, and it 

all feels rather unfamiliar.  (cont. on next page) 



The Worship Ministry Team of First Christian invites you to 

donate an Easter lily to be placed in our sanctuary during the 

Easter season. In Christianity, the Easter lily is symbolic of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. For many, the flowers embody 

joy, hope, and life.  The Worship Ministry Team would like to 

see our sanctuary filled with these beautiful flowers. The Team 

encourages you to give a lily in memory of a loved one or as a 

tribute to someone special in your life. Please give Kim the 

name of your honoree(s) so it may be included in the Church 

Mouse. You may deliver (or have your florist deliver) your 

Easter lily to the church during regular office hours or you can 

bring it to church with you on any Sunday before Easter.  

Easter Sunday is April 12.  

 

(cont.) Rather than hunker down in fear, we can lean into God.  

Offering up prayers of release for that which is entombing us in 

our anxiety or fear (realizing that it may become a repeated 

prayer throughout our day).  Asking God to fill us with love and 

compassion as we interact with our family members in our 

home or on the phone. As people of faith we can intentionally 

invite God into our time set apart to reflect, journal, pray and 

reach out to the members of our community. Please know that 

you all are in my daily prayers!  Continue to be the light that 

shines in the darkness and salt enhancers for God’s Kingdom!      







First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


