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First-Christian-Church-Fort-

Madison-Iowa-
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Visit us on the Web at  

www.fccfmdicsples.org 
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to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

Greetings!  We have made our way to Ft. Madison, Iowa and 

are slowly but surely unpacking and getting acclimated to our 

new home.  I am excited to meet you on Sunday and to get to 

know you as we begin a new chapter at First Christian Church.   

As we begin together, please know that I have office hours from 

9 a.m. to noon Tuesday through Thursday.  We can always      

arrange another time to meet if that time does not work for 

you.   Please call, text or email if you need to meet with me so 

that we can make sure that I don’t have another meeting with 

someone else during that time, or have been called away from 

the building to meet with someone else.  Texting is the most 

efficient way to get my attention.  Monday, I spend on sermon 

and worship preparation.  Fridays are my Sabbath day and only 

respond if there is a pastoral emergency.   

 

My cell phone is (915) 342-3536 

My church email is fccfmpastor@gmail.com 

My blog address is https://firstchristianfm.blogspot.com/ 



September 8, 2019 

Shut ins: Ken Steeples 

& Diana Wilson 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dan Darley 

Deacon: Betsy Darley 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Pam Reuther 

Liturgist: Linda Smith 

Usher: David Smith 

Communion Prep 

Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Jessi Pohlpeter 

Fellowship Angels 

Cake & Punch  

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Kelli Metcalf 

& Jan Richers 

 

 

September 15, 2019 

Shut ins:  Joy Kuper 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dianna Hope 

Deacon: Donna Block 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Dianne Hope 

Deacon: Jana  Hubbs 

Liturgist:                  . 

Usher: Jean Kratzer 

Communion Prep 

 Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Jessi Pohlpeter 

Fellowship Angels 

Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Jeanne Hogan 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Kelli Metcalf 

& Jan Richers 



Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who made our 50th Anniversary celebration so  
special.  We enjoyed visiting with you, the cards and well-wishes, the food 
and decorations.  A special thanks to the ladies of the church who worked 
so hard to make it a memorable day. 

Dave and Linda Smith 

The Food Pantry Items of the Month for September are cake mixes and 

frosting.  They continue to need plastic grocery bags, too.  Thank you for your         

ongoing support of our local pantry.  

The First Christian Church Chancel Choir, after its summer break, begins its    

rehearsals for the Fall season on  Wednesday, September 4, 2019, at 7:15 p.m. 

in the Chapel. Our choir and its members provide a Musical Offering  every 

Sunday at the 10:15 Worship Service. As we look forward to a renewed season 

of singing and in preparation for our Advent and Christmas season, we invite 

all singers to join us. There is no better way to celebrate our faith than         

singing—after all, to sing is to pray twice. Come join us as we “pray twice”   

every week and offer to God the praise of our voices raised in song.  

Call Dennis if you have any questions. 

The CWF Executive Board will meet next Monday, September 9th      
at 9:30 am in the church library. 



 

As we start a new chapter in the history of our congregation, we would like to recognize those 
who have had a part in making this come true.   
First of all, thanks to the Worship committee who called Reverend Dann Masden to be our in-
terim minister.  We needed a bridge between Reverend Simpson and Reverend Dalstra and he 
filled that role so well.  Another role of the worship team has been to fill the pulpit in the past 
15 months when we had a need.  We thank them for asking Jeff Metcalf, Gene Beebe, Liz 
Woodward, Cheryl Simpson and Emily Steeples to bring us meaningful messages on a number 
of occasions. 
At the World Café last October, Bill Spangler-Dunning and Liz Woodward led us through a 
process that helped us to identify what we wanted in a new minister.   The Search Committee, 
led by Jane Poage, compiled a list of those qualities and began their work.  Jane along with 
Rex Garrett, Vicki Lair, Diana Wilson, Gene Beebe and Rick Block met many times and spent 
many hours looking over resumes and contacting candidates before recommending that Leslie 
Dalstra called by the congregation.  They also hosted Leslie on her visit to Ft. Madison during 
the interview process.  A big thanks to the Search Committee. 
Another thank you to the team of Dianne Hope, Linda Smith, and Jeff Metcalf who met with 
Leslie and helped to construct a salary and benefit package that was acceptable to both Leslie 
and that fit into our congregation’s budget. 
We can’t forget to thank all those who took responsibility for and carried out the wonderful re-
ceptions that we held for John’s retirement, the Harvest Dinner that we held at the same time 
as the World Café, and when we celebrated Dann’s interim ministry with us. 
Another thanks to those that contributed to the moving fund that allowed us to get our new 
minister and her family from El Paso to Ft. Madison.  And I also understand that several of our 
congregants assisted the Dalstra family as the unloaded and unpacked their moving van at 
their new home.  Thanks to you. 
We would be remiss if we didn’t thank our Office Manager, Kim Hogan.  She has been a 
blessing for our congregation during her time with us.  Even without a minister to assist her 
for much of this summer, she has allowed us to continue our ministry without interruption.  In 
addition to all of her daily tasks, she was able to set up the Skype interview with Pastor 
Dalstra that was a critical event in the search process. 
Most importantly, I want to thank all of you who supported First Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) of Ft. Madison during the past year and a half with your time, talents, your giving 
and your prayers.  What could have been a difficult time in our life has, instead, led to what I 
believe will be an exciting new chapter. 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Ken Steeples 
Leadership Team Moderator 

A Huge Thank You! 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


