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     The Food Pantry will begin collecting items for the   

annual Christmas bags beginning next Sunday, October 

27th through Monday, November 18th.  Please bring your 

donation to church.  The items needed that will be          

included in the bags are: 

-  Green beans 

-  Cream of mushroom soup 

-  Can of French onions 

-  Box of potatoes 

-  Applesauce 

-  Cookies 

-  Cake mix with icing, or brownie mix 

-  Personal hygiene products 

Please help bring some Christmas to those who need help.   

Thank you for your generosity. 



November 3, 2019 

Shut ins:  Gene Beebe 

& Pam Reuther 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dianne Hope 

Deacon: Mary Dennison 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Dianne Hope 

Deacon: Jana Hubbs 

Liturgist: Viki Lair 

Usher: Mary Dennison 

Communion Prep 

Gerry Pohlpeter 

& Mel Holtkamp 

Fellowship Angels 

Kelli Metcalf 

& Karen Jones 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Jeanne Hogan 

 

 

November 10, 2019 

Shut ins:   

Dianne Hope  

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Sue Bowman 

Deacon: Jim Bowman 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Gerry Pohlpeter 

Liturgist: Dawn Willson 

Usher: David Smith 

Communion Prep 

Vicki Lair 

Fellowship Angels 

Jan Richers 

& Sherry Aschbrenner  

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Mary Lou Roberts 



by Pastor Leslie 

Before moving to Fort Madison, I lived in Texas for the past 14 years. First on the gulf coast 

and then in the mountainous desert southwest.  Seasons are very different there than in the  

Midwest.  After being gone for so long, it is somewhat strange to be back where we experience 

all four seasons to their fullest.  The season of fall is emerging right before our eyes and I am 

flooded with memories of my childhood, with sights and smells returning.  As the colors are 

bursting forth, I have wondered out loud, can it really be this beautiful? 

Having lived for over a decade in a part of our country that changes only slightly with            

the movement of time, I am now much more aware of the passing of time.  I have a friend     

that lives in southern California and he has likened living in a place where the seasons are     

remarkably the same throughout the year, as living in a state of limbo, not really realizing that 

time is moving on. 

The familiar rhythms of the seasons that we are privy to, help us to move forward and to      

embrace the natural order of change that is part of God’s good creation.  This process of        

release, of letting go, mixed with the season of harvest and bounty, is a powerful metaphor for 

our Christian walk.   

In the morning as I sip my cup of hot tea and read the bible, I will glance out from the view our 

house provides on its perch above the city and marvel at the colors bursting forth.  In those   

moments, I am drawn to the first creation story that contains the refrain “and God said it was 

good.”  Tov in Hebrew can also be translated as “beautiful”. Indeed, fall in the Midwest is good 

and beautiful!  In Isaiah 55:12 we read, “the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 

song, and the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”  In Psalm 96:11-12 reads “Let the     

heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it.  Then shall all the 

trees of the forest sing for joy.”  I simply love the imagery of all of creation praising God,       

reminding us of our interconnectedness to all that God has created.   

This fall I invite you to join me in considering how, in our letting go and our releasing, there is 

reason to praise God, to see the beauty and goodness in the moment of change and              

transformation.  If you have the opportunity to take a walk, consider picking up a few fallen 

leaves as you think about what you might need to let go of, a past regret, an attitude that is    

hindering your growth, a person you need to forgive … the possibilities are endless.            

Then name each leaf, walk with it for a little while and then offer a prayer as you let them go! 

I also invite you to pray and ponder what abundance or bounty of spiritual gifts you possess 

and how God is calling you to use those gifts in this season of gratitude and gratefulness.    

May we, along with the gorgeous trees, sing praise to our God, who offers us the chance          

to let go, to receive bounty and to grow! 



The Ruth Allen Circle will be meeting Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 10:00 

am in the Church Library. Juanita will be the hostess for this meeting.   

The item for Food Pantry this month are Cake Mixes and Frosting.  

We encourage the congregation to participate with donations. All donations 

can be placed in the grocery cart by the narthex.  

The cake mixes and frosting will be used to help build the Christmas baskets 

this year. 

Hope you will  join us for fun and fellowship 

Juanita Anderson 

Ruth Allen Circle Leader 

 

 I am very grateful for your kind words, celebration and generous 

love offering for my ministry here at First Christian Church Fort    

Madison! This beloved community is gifted in welcoming in and caring 

for one another. I am excited for the call that God has placed in all of 

our lives to share in the ministry of Jesus Christ together. 

Sincerely, Pastor Leslie  

 

Pastor Leslie and her husband Dan would like to start a bible study for our youth 

(6th grade – 12th grade).  They are inviting all youth that fall into this age range 

along with a parent to meet with them on Wednesday, November 20th at 6 p.m. 

At the meeting together we will set a weekly time to meet and see which parents 

would be able to help.  If you have questions or are interested but unable to 

attend, please text or call Pastor Leslie. (915) 342-3536



The Fort Madison Care Connections held its Share the Warmth coat giveaway 

on October 12th.  We gave away 176 coats, plus too many hats, scarves, etc., 

to count.  In addition, the Salvation Army gave out 25 vouchers to people 

who were unable to find their sizes.  We had only 3 boys’ coats and 10 girls’ 

coats left.  We didn’t have any men’s gloves to give away and not enough 

children’s clothes in the newborn to size 6 range.  If you do end-of-season 

shopping early next year to take advantage of sales, remember this need      

especially. 

Once again this year local church members have been asked to donate pies 

for the annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  If you can provide one or 

more pies (they can be store bought), please take them to the Fort Madison 

High School (20th and Avenue B) between 8:00 and 3:00 on the day before 

Thanksgiving (Wednesday, November 27th) or between 8:00 and 11:00 on 

Thanksgiving Day. 

First Christian Church will again ring bells for the Salvation Army this year.  

Once again, Rocky Aschbrenner has agreed to organize our participation.  

Please contact Rocky to volunteer.  While we have lost the prime Shopko    

location, we will be ringing at Hy-Vee, where we’ll be protected from         

the weather. 

Also, again this year, Jeff Metcalf is taking donations for Christmas for Teens, 

which is now a part of Christmas for Kids.  This change makes it possible for 

donations to be tax deductible.  Christmas for Teens enables us to give gift 

cards to teenagers, those young people who are too old for Christmas for Kids 

gifts.  You can give your donation to Jeff starting now. 

We will collect Christmas for Kids toy donations in the narthex starting        

in November. 

Thank you everyone for your generous past and future donations to help the 

needy of this area. 



 

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, 

and Divinity Houses affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Higher education has been an important focus for Disciples since the  

very beginning of the movement. Throughout our history, Disciples have founded      

institutions of higher learning to educate students and form leaders to make a     

difference in the world. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is still          

committed to higher education. Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps    

support the education of thousands of students at our fifteen colleges and          

universities as well as our seven seminaries and divinity houses. 

The Colleges and Universities of the Christian Church provide quality education 

through classes offered by some of the nation’s top undergraduate and graduate 

faculty. Many of the campuses are comprised of state-of-the-art facilities, offer  

diverse degree programs, include dynamic student life activities, offer exciting 

athletics programs, and much more. The Thanksgiving offering supports          

everything from scholarships, to religious life offices, to faculty growth and       

development. By giving to the Thanksgiving Offering you are helping our           

institutions invest in students as they prepare themselves to become leaders. 

The Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and support for our           

theological education institutions. Each of our seminaries and divinity houses is 

committed to educating and forming Christian leaders for church and society. 

Generations of pastors, community leaders, and agents of social transformation 

have been educated at our theological institutions. They have flourished and made 

a difference in the world, thanks to gifts from Disciples congregations and          

individuals throughout the ages. These institutions continue to prepare leaders for 

the present age and the age to come. 

Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are      

a critical part of the ongoing collaborative work of church and higher education       

that is such a foundational part of the heritage of the Christian Church                   

(Disciples of Christ). 

The Thanksgiving Offering will be collected on November 10th and 17th.        

Please give generously; your gift makes a difference in the lives of our students 

and it makes a difference in the world. 



11/11 Gary & Debra Kramer 

11/21 William & Toni Clendenen 

11/02 Kimberly Ransdell 

11/06 Kaleb Mancill 

11/07 Chyanne Loffler 

11/10 Joe Bowen 

11/10 Dustin Hennigar 

11/12 Dennis Dowell 

11/14 BJ Pohlpeter 

11/18 Dan Darley 

11/21 Jane Schevers 

11/24 Lacey Aschbrenner 

11/24 Mason Pohlpeter 

11/26 Barb Peitz 

11/27 Ann Pickard 

11/28 Bill Kester 



November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

All Saints 

Day 

4 

9:30 CWF Ex. 

Board—

Library 

5 

9am CBS 

6 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

7 

10am Bible 

Study 

8 9 
10:00 Ruth   

Allen Circle—
Library 

10 11 

Rebecca     

Pollard Study 

Club 

9:30am—

Fellowship 

Hall 

12 

9am CBS 

 

13 

WIC 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

14 

WIC 

10am Bible 

Study 

15 

WIC 

16 

 

17 

 

18 19 

9am CBS 

20 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

21 

10am Bible 

Study 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 26 

9am CBS 

27 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

28 

10am Bible 

Study 

29 30 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


