
Contact Info: 

Rev. Leslie Dalstra 

(915) 342-3536  

fccfmpastor@gmail.com  

 

Office: 

319-372-4193 

fccfm@yahoo.com 

Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

First-Christian-Church-Fort-

Madison-Iowa-

391986210901826/?

ref=br_rs 

Visit us on the Web at  

www.fccfmdicsples.org 

Or scan here…. 

 

 

 

 

to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

The Regional Minister Search Committee 

is working hard to gather a good         

understanding of your hopes, dreams and 

needs for this region. One way that you 

can share your thoughts with this group is 

to complete the online survey. It can be 

found at: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

RMSearch  
 

Your answers will shape how they talk 

about this region with potential regional 

minister candidates. It will also help them 

to identify individuals with the right   

combination of skills and passions to fit 

our needs.  

Please share your thoughts! 

SURVEY WILL CLOSE ON NOVEMBER 

26 



November 17, 2019 

Shut ins:   

John Peitz 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Ken Steeples 

Deacon: Diana Wilson 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Ken Steeples 

Deacon: Jean Kratzer 

Liturgist: Ken Steeples 

Usher: Jean Kratzer 

Communion Prep 

Mel Holtkamp 

Fellowship Angels 

Eva & Dan Dalstra 

& Diane Mattix 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Mary Lou Roberts 

 

 

 

November 24, 2019 

Shut ins:  John Peitz 

Diana Wilson 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Tim Wondra 

Deacon: Pam Reuther 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Gerry Pohlpeter 

Liturgist: Linda Smith 

Usher: Jean Kratzer 

Communion Prep 

Pam Reuther 

Fellowship Angels 

Mary Dennison 

& Mel Holtkamp 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Mary Lou Roberts 



Our church participated in Trunk or Treat on October 25th.  

The weather was perfect and we gave out the candy and 

toys you donated to approximately 300 children.   

We would like to thank Ken Steeples and Linda Nash for 

making our sign and to Jan and Darrell Richers, Linda 

Nash, Rev. Cheryl Simpson, Pastor Leslie and Eva Dalstra, 

and Dave Smith for helping with the car decorating and the 

event itself. 

The Elders of the Church met Sunday after the 10:15 service 

and, as chair of the Elders, I want to thank you so much for all 

you do for the Church, our Pastor and our community.  Let us 

all remember that there is incredible value in being of service 

to others and to God and His Church.  

-Jeff    

The annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday,  

December 1.  We will hold a vote on the 2020 budget and slate 

of officers after each service.  

We are seeking willing children and youth to light the candles 

in our sanctuary at the beginning of our 10:15 worship      

service.  There will be a signup sheet on December 1st .    



The money donations will go for food which will go into   

backpacks for children to take home with them. 

You can enjoy looking at the decorations in each church from 

1 pm—4 pm Sunday, December 8th. 

We will need some volunteers to host our church during this 

time. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.  

Bring a favorite baked good to sell and find a new favorite 

to take home and enjoy!  

Proceeds will go half to our church General Fund and half 

to CWF missions, which include Woodhaven and Ramsey 

Home, Salvation Army and Clean Water.  

 
Pastor Leslie and her husband Dan would like to start a bible study for 

our youth (6th grade – 12th grade).  They are inviting all youth that fall 

into this age range along with a parent to meet with them on      

Wednesday, November 20th at 6 p.m. At the meeting together 

we will set a weekly time to meet and see which parents would be able 

to help.  If you have questions or are interested but unable to attend, 

please text or call Pastor Leslie. (915) 342-3536 



Throughout Luke's gospel, Jesus meets people where they are, 

all the while expanding the circle of God's mercy and           

unconditional love.  Through bread breaking and table sharing, 

Jesus opens our perspective in several ways.  Surprising those 

who keep firm boundaries between insiders and outsiders, he 

brings communities together who otherwise would have never 

had the opportunity to encounter one another.  In Luke's    

gospel, on the road to Emmaus, two followers recognize the 

risen Christ when he breaks bread with them.  We likewise are 

to be open to experiencing the presence of Christ, in friend and 

in stranger, as we break bread together.  We are called not just 

to believe things in our Christian faith, but to embody those 

beliefs: to allow the gracious hospitality of our Savior to seep 

deeply into our bodies by actively seeking God's presence in 

everyone we encounter. 

  

We are seeking additional volunteers to do the simple act of 

breaking bread with our neighbors!  The church members who 

do the cooking, serving and cleaning up are not able to get 

away from their kitchen duties to visit with the community 

members who come there for a meal.  All that would be        

required of you would be to just sit and have dinner at one of 

the tables (which usually hold about 6 to 8 people each) and 

join in the fellowship that happens there.  Plus, you would get 

a free tasty meal, without even a donation requested.  

Our guests already know that First Christian Church has       

excellent cooks; let's also take this unique opportunity to break 

bread with our neighbors and develop relationships.   

All ages are welcome. 



It’s Christmas time again and time to think about your list of people to buy gifts for.  Do you 

have someone on your list who has everything?  Or someone you especially want to please 

with your gift, someone who deserves something special?  You put pressure on yourself to 

find the perfect gift, the “best gift” you can give them. 

Church World Service thinks about Best Gifts, too.  Only their idea of a best gift is one that 

can give a lifetime of hope, love, joy and peace to people all over the world, such as children 

who want to attend a preschool or families who are living on the streets and could use some 

comfort and warmth or villages that need access to clean drinking water. 

The exciting news is that not only can you give such gifts, but you can give them in the name 

of someone on your Christmas list.  When you do, you will be able to send your friend or 

family member a card that tells them “You’re receiving this card because someone thought 

of helping others when they thought of you.  The gift purchased on your behalf means 

you’re transforming communities around the globe through responsible solutions to hunger, 

poverty, displacement and disease.  Thank you for being a part of Best Gift!” 

There are numerous gifts you can purchase in a broad price range, starting at $5.  You can 

buy: 

4 cans of corn for farmers in Haiti to plant, 300 banana trees, 

A sheep, 10 beehives, 

A solar water purification pump, And so much more. 

 

Or, if you prefer just making an unspecified donation to the Best Gift program, that’s possi-

ble, too. 

A table has been set up in the narthex with catalogs, the cards mentioned above, donation 

envelopes and other information about the program.  Please feel free to take these items 

and learn more about Best Gifts.  Then if you would like to sponsor a Best Gift or make a do-

nation, place it in the offering tray or mail it directly to the address on the envelope.  Or you 

can use the envelope and order form contained in the catalog.  (Checks should be made pay-

able to Church World Service.) 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Smith, Community and World Services Minis-

try Team Leader. Thank you. 



For this year’s Christmas Food Pantry Challenge, we are suggesting donation 

items for each week.  A tub will be placed near the shopping cart where you may 

place your donations.   

Please try to donate at least one item from the list.  You could also pick more 

than one item and/or donate more than one of an item.  The challenge will be to 

increase the number of items donated each week.  Watch the ads for local gro-

cery and dollar store sales. 

Week 1, November 24th to 30th: 

Box of Cereal  Peanut Butter  Stuffing Mix 

Boxed Potatoes  Spaghetti   Canned Fruit 

Week 2, December 1st to 7th 

Canned Tuna  Jar of Applesauce Cake or Brownie Mix 

Cranberry Sauce  Canned Beans  Canned Sweet Potatoes 

Week 3, December 8th to 14th  

Package of Oatmeal Package of Noodles Canned or Bottled Juice 

Spaghetti Sauce  Tomato Soup  Chicken Noodle Soup 

Week 4, December 15th to 21st  

Canned Green Beans Canned Carrots  Canned Mixed Vegetables 

Canned Tomatoes Box of Crackers  Canned Corn 



   One thing that parenting has taught me, that has been  

invaluable to ministry, is to graciously welcome the unexpected.  

When we welcome a child into our home, we open ourselves to 

meaningful change.  As parents we get to watch our infants 

grow and develop their personalities. Their growth, their  

triumphs and challenges help to transform our families.  Just  

as when a new individual or family comes into our church, 

when we graciously welcome them in, we make room for their 

gifts and graces.  We listen intently to their ideas, their visions 

and dreams.  Seeing each person as a vital part of our  

community sets us in the mindset of graciously welcoming  

in the unexpected. 

   This past Halloween provided more room for growth for me.  

Nothing that day went as I had expected.  Never before had it 

snowed on Halloween for me (and remember I grew up in the 

Midwest)!  It felt much more like Thanksgiving or Christmas 

than Halloween, and yet the snow was exciting and we had fun 

as a family enjoying our time outdoors in it, before I headed to 

the church.   

   Life is full of unexpected moments; each one offers to us the 

opportunity to seek out God’s presence and to learn from it.  

Welcoming in the unexpected is a spiritual practice, of putting 

ourselves in a position of graciously going with the flow.   

   In the midst of exile, when the community of God is trying to 
make sense of the trauma, they had experienced, they hear 
these words from the prophet Isaiah.  “See I am doing a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make 
a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  
(Isaiah 43:19) We worship and praise a God who is making all 
things new.  In other words, doing the unexpected right among 
us!  I invite you to join me in this spiritual practice of graciously 
welcoming in the unexpected.   



Terri Bishop—Hampton  

BENEFIT 

Terri had open heart surgery replacing 2 valves, several 

strokes and heart attacks and will be off work for    

several month so she needs a little help getting back  

on her feet financially. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Eagles Club — 4:00 — ??? 

AUCTION at 6:00 

50/50 Drawing 

Chili, Chili Dogs, Hot Dogs, Desserts 

Food serving 4:30 — 6:30 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


