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to learn more  
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and its activities. 

Ruth Allen Circle will not be meeting on 

Saturday, June 13th, 2020 as we have not 

resumed meeting in person yet. I’m hoping 

we can meet sometime in July or August. 

Watch the newsletter for more information 

and continue to reach out to each other.  

Hope to see you all soon. 

Juanita Anderson 

Ruth Allen Circle Leader 



by Pastor Leslie Dalstra 

We are called to be a pro-reconciling anti-racist church.  This 

calling invites us to continue the work of our movement of 

wholeness in a fragmented world.  We are able to do this 

necessary and difficult work because of the compassionate, 

abundant love that God offers to each and every one of us. 

I echo the words offered by our General Minister and President, 

The Reverend Teresa Hord Owens, and our Minister of 

Reconciliation, The Reverend April G. Johnson: 

"We weep not only for George Floyd, but for the entire system 

of oppression that has kept us from seeing each other as 

beloved children of God. Disciples, we call ourselves a Pro-

Reconciling, Anti-Racist church. We have named it as a mission 

priority, and we have worked hard – though often imperfectly – 

to live that out in every expression of our ministry. In this 

moment, when protests rage and our hearts are broken again 

and again, we need to be the church we say we are." 

In Matthew’s gospel after Jesus enters Jerusalem and cleanses 

the temple, there are a series of parables, questions and 

teachings.  In chapter 22 beginning in verse 34 we read these 

words: 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 

Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest 

and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 



 

The commandments were vital to the formation of the Israelites.  

Crafted in the desert as they wandered between Egypt and the 

Promise Land, the commandments created God’s dream for a 

just and righteous society.  One that is measured by its care and 

concern for those on the margins of society.  The full scope of 

the commandments (all 613 of them) deal with every aspect of 

community life and can be summed up in words that Jesus 

shares, a combination of Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 

As followers of Christ we are called to live by this ethic of love.  

To deeply consider how our words and actions reflect or 

conversely do not reflect our love for God and for neighbor.  

Perhaps the most challenging part is to embrace the 

unconditional steadfast love for others.  Jesus takes it one step 

further in his sermon on the mount where he says in Matthew 

5:43-44 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” 

These words offer to us a mindset, if you will, to center ourselves 

upon.  To never allow anything to keep us from the love of God. 

 

 

 

Fort Madison Food Pantry would like to say thank you to 

everyone who donated.  

“Because of friends like you, we can make a difference in the 

lives of our neighbors. Thank you for sharing what you have with 

those less fortunate.”  

Sincerely, Lin Cramer, President  
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