
 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Welcome                                                                                                                

Call to Worship      
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

                                                                                  

One:          This year, we dreamed of world peace. 
All:          We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
One:          We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes.  
All:          We dreamed of doors wide open and a cure to disease.  
One:          We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
All:          For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see. 
One:          So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
All:          Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
One:          For it is almost Christmas. 
All:          Love is almost here. 
One : May we dream to see, and hope to believe.  Let us worship God.    
  

Opening Prayer       
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One: Ever-present God, from time to time we dream radical dreams. 
All:  We dream of freedom for the imprisoned, food for the hungry, 
and equality for all. 
One:  We dream bold, radical dreams, until the world tells us that 
these dreams are impossible. 
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All:  And when that happens, we are tempted to tuck our dreams 
into coat pockets and let them collect dust on the shelves of our 
hearts.  Forgive us for giving up so easily. 
One:  Forgive us for giving up so easily, for on this night we remember 
and celebrate a radical dream – that you dwelled among us. 
All: Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the shelf with the 
confident that with you, the impossible is possible. 
One: With you, a light will always shine in the darkness. 
All: With you, even an unwed teenage couple and a band of 
shepherds can bring joy to the world. 
One: Thanks be to God for a dream like that.  Amen. 

 

Candle Light Liturgy – The Christ Candle 
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Voice A:         In the beginning, God dreamed of a beautiful world. 
Voice B:         In Egypt, the Israelites dreamed of freedom. 
Voice A:         In the wilderness, the people dreamed of safety. 
Voice B:         In Jerusalem, the people dreamed of a Messiah. 
Voice A:         In Bethlehem, the shepherds and Wise Men dreamed of a  

new way. 
Voice B:         Then, several years later, Jesus walked this earth and  

dreams came true. 
Voice A:         The sick were healed. 
Voice B:         The poor had food. 
Voice A:         The forgotten and ignored were seen. 
Voice B:         The children were welcomed. 
Voice A:         Everyone was invited to the table, and the world has never  

been the same.  
Voice B:         So tonight, we are those who dream. 
Voice A:         Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our ancestors  

before us. 
Voice B:         Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of love and  

kindness, of peace and hope. 
Voice A: Tonight we dream of a God that draws near to us out of  

unfailing love. 
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Voice B:  May this candle be a reminder that there will be a day  
when every dream will be fulfilled.  And until then, we will  
be those who dream. 

All candles are lit. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Holy God, if we listen closely, we can almost hear the angels sing.  If 
we listen closely, we can almost hear the bleats of sheep following the 
shepherds, and the hooves of confused barn animals.  If we listen 
closely, we can almost hear the innkeeper say, “No room.”  If we listen 
closely, we can almost hear the star whisper, “Follow me.” If we listen 
closely, God we can almost hear you. 

Pause for a moment of silence 

So as we turn to Your Word, Holy Writer, don’t let us miss a thing – the 
smell of the hay, the cool of the air, the way Mary cherished this wild 
dream in her heart.  We want to hear it all; we don’t want to miss a 
thing.  So today we pray- can you help us listen closely?  Amen. 
 
Lessons and Carols 

 

Mary’s Invitation                          Luke 1:26-38                
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a
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kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her.                                      
 
Carol                                                O Come All Ye Faithful         
                       
O Come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come and behold him,  
born the King of angels;  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!   
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
The Preparation for the birth of Jesus    Luke 2:1-5                      

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24920b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24921c
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Carol                                     O Little Town of Bethlehem  
          
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above they deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark street shineth the ever-lasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.       
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above while mortals sleep, 
the angles keep their watch of wondering love.   
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth.   
Your voices raise to God in praise; and peace to all on earth.                          
  
Jesus is Born                                    Luke 2:6-7       
               
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.        
             
Carol                                             Away in a Manger         
                                        
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.   
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the bay awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.   
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Jesus’ birth announced to the Shepherds    Luke 2:8-14   

      
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
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before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the 

Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c] 

 

 
 Carol                                  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                    
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels 
bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; “Peace on the earth, 
good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King.”  The world in solemn 
stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; above its 
sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, and ever o’er its 
Babel sounds the blessed angles sing.  

 
The Shepherds find baby Jesus   Luke 2:15-18   
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 

                        
Carol                                              The First Noel  
 

The first Noel, the angels did say, was to certain poor shepherds  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14+++++++&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14+++++++&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14+++++++&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24980c
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in fields as they lay; in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.   
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the king of Israel. 
 
The looked up and saw a star shining in the eat, beyond them far,  
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and 
night. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the king of Israel. 

                                                    
                                                  

Affirmation of Faith 
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One:  We believe in hope. 
All: We believe that hope is to dream with our eyes wide open. 
One: We believe in peace. 
All: We believe that peace is not found by accident.  Prepare the 
way. 
One:  We believe in joy. 
All:  We believe that joy is angel choruses and gifts from the Magi, as 
well as soul food, big tables, fireside, singing carols, and the body of 
Christ gathered as one. 
One:  We believe in love. 
All:  We believe that God loves us so much that God could not stay 
away. So God showed up as a child.  We believe that love is real, and 
we know that it changes us. 
One: Therefore, we believe in the power of dreams, 
All:  And we believe that nightmares, which are all too real here and 
now, will have no place in God’s promised day. 
One:  Until then, we believe in passing the light, in showing up, in doing 
the work, in listening for angel choruses, and in learning from the 
youngest among us.  
All: We believe. Help our unbelief. Amen.      
                

Message      

 

Prayers of the People 
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We come to you tonight with dreams tucked into our pockets, admitting 
that at times it feels risky to dream.  At times it feels risky to ask for too 
much, to believe in that which we cannot see.  So instead we make 
wishes on stars and search for luck in clover fields.  Instead of sinking 
into you, we try to control the narrative.  However, somewhere 
rumbling deep in our heart, there is a dream of a better world, trapped 
like a caged bird.  Open our eyes to you in our midst.  Give us the 
confidence of Mary to sing into the mystery.  Dust your dream for us off 
the shelves of our hearts until once more, we are those who dream.  
Amen. 

                                                                                       

Celebration of Holy Communion 

 

Communion Meditation                                                                
Communion Prayer                                                                               
Words of Institution                                                                        

 

Lighting of Candles 

 Carol                                             Silent Night, Holy Night           

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,  
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;  
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!       
                

Blessing                                                                                        

 


