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to learn more  
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I am happy to announce that the Ruth 

Allen Circle WILL meet Saturday 

October 10, 2020 at 10:00am in the 

church fellowship hall. We will be social 

distancing and bring your mask. Please 

bring your own drink. 

Sue Bowman will be the hostess and 

have the study. 

I hope that you will be able to come 

and share with us in fellowship. 

Juanita Anderson  

Ruth Allen Circle Leader  



Current  
Concerns: 
Joe Bowen 
Jim Bowman 
Charles Bruns 
Steve Dennison 
Rollie Dorsey 
Steve Farrington 
Nikolas Fullenkamp 
Dennis Garrett 
Emma Harvey 
Beverly Hershey 
Anna Hoarzey 
Jeanne Hoffmeister 
Ken Hoffmeister 
Marilyn Holmes 
Cyndi Johnn 
Josi Jones 
Karen Jones 
Tracy Kaylor 
Charles Kratzer 
Kratzer Family 
John Lott 
Amber McVeigh 
Joe Mattix 
Nicole Merschman 
Bonnie Meyers 
Bob Morawitz 
Tom Morrison 
Richard Newberry 
Pauline Nichols 
Randy Nielsen  
 & Family 
Dennis Pohlpeter 
Nick Rhode/Jessica 
Steve Rube I 
Robert Schlapia 

Oweda Schneider  
Jim Settles 
Bambi Smith 
Braylyn Stevens 
Serena Vincent  
 

Long-Term  
Concerns: 
Jan Bindewald 
Sam Cook-Ransdell 
Melba Crago 
Helena Dauma 
Tony Dixon 
Dennis Dowell 
Sue Dowell 
Daniel Drago 
Toni Gaylord 
Beverly Gobble 
Ora Halferty 
Terri Hampton 
Chase Harkey 
Randy Herbert 
Charles Kratzer 
Brody McKenzie 
Olivia Nord 
Beverly Oge 
Barb Peitz 
Dan Ramsey 
Cody Raines 
Nick Reuther 
Bill Seyb 
Ardelle Skillern 
Kielly Vermazen 
Frances Vikturek 
Mary Ward 
Shawna Williamson 
 
 

 

Military: 
Adam Baker 
Shane Bowman 
Allen Graydon 
Jody Ross 
Shawn Schneider 
Jared Watson 
All Veterans



Again this year, our church plans to participate in Trunk or 

Treat.  Due to the Covid-19, it will be held at the Baxter Sports 

Complex and will be a drive-through style event with no 

games.  We will have a decorated car and hand out candy, 

similar to what we did last year.  If you would like to help by 

donating candy, please leave it at the church office during 

office hours: 

Monday 9am—4:30pm 

Tuesday through Thursday 9am—12pm  

by Thursday, October 22nd.  If you would like to help at the 

event, be at the Baxter Sports Complex at 4:00 on Friday, 

October 23rd.  And be sure to bring your little ones later to 

share in the fun! 

When:  Friday, October 23rd, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Where:  Baxter Sports Complex, 48th Street between Bluff 

Road and Business Highway 61, Fort Madison 

CWF Executive Board will meet on Monday, October 5th at 

9:30 a.m.  In order to keep our social distance, we will meet 

in Fellowship Hall instead of the Library.  Please be sure to 

wear a mask and bring your own drink if you would like to 

have one. 

Linda Smith 

CWF President 

It’s that time of year again. We are asking members of the 

congregation to consider giving Reconciliation offerings during 

this week and the next.  



Oct. 3, 2020 

The Upper Midwest is going virtual for our 2020 All Congregational 

Gathering. Join us online on Oct. 3 for a chance to worship, 

celebrate our ministries, and welcome our new Regional Minister 

and President, Rev. Joshua Patty. 

The morning will begin with a brief business meeting at 9:30. 

Voting for new Operations Council representatives will be completed 

online prior to the Gathering and announced during this business 

meeting. The regional budget for the 2021 calendar year will also 

take place during this meeting. Voting members of the region 

include all clergy with current standing as well as two delegates 

from every Upper Midwest congregation. Voting delegates will 

receive a zoom link to be able to join into the discussion and voting 

for the business meeting. Be sure the pre-register in order to 

receive the link directly. For all non-voting delegates, the business 

session will be live-streamed. 

Worship will begin at 10 a.m. and will include 

 Greetings from across the region 

 Musical contributions from a number of our own congregations 

 Prayers for our communities in need 

 Communion (be sure to have your own supplies ready as well!) 

 Celebrations of our regional and local ministries 

 Commissioning of our new regional leadership 

 A message from our new Regional Minister and President, Rev. 
Josh Patty. 

Following worship there will be a question and answer get 

acquainted session with Rev. Patty. Register today to receive the 

live-streaming link by email. Learn more, offer a question for Rev. 

Patty, or review the business items at: https://

www.uppermidwestcc.org/2020acg  



Praise the Lord and pass the potatoes!  Well, not potatoes, 

rather pulled pork sandwiches with bbq sauce on the side, 

baked beans, coleslaw and a cookie bar. 

We had enough food for 120 people.  We send 109 meals out 

the door for the EMM and took the rest to some of our church 

family. 

I want to thank Deb Kramer, Jan Richers, Sharon Loffler, Ken 

Steeples, Leslie, Dan and Harry Dalstra for their great help in 

the kitchen and curb side. 

And, many thanks to my salad team for the cole slaw:  Jan 

Richers, Diana Peck, Phyllis Anderson, Vicki Lair and Barb 

Wilkens. 

Another big thank you to the sweetest ladies...the dessert 

team...for the cookie bars:  Betsy Darley, Sharon Loffler, Dianne 

Hope, Deb Kramer, Dawn Schnicker, and Linda Smith. 

And finally, to all who support this ministry through 

donations.  We couldn't do it without you. 

The number of meals keeps going up, so this ministry continues 

to be important to our community. Thanks again to all! 

Sharman Steeples 

Parish Partners are hosting A Blessing of the Pets! 

Sunday, October 4th at Central Park at 2 p.m. (weather 

permitting) 

Come enjoy the outdoors with other pet lovers and receive 

a special blessing. 



 

Unlocking the heart of faithful stewardship. 

We are embarking upon a season of stewardship at First 

Christian Church. Together we will spend four weeks exploring 

the concept of stewardship in worship, beginning on October 

18th and concluding on November 8th. Stewardship is more than 

our finances, it is about our relationships, our gifts and talents, 

and care of creation.  It begins with the fundamental claim that 

God invites us to be good stewards of the earth. 

As we begin, we invite you to consider what you bring to our 

community and what you receive.  Consider areas where you 

hope to grow.  As followers of Christ we are called to be faithful 

stewards of all that God has given us.  We are called to be 

stewards of the message of the Good News.  We are called to be 

stewards of our resources, including those we have inherited and 

the potential within our community (think the gifts and resources 

of those who have come before us and the newest members of 

our community, especially the children!)  We are called to be 

generous in our stewardship in how we welcome in everyone in 

their beauty and diversity (think hospitality). 

Are you aware that Jesus spoke more frequently about money 

and possessions than any other topic?  It is an important aspect 

of our lives as followers of Christ.  What we do with our money is 

a great indicator of our priorities.  Consider the woman with the 

alabaster jar full of costly perfume ... 

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a 

man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an 

alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure 

nard.  She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, 

“Why this waste of perfume?  It could have been sold for more 

than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.”  And they 

rebuked her harshly. 



 

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus.  “Why are you bothering her?  She 

has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor you will always have 

with you, and you can help them any time you want.  But you 

will not always have me.  She did what she could.  She poured 

perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial.  I tell 

you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the 

world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of 

her.”                                  

                                                                                         

~Mark 14:3-9 

The woman with the alabaster jar witnessed a great act of 

servanthood to Jesus.  She weighed the cost of her gift and out 

of love for Jesus gave extravagantly. We all have an alabaster 

jar; while it might not look exactly like the one in the woman’s 

story, it is the item that you prize, your earthly treasure.  We 

know that we should break the seal and open and give 

generously, but oftentimes we only pour a little out, so we can 

conserve the rest.  The question of faithful stewardship is what 

will you do with your alabaster jar? 

Faithful stewardship cannot be boiled down to only wise money 

management or responsible giving, it is the practice of 

extravagant love.  God gives to us in extravagant ways, the 

question is how will you respond to the gift of love?   What will 

you do with your alabaster jar? 

God desires that we enjoy life fully and give joyfully. Your tithes 

and offerings are a critical part of how we can make a difference 

in our church, our community, and our world. 

~ Pastor Leslie Dalstra & 

The Trustees: 

Ken Steeples 

Linda Smith 

Mark Wise 
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