
Contact Info: 

Rev. Leslie Dalstra 

(915) 342-3536  

fccfmpastor@gmail.com  

 

Office: 

319-372-4193 

fccfm@yahoo.com 

Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

First-Christian-Church-Fort-

Madison-Iowa-

391986210901826/?

ref=br_rs 

Visit us on the Web at  

www.fccfmdicsples.org 

Or scan here…. 

 

 

 

 

to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

 

The Cookie Angel sign-up sheet for 

March & April has been posted.  

If you are interested, the sign-up 

sheet is located above the coffee 

bar. 

There are still some slots for servers 

to fill for Elder, Diaconate, and     

Liturgist. The sign-up sheet for these 

unfilled slots will be on the table in 

front of the main pillar in the      

Narthex. 

If you are of the few members of the 

church that can fill these slots, take 

a look at the list on Sunday and try 

to fill in a slot or two.  



February 23, 2019 

Shut ins:  John P. 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Gene B. 

Deacon: Pam R. 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne H. 

Deacon: Jana H. 

Liturgist: Ken S. 

Usher: Pam R. 

Communion Prep 

Gerry P. 

& Jessi P. 

Fellowship Angels 

Mel H. 

& Becky Q. 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Marjolein L. 

 

 

 

March 1, 2019 

Shut ins:  Joy K. 

  

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder:……………….. 

Deacon: Mel H. 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Dianne H. 

Deacon: Donna B. 

Liturgist: ……………….. 

Usher: David S. 

Communion Prep 

Jan R. 

& Alice B. 

Fellowship Angels 

  

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Gerry P. 



  The CWF Executive Board will meet on Monday, March 

2nd, at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Library.  Thank you to 

Sharman Steeples for making up this year's CWF      

Yearbook and to Mary Dennison for auditing our 2019    

financial records.  Copies of the Yearbook are available   

in the narthex. 

Wednesday, March 11, we serve a Lenten Luncheon at 

11:45 a.m. at the Presbyterian Church, 

 Saturday, March 15, Bake Sale and Soup and Sandwich 

Lunch in Fellowship Hall.  The Bake Sale starts at 9:00 

a.m.; Lunch is served from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Linda Smith, CWF President 

During the month of January we donated 44 pounds of food 

and other items to the Food Pantry. Thank you to everyone 

who donated.  

The February and March Items of the Month are:  

 

 
 

 

 

There is an urgent need for these items.                             

Please donate if you can. Thank you  

 Shampoo  

 Deodorant  

 Toothpaste  

 Body Soap  

 Shower Gel  

 Detergent  

 White Flour  



by Pastor Leslie Anne Dalstra 

The wilderness is a “state of the wild.”  This Lenten season we 

begin in the wilderness where Jesus goes, still dripping from the 

waters of baptism.  After forty days of fasting, wandering,    

praying and resisting he experiences temptation.  The wilderness 

is a place away from comfort and familiarity.  It is out beyond.  

Each year we are invited to commit to our own Lenten journey.  

It begins in metanoia.  A word often translated as repent, but 

means more than just repentance, it means also “changing one’s 

mind.”  Jesus invites us into his movement by calling us to turn 

toward God and to be open to changing our mind. 

Recently I have been drawn the image of faithfulness being that 

of a rock formation that has been carved by the current of wind 

and water.  The message of the gospel and its practice slowly 

carves us and reshapes us into vessels that contain the message 

deeply within us.  Each year we have the opportunity to do some 

deep soul carving; to allow the wind of the Spirit to shape us 

during the Lenten season.  Sometimes change is gradual, so that 

it can be formative and lasting. 

Growing up, Lent was something that our Catholic neighbors 

practiced, not us.  But in recent years the Protestant church has 

begun to reclaim certain spiritual practices that at first, they    

rejected in their splintering away from the Catholic church.  

While we do not mandate a strict adherence to Lenten practices, 

I have found that seeking out my own, has had significant      

impact on my faith formation. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, when we gather as a faith   

community to remember our mortality and seek repentance.    

In a way it gets us back the essence of the gospel message that 

Jesus offers at the beginning of his ministry:  To repent, to 

change one’s mind.   



 

Lent draws us into the valleys, unnoticed spaces, the spaces of 

suffering.  Perhaps Lent will call you to seek out those who are 

in need.  To experience the presence of Christ in those who are 

hungry, in need of clean clothing, in prison or who are sick.  

Perhaps this Lent, you will be drawn into the silence and take on 

a practice of listening for the voice of God.  Or perhaps you will 

take on a practice of daily journaling, of marking the moments 

in your day for which you are grateful and the moments for 

which you seek forgiveness.  Journaling then can be a way for 

you to later go back and notice how God was indeed carving you 

toward deeper faithfulness this Lenten season.  If you plan on 

taking on a practice this season, let me know so I can pray for 

you as you journey forward. 

Ash Wednesday  

At St. Luke’s at 6 p.m. on February 26.  Pastor Leslie Dalstra 

will be delivering the homily.  The church will be open at 5 pm 

for light refreshments and the opportunity for  prayer before 

service begins. 

Silent Retreat  

On Saturday February 29 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  We will begin 

at 9 a.m. in the sanctuary with instructions. Each participant will 

receive a prayer booklet to guide you through a variety of 

rooms with prayer stations.  All ages are welcome to attend and 

I ask that you come with the expectation that children will need 

parents to speak quietly to them offering instructions verbally 

and that children may want to share insights verbally as well.  

You will be welcome to go at your own pace.   



 

Lenten Study  

Will be with Pastor Leslie Sunday from 3-4 p.m. beginning on 

March 1.  Pastor Leslie invites you to join her to read, ponder 

and discuss the book Adam; God’s Beloved by Henri J.M. 

Nouwen. The study will run for 4 weeks. 

The back of the book reads: “In the year before his unexpected 

death in 1996, Henri Nouwen set out to write a book about the 

Creed.  His plans changed when he learned of the death of his 

friend Adam Arnett, a profoundly handicapped young man from 

the L’Arche Daybreak Community where Nouwen then lived. 

Adam could not speak or even move without assistance.  

Gripped by frequent seizures, he spent his life in obscurity.  And 

yet, for Nouwen, Adam became “my friend, my teacher, and my 

guide.”  It was Adam who led Nouwen to a new understanding 

of his faith and what it means to be Beloved of God. 

Through the story of Adam, Nouwen found a new way to tell 

God’s story of Jesus and the story of all of us human creatures, 

broken and yet beloved, who live in a world charged with the 

mystery of God’s love. 

Completed only weeks before his own death Adam became 

Nouwen’s final, precious gift, a fitting summation of his own 

message and legacy.” 

Each week we will gather to discuss the following chapters: 

March 1: chapters 1 and 2 

March 8: chapters 3 and 4 

March 15: chapters 5 and 6 

March 22: chapters 7-9 

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex for this study. 



03/01 Arthur & Linda N. 

03/01 Brian & Patty S. 

03/02 Sharon S. 

03/08 Ace M. 

03/10 Jan R. 

03/10 Teresa G. 

03/11 Linda S. 

03/11 Lauri W. 

03/13 Donna B. 

03/13 Diana W. 

03/13 Kaden S. 

03/14 Paul H. 

03/15 Phyllis A. 

03/15 David S. 

03/15 Jared K. 

03/20 Beth O. 

03/20 Jana H. 

03/20 Keegan S. 

03/22 Daneil W. 

03/23 Alex S. 

03/26 Alvin H. 

03/28 Ardelle S. 

03/30 Lynnely H. 

Join our ecumenical community at Union Presbyterian on 

Wednesday’s during Lent. Lunch service begins at 11:45 a.m. 

and the program will begin at 12:10 p.m. Proceeds from the 

donations, for the meal, will go to help cover the cost of     

unpaid lunch accounts at our local schools. 



March 2020  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

3pm Lenten 

Study  

2 

9:30 CWF Ex. 

Board—

Library 

3 

9am CBS 

4 
11:30 Lenten 

Lunch at   

Presbyterian 

7:15pm Choir  

5 

10am Bible 

Study 

6 

 

7 

Ruth Allen 
Circle 

10:00 Library 

8 

3pm Lenten 

Study  

9 

 

10 

9am CBS 

11 

11:30 Lenten 

Lunch at   

Presbyterian 

7:15pm Choir  

12 

10am Bible 

Study 

13 14 
9:00 Bake 

Sale 

11:30 Soup 
Lunch  

15 

3pm Lenten 

Study  

16 

 

17 

9am CBS 

 

18 

WIC 

11:30 Lenten 

Lunch at   

Presbyterian 

7:15pm Choir  

19 

WIC 

10am Bible 

Study 

20 

WIC 

21 

 

22 

3pm Lenten 

Study  

23 24 

9am CBS 

25 

11:30 Lenten 

Lunch at   

Presbyterian 

7:15pm Choir  

26 

10am Bible 

Study 

27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31 

9am CBS 

    



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


