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The Worship Ministry Team is accepting  

donations of poinsettias to be placed in the 

sanctuary for Christmas.  You may bring 

your poinsettia (or have it delivered) to the 

church any time this week or next during 

office hours. You may also bring it to    

worship with you on Sunday December 15 

or December 22.  If you wish to           

memorialize a loved one with your      

poinsettia, please write the name of the 

person you wish to honor (along with your 

name if you desire) on a card and attach   

it to your poinsettia.  The cards will be     

collected and the names printed in the 

Church Mouse.  Thanks for your help in 

making our sanctuary look special for this 

Christmas season. 



The Christmas Offering supports regional ministries.  In 32 regions across the 
United States and Canada, ministers are nurtured and congregations are provided 
opportunities for work and worship.  Often recognized for the ministries of 
camps and conferences, regions also play a critical role in the preparation and  
authorization of ministerial ordination.  Both are key to church leadership and  
development.  Regions partner with congregations to support the work required 
to call a new minister.   
 

Our finest gifts support the work of regional ministries this Christmas.   
Our regional ministry works to: 

 

 Connect congregations to each other 

 Foster faith development 

 Gather Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies 

 Nurture the development of a new generation of pastors 

 Assist churches in calling new ministers 

 Interpret the global mission of the Church 

 Represent the Church in ecumenical gatherings 

 Counsel and pray with those who are troubled of spirit 

 Lead the Church to address racism 

 Inspire leaders to experiment and create 

 Witness to the power of God to make things new 
 

The Christmas Special Offering supports all of these and many other ministries  
of our regions. This year’s Christmas Special Offering will be collected on       
December 15th and 22nd.  Please give generously. 



Items for the week of December 8th to the 14th are:  Package 

of Oatmeal, Package of Noodles, Canned or Bottled Juice,   

Spaghetti Sauce, Tomato Soup, and Chicken Noodle Soup. 

Items for the week of December 15th to 21st are: Canned 

Green Beans, Canned Carrots, Canned Mixed Vegetables, 

Canned Tomatoes, Box of Crackers, and Canned Corn. 

Any non -perishable food donation is welcome, however, and 

will be included in the challenge. Last Sunday we collected 20 

pounds.  

First Christian Church bell ringers raised an astounding 

$1,364.99 for the Salvation Army this year!  That is more than 

triple what we raised in the two previous years.   

Thank you to everyone who participated. 



 

Invite your friends and family to celebrate the Christmas     

Season with an evening of music performed by recording artist 

Sara Groves. 
 

Sara Groves is a singer/songwriter and recording artist with   a 

passion for justice and a heart of mercy. She has partnered 

with the International Justice Mission to advocate for victims of 

human trafficking for the past 12 years. Sara has been      

nominated for 7 Dove Awards and has produced a string of 

successful albums including her latest Christmas album, Joy   

of Every Longing Heart. This is Sara's 14th studio album and 

2nd Christmas album.  
 

Fri., Dec. 20, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

First Christian Church, 3476 Main Street 

Keokuk, IA 52632  
 

Buy tickets HERE or online at 

Eventbrite.com 

And search “Sara Groves Christmas Concert” 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sara-groves-christmas-concert-tickets-76172833997?aff=ebdssbdestsearchC:/Users/Disciples/Documents/AMY%20McVeigh


by Pastor Leslie 
 

Advent always draws my attention toward the concept of home.   

I love Eugene Peterson’s contemporary imagining of the       

prologue in John’s gospel, when he says that God moved into 

the neighborhood.  Our homes are nestled in communities, in 

neighborhoods.  As followers of Christ, we believe that God is 

dwelling in and among us, in the strangers we pass on the 

street, in those with whom we dwell with at home, at work, in 

church; in our friends and familiar places that we frequent. 

 We are called during this season of active waiting and        

preparation to make room.  Maybe we need to re-arrange the 

furniture, or toss no longer needed items into a donation bin.    

I love a good house cleaning, of dusting off, vacuuming up,     

tidying up, especially in anticipation of a house guest’s arrival.  

These actions can be used as metaphors for our spiritual lives.  

So, I wonder what in our lives we need to pack up and move 

out?  Are there attitudes that we allow to take up room in our 

lives that are harmful to ourselves and to others?  Do we make 

ample room for judgement and grudges to take up space in our 

lives?  How about fear?  What do you need to do so that you 

can increase unconditional love, mercy, grace and forgiveness? 

How can you make more room for God to take up residence in 

your soul?  What habits or traits do you wish to embody this 

year?  We have just a few more weeks of Advent preparation.   

I pray that it is fruitful as you work to create more room for  

God in your life. 



Please join us for a service of lessons, carols, communion and 

candle light on Tuesday, December 24th at 4:30 p.m.  Pastor 

Leslie will be leading the service.  Make time to come and wor-

ship God on one of the holiest nights of the year! 

 

You are invited to join with Pastor Leslie as she reads through 

the bible each year.  A reading guide for each month will be 

available in the Narthex.  

There are still many slots open for the 2020 January—June  

server schedule. Please sign-up if you haven’t done so yet.  


