
First Sunday in Advent 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Call to Worship 
Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

One:  The power of dreams lies in waking up.   
     For when we close our eyes,                                                                   

 All: We can see a better world.  
One: When we close our eyes,  
All:  We can dream a better dream. 
One: But when we open our eyes, 
All:  We begin the work of faith. 
One: The power of worship is the same.  When we worship. 
All:  We can see a better world. 
One:  When we worship, 
All: We dream a better dream.  We begin the work of faith. 
One: We find hope here. 
All:  We find hope together. 
 

Opening prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
A prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Original Dreamer, over and over again in scripture, we hear your 
dream for a beautiful world.  We hear your dream for peace and 
reconciliation.  We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness.  

 

 
  

   

  



We hear your dream for community and hope.  We hear your dreams, 
and yet we do not open our eyes.  We continue to live with the curtains 
drawn, the covers pulled tight, eyes shut to the realities of the world.  
Forgive us.  Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest 
nights.  Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this sleeping 
world.  With hope we pray as Jesus taught us Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 

 

Opening Song – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here,  

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind;  

bid envy, strife and quarrels cease;  

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy – The Candle of Hope  

A prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

I dream of sunflower fields. 



I dream of key lime pie with a mile-high meringue. 
I dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd. 
I dream of snow days. 
I dream of empty beds in jail cells. 
I dream of a world that will let kids be kids. 
I dream of full tables instead of empty bellies. 
I dream of schools with enough money to teach. 
I dream of parents with enough money to feed. 
I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then 
we might forget that this is not what imagined. 
So today we light the candle of hope, for hope is the very thing that 
keeps dreams afloat. 
 

Candle is lit. 

 

May this light be an invitation to keep awake. 
May this light be our invitation to be Advent people – people who 
dream.   
 

Prayer for Illumination 
A prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

O Great Dreamer, You dreamed up the stars in the sky.  You dreamed 
up that magic baby smell and the way cream sinks into coffee.  You 
dreamed up the crunch of fall leaves and jazz music.  You dreamed up 
wisteria and evergreen and the pure magic that is a six-food-tall 
sunflower.  And in the midst of all of that, You dreamed up a dream for 
your people – a dream of hope and justice, a dream for eyes wide 
open, to both the world’s suffering and the world’s beauty.  So today, 
was we read scripture, we ask that You would plant that dream in us.  
Pour out Your Spirit on our hearts, and minds so that we may see what 
You see, and dream what You dream.  Gratefully, we pray, Amen. 
 

Hebrew Scripture   Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 



 as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
    and do not remember iniquity forever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Gospel – Mark 13:24-37 

 
 “But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 



 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from 
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn,  or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Message – Advent Hope 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to Offering 

Offering prayer 

Holy Communion 
Communion Invitation 
Communion Prayer 

Words of Institution 
Prayer after communion 

A song of sending forth – We Are Here 

We are here to sing for joy 
To shout aloud the name of the Lord 



We are here to give You praise 
Hallelujah, Holy is Your Name 
 
We are here to spread your news 
Till all the world has heard the truth 
Till all the nations will proclaim 
Hallelujah, Holy is Your Name 
 
You are holy 
You are righteous 
You are great and glorious for You are God 
You are worthy 
Lord you’re mighty 
To worship is the reason we are here 

 

Blessing 

Post Worship Reflection 
 
Doris Donnelly teaches us that hope is the belief that “there is a way 
around our troubles and the boundaries of the possible are wider than 
they may seem.”  Consider how this definition enriches your current 
understanding of biblical hope. 
 
What do you hope for this Advent season?  How can you actively wait 
for it? Consider how your posture of waiting can transform you in the 
process. 

 

 

 

 

   



 


