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Dear friends, 

Our next End of the Month Meal is scheduled 

for Monday, July 27.  Due to Covid 19 and our 

inability to meet in the sanctuary, we must 

make other arrangements for 

donations.  Please mail a donation to the 

church, or include it in your offering by 

designating the amount for End of the Month 

Meal.  Your donations are greatly appreciated 

and will keep this ministry going. 

Also, if you want to provide a dessert, salad 

or help serve and clean up, please contact 

Sharman Steeples  319-669-9321 or 

steeples5133@hotmail.com. 

Sharman Steeples 

Diane Mattix 

Jan Richers 

Thank you very much to all of those who sent 

me a card. I appreciate all of your kindness. 

Hope you are all staying well! 

Chyanne Loffler 



Current  
Concerns: 
Randy Block 
Joe Bowen 
Jim Bowman 
Charles Bruns 
Jean Campbell 
Steve Dennison 
Carroll Franklin 
Nikolas Fullenkamp 
Dennis Garrett 
Emma Harvey 
Beverly Hershey 
Anna Hoarzey 
Jeanne Hoffmeister 
Ken Hoffmeister 
Marilyn Holmes 
Debbie Ireland 
Cyndi Johnn 
Josi Jones 
Karen Jones 
Tracy Kaylor 
Kratzer Family 
John Lott 
Brody McKenzie 
Amber McVeigh 
Joe Mattix 
Nicole Merschman 
Calvin Meyer 
Bonnie Meyers 
Bob Morawitz 
Tom Morrison 
Richard Newberry 
Pauline Nichols 
Randy Nielsen  
  & Family 
Dennis Pohlpeter 

Nick Rhode/Jessica 
Steve Rube I 
Nick Reuther 
Robert Schlapia 
Oweda Schneider  
Jim Settles 
Bambi Smith 
Braylyn Stevens 
Serena Vincent  
 

Long-Term  
Concerns: 
Jan Bindewald 
Sam Cook-Ransdell 

Melba Crago 

Helena Dauma 

Tony Dixon 

Dennis Dowell 

Sue Dowell 

Daniel Drago 

Toni Gaylord 

Beverly Gobble 

Ora Halferty 

Terri Hampton 

Chase Harkey 

Randy Herbert 

Charles Kratzer 

Olivia Nord 

Beverly Oge 

Barb Peitz 

Dan Ramsey 

Cody Raines 

Bill Seyb 

Ardelle Skillern 

Kielly Vermazen 

Frances Vikturek 

Mary Ward 

Shawna Williamson 
 

Military: 
Adam Baker 
Shane Bowman 
Allen Graydon 
Jody Ross 
Shawn Schneider 
Jared Watson 
All Veterans 



 Dear church family,  

Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus!  

Our COVID-19 response team met Wednesday evening, June 24th. We have 

created parameters for worship under phase 2 to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of our worshipping community. If the COVID-19 case count in Lee 

County remains at a plateau or is at a decline, we will begin in person 

worship on Sunday, July 5th! We will be recording the service for those who 

are unable to come to worship in person. If we need to cancel because of an 

increase in cases we will post that information on our website, on our doors 

and on our FB page.  

I am grateful for our COVID-19 response team, they have spent many hours 

reviewing a large amount of information and have been faithful in helping to 

create a safe environment so that we can have a meaningful worship 

experience in person.  

What you can expect for service during phase 2 is:  

1. Doors will open at 9 a.m.  

2. All doors that lead into the sanctuary will be propped open so you will not 

have to touch any door knobs.  

3. Handrails will be sanitized throughout the welcoming time.  

4. We hope to begin worship at 9:15 a.m. and to be finished 30 minutes 

later.  

5. We strongly encourage everyone to wear a face mask unless you have an 

underlying health condition or are under the age of 2. We have masks 

available at the church if you need one.  

6. We ask that everyone maintain at least 6 feet of distance between 

themselves and people outside of their family unit.  

7. The sidewalk will be marked to ensure physical distancing of 6 feet while 

you wait.  

8. If you do not have the need to use the ramp and entrance on Ave F, we 

ask that you enter through the doors on 10th Street.  

9. You will wait your turn for an usher who will take you to your seat. Every 

other pew will be used to insure 6 feet of distance between you and other 

households.  



 

10. There will be a hand sanitizing station at both entrances to the 

sanctuary for you to use. It will be next to the offering tray, so please 

have your check or envelope readily available. There will be an offering 

tray by the exit in case you do not have your offering ready when you 

arrive.  

11. There will be no paper, envelopes, hymnals or bibles in the pews.  

12. We will seat people in the front and work toward the back of the 

sanctuary.  

13. We may need people to sit in the balcony, we will be asking for 

volunteers who are confident that they can manage the stairs safely.  

14. There will be connection cards in each pew for each family to fill out. It 

is imperative that every household fill out this form, with their name and 

phone number. If someone in our service tests positive for COVID-19, the 

hospital will need to be able to contact everyone who has been in contact 

with that individual.  

15. There will be no paper bulletins. We will use the screen to post the 

liturgy.  

16. Communion will be placed in your pew before service begins. It will be 

prepared and placed in compliance with food handler safety measures.  

17. If you would rather bring your own communion, you are welcome to 

do so.  

18. You will exit the sanctuary through the doors that lead to Ave F. We 

will empty the space from the front to the back of the sanctuary.  

19. Service will not have singing or the passing the peace and will be 

abbreviated to hopefully reduce or eliminate the need for people to use 

the restroom while in the building.  

20.There will be no Sunday school. If you are bringing children to worship, 

please explain the expectation to them in advance, that they will need to 

remain in the pew with you during worship. You are welcome to bring 

coloring books, crayons, etc., to help them through the worship service. 

We will not be having a children’s moment.  

21. There will be no fellowship time before or after worship in the building.  



 

During this phase, we encourage those over 60 and those with preexisting 

medical conditions to continue to worship online. Our hope is that as the 

threat of COVID-19 decreases and protective measures are lessened, we 

will eventually get back to full worship, with all of the elements that feed 

our souls and draw us closer to God and our beloved community. We are 

planning a multi-phased process. What that means is that, the measures 

we put into place at the beginning will only be in place for a time. 

Hopefully, the next step after will be a lessening of restrictions. All of this 

depends on the number of active cases in our county and the assurance 

that our hospitals have the necessary beds and equipment to handle the 

number of patients infected.  

Our goal is to post the service on FB and Youtube by 11 a.m. This will 

ensure that everyone has access to the service whether they are 

physically in the sanctuary or participating from home. Full liturgies will be 

available for those who are unable to come or watch on their phone/

computer/iPad.  

While we are excited about opening on July 5th, we also are mindful that 

the changes will require grace and a great deal of flexibility. Worship will 

not be like it was before COVID-19, it will be shorter and will not have 

some of the elements that are deeply meaningful. We expect this news will 

bring about a mixture of emotions, just as it has for all of us on the COVID

-19 response team. We all hold within us grief and joy. We are called to be 

faithful and always be mindful of the most vulnerable in our community.  

Your COVID-19 team is:  

Cheryl Simpson, Leadership team moderator  

Jeff Metcalf, Lead Elder  

Ken Steeples, representing the Trustees  

Jana Hubbs, representing the Deacons and Praise band  

Sue Bowman, representing the Worship ministry team  

Dawn Willson, representing the Leadership team and acting secretary  

Rev. Leslie Dalstra, Pastor.  

If you have a pastoral need, please do reach out to me. (915) 342-3536.  

Blessings,  







First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


