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 The February and March Items of the 

Month are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is an urgent need for these items. 

Please donate if you can. Thank you 

 Shampoo 

 Deodorant 

 Toothpaste 

 Body Soap 

 Shower Gel 

 Detergent 

 White Flour 



February 9, 2019 

Shut ins:  Gene B. 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Jeff  M. 

Deacon: Pam R. 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeff  M. 

Deacon: Jana H. 

Liturgist: Jeff  M. 

Usher: Pam R. 

Communion Prep 

Gerry P. 

Fellowship Angels 

Dianne H. 

& Sue B. 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Marjolein L. 

 

 

 

 

February 16, 2019 

Shut ins:  Sue B. 

& Jim B. 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Tim W. 

Deacon: Vicki L. 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Tim W. 

Deacon: Gerry P. 

Liturgist: Linda S. 

Usher: David S. 

Communion Prep 

Vicki L. 

Fellowship Angels 

Donna B. 

& Juanita A. 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Marjolein L. 



Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee, and development 

mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

More than a week, it is a ministry of the whole Church, 

reaching those in need “around the world, around the 

year”.  As of 2019, Week of Compassion has been in       

operation for 75 years.  They are proud of their history, but 

also recognize that there is so much work yet to be done.  

Your support enables them to faithfully respond to human 

need around the world; empower communities to build and 

rebuild; and partner with other church organizations as the 

Body of Christ.  Around the year and around the world, 

Week of Compassion remains committed to sustaining this 

faithful presence far into the future.  Their core values are: 
 

 CONNECTION  Partnering with individuals, congregations, 

and organizations to serve the needs of the world; 
 

 INTEGRITY  Honoring the commitment to faithful stew-

ardship, ensuring gifts entrusted to Week of Compassion 

are making the most impact; and 
 

 ACCOMPANIMENT  Embodying God’s grace by committing 

to a long-term presence with communities in need. 
 

The Week of Compassion Special Offering will be accepted 

on February 16th and 23rd.  Please give generously. 



by Pastor Leslie Anne Dalstra 
 

How many of us, when facing a tragedy or a misfortune, 

ask “why did this happen to me?”  I know that I have been 

there.  It is a good question to ask, because in asking it we 

are able to discern if it was simply bad luck, or if we could 

have done something to prevent the event from happening.  

If you watch toddlers learn about their world, they often  

repeat actions to see if the same result will happen over 

and over again.  If I drop my cup from the table will it fall 

again?  Will the liquid spill out?  They also dominate      

conversation with the phrase “why”, over and over again.  

Even from a young age, we seek to know why.  But we also 

want to know how and where.  Toddlers are keen to know 

where their parents or care givers are.  To know in the 

darkness of night that they are not too far away or when 

they get hurt or injured someone will care for them. 
 

When we are thinking theologically, we may ask the same 

“why?” question to God.  In the book of Job, his friends go 

right to that question.  They understand God as one who 

gives favorable outcomes to the faithful and unfavorable 

outcomes to the unfaithful.  They believe that Job who has 

suffered greatly, must have done something to bring his 

suffering upon him. 
 

Jesus’s disciples approach suffering in the same way.  They 

approach a blind man and wonder what he or his parents 

must have done to cause his blindness, what sin had been 

committed.  Blindness then is a sign of unfaithfulness.  Yet 

in both the book of Job and in the gospels, the answer is 

not found in asking “why?”, it is found in asking “where?”. 



“Where is God in suffering?” is a very different question 

than “why do people suffer?”  The end of Job paints an   

image of God creating the universe and being present in 

mysteries too big for us humans to imagine or understand.  

The psalmist proclaims that there is no place where we 

can venture, even to the far reaches of the earth, where 

God is not.   
 

Incarnation draws us into an understanding that God was 

present with Jesus as he sought out the sick and             

marginalized and healed them, to the point that large 

crowds were following him around.  Incarnation also 

means that God was with Jesus even when his disciples 

and followers abandoned him in his hour of need.  God 

was with Jesus.  We may never be able to answer the 

“why” questions, but as followers of Christ we can answer 

the “where” question.  In places of deep suffering God is 

present. 

Our youth will gather on February 5th, February 12th,    

February 19th and March 4th to explore prayer (why it is 

important, the many ways to pray, how it changes us and 

how it changes God.)  If you know someone that is in   

middle or high school who would benefit from our study, 

please invite them to join us at 7 p.m. on the listed nights! 


