
 

Forth Sunday in Advent 
Those who dream … are not alone! 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Passing of the Peace 
Call to Worship 
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One:  I knew joy, but when I hear the laugh of my child, 
All:  Suddenly, joy was overflowing. 
One:  I knew love, but when you held my hand, 
All:  Suddenly, love was overflowing. 
One:  I knew God, but when you showed me grace, 
                  when you forgave me,  
                  when you loved me, 
                  when you raise me, 
All: Suddenly, God was overflowing. 
One: So, let us worship God together as a reminder that God is here 
and we are never alone. 
 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
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God of Good News, You say to me, “You are highly favored,” but I 
struggle to see how that could be.  You say to me, “Do not be afraid,” but 
I am afraid all the time.  You say to me, “Even the impossible is 
possible, just look at Elizabeth!”  But hope slips through my hands like 

 

 
  

   

  



water.  The impossible still feels impossible.  So today I pray, today we 
pray: Teach us to sing like Mary.  Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth.  
Teach us to trust like the angels.  Forgive us when we can only do one 
at a time, or none at all.   
 
God in Community, Holy in One, anoint us with your grace, even as we 
pray as Jesus taught us, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen 
 
 

Opening Song – O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come and behold him,  
born the King of angels;  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!   
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy – The Candle of Love  
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A: I dream of music that makes my heart swell. 
B: I dream of trees that take my breath away. 
A: I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light. 
B: I dream of family dinners that feel like home. 



A: I dream of church services that give me hope. 
 B: I dream of love as the default. 
A: So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle of 
love. 
 
Light the candle of hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 
B: May this light burn as a reminder that God is here and God is love. 
A: We are not alone.  Thanks be to God for a love like that.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
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Holy God, before You could speak, You were speaking – leaping in 
wombs, kicking, stretching, jumping for joy.   
You have always found a way to show up in our midst;  
particularly on our fearful or lonely days.   
 
So today, as we crack open our Bibles,  
fluttering through these old beloved pages,  
we ask that You would move again.   
 
Stir in us.   
Speak to us.   
Fill us with the Holy Spirit.   
 
And if we are not able to hear Your Word clearly,  
then give us Elizabeth’s who will point out Your presence in delight 
and joy.  Before You could speak,  
You were speaking, so here and now,  
Creator God, we are listening.  Amen. 
 

Gospel reading – Luke 1:26-38, NRSV 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 



you.”   29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – A unison respond to the Good News! 
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We believe that this world is hard – Harder than it has to be.  When 
the world falls apart around us, we believe in listening for the 
angels that day, “Do not be afraid,” and in seeking out the 
Elizabeths in our lives – those who laugh with joy at our arrival and 
throw open the doors to their homes.  We believe that healthy 
relationships can offer healing, through the laughter of cousins, the 
joy shared between siblings, and the home found in partnership. 
 
Therefore, we believe in church families, in chosen families, and in 
the love that extends beyond family.  We believe in friendships, in 
neighbors, and in leaning on each other when the going gets tough. 
 
We believe in the Triune God – Lover, Beloved, and Love itself- 
inherently relational, always connected, and never alone. 
 
We believe that that same belovedness exists for us.  We believe 
that we are loved and claimed, Never alone. 
 



Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 

Message –  Greetings Favored One! 
 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to Offering 

Offering prayer 

Holy Communion 
Communion Invitation 
Communion Prayer 
Words of Institution 
Prayer after communion 

A song of sending forth –  Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo- Gloria, in excelsis De-o Ah! Gloria in excelsis De-o! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?   
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Glo- Gloria, in excelsis De-o Ah! Gloria in excelsis De-o! 
 

Blessing 
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As you go, 
May you have the strength to dream 
wild dreams of justice, and peace, and joy that overflows. 
May you have the humanity to listen 
to the dreams of others. 
May you have the confidence to trust 
that the God who heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt hears your 
dreams as well. 



And may you have the conviction to return 
to this space, for our best dreams are those we dream together. 
In the name of God the original dreamer, 
Jesus the dream come true, 
and the Holy Spirit who enables us to be those who dream, 
go in peace, go in love. Amen. 

 
Post Worship Reflection 
 

Who is your go to person when your world is turned up-side-down? 

This passage highlights both the internal and exterior journey that 
Mary makes in answering God’s call in her life.  Consider how God 
journeys with us daily, helping us make more room for love, banishing 
our fear. 

 

 


