
 

Stewardship Season week 20 – October 18, 2020  
For this service you will need (if you have it in your home) bread and juice 
for communion.   
  

Call to Worship and Opening prayer have been adapted and come from  
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/  

  
Welcome and Announcements  

Welcome to this time of worship! 
Please have your communion ready,  
if you do not have bread and grape juice that is okay. 
We will also be doing a virtual offering. 
If you are sending a check to the church have that with you … or if you 
plan on giving on-line go to fccfmdisciples.org 
 
We are collecting candy for the YMCA’s trunk or treat event for the 
community on October 23. 
 
Our food pantry is also in need of non-perishable items, these too can 
be dropped off at the church during office hours.  We have a cart to 
collect the items right inside our main doors. 
 

 

We had added reflection questions at the end of the liturgy.  You are 
encouraged to use them this week as you allow today’s story of Good 
News to lead you forward! 

 

Passing of the Peace  

Reconciled, forgiven and free.  Let us pass the peace of Christ with 

those in your home and by commenting high or “peace of Christ” in 

the comment section! 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


Call to Worship 
One:  All who are thirsty, come! 
People: God is the fountain for our lives. 
One:  All who are hungry, come! 
People: Jesus feeds us with goodness and grace. 
One:  Rich and poor, young and old, neighbor and guest, come! 
People: The Holy Spirit gathers everyone around the Table. 
 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
We try to distance ourselves from you, Loving God, and you spread a 
picnic of grace, waving us over, with a big grin on your face. We 
whisper our worries in the night, and you say, "You don't have to 
shout!" Your compassion is spread over our brokenness like we 
spread Nutella on toast. 
 
When we are tempted to spend our lives on all the luxuries offered to 
us by the world, Brother of the hungry, you set up a table piled high 
with grace, hope, peace, joy, and wonder under a big sign which reads 
"Clearance!  Everything 100% off!!" 
 
When we get all in a sweat over whether or not we can meet all our 
self-imposed expectations, you take your bandana out of your back 
pocket, Spirit of peace, wiping our faces, and handing us a cup of cool 
water, whispering, "Relax.  I've taken all that off your shoulders." 
 
We rejoice in your gifts which are ours, God in Community, Holy in 
One, even as we pray as we are taught, Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

Opening Song – Waiting Here for You 

If faith can move the mountains 

Let the mountains move 

We come with expectation 

Waiting here for you, I’m waiting here for you 



You’re the Lord of all creation 

And still you know my heart 

The Author of Salvation 

You’ve loved us from the start 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands lifted high in praise 

And it's You we adore 

Singing Alleluia 

You are everything You’ve promised 

Your faithfulness is true 

And we're desperate for Your presence 

All we need is You 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands lifted high in praise 

And it's You we adore 

Singing Alleluia 

Singing Alleluia 

Alleluia, singing alleluia, alleluia 

Waiting here for You 

With our hands lifted high in praise 

And it's You we adore 

Singing Alleluia 

Waiting here for you 

With our hands lifted high in praise 

And it's You we adore 

We're singing Alleluia 

I'm singing Alleluia 

Waiting here for you 

With our hands lifted high in praise 

And it's You we adore 



Singing Alleluia 

Singing Alleluia 

Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Chris Tomlin / Jesse Reeves / Martin Smith 
 

 

Hebrew Scripture -  Isaiah 55:1-5 

 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

    my faithful love promised to David. 

See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a ruler and commander of the peoples. 

Surely you will summon nations you know not, 

    and nations you do not know will come running to you, 

because of the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has endowed you with splendor.” 

 

Gospel Reading -  Matthew 14:13-21 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

https://www.lyricfind.com/


followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a 

great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their 

sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This 

is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 

that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  
16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something 

to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 

fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the 

crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left 

over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate 

were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Message – Spoons into Ladles  

 

Almost every time I am with Dan’s family  
I hear a particular story about Dan  
that brings back memories of childhood  
and a great deal of laughter.   
 
When my husband Dan was a little boy growing up in California,  
he broke his arm on a couple of occasions.   
One time the doctor, after putting the cast on his arm,  
ordered his mom to tie Danny’s arm  
up to the bottom of the top bunk,  
to keep it elevated.   
 
They lived in Lompoc near Vandenberg air force base  
and often the house shook when a rocket took off.   
Did I mention they lived in California?   
What else might make a house shake in California? 
 
An earthquake.   



So, one sunny afternoon,  
Danny was in bed with his arm tied to the bottom  
of the top bunk and the house started to shake.   
Now the shaking lasted longer than when a rocket took off  
and the family realized it was an earthquake.   
They did what you do in an earthquake  
and that is leave the building as quickly as possible. 
While outside, his mom realized that Danny was not with them, 
because he was tied to the bed,  
So, as the story goes  
she got down on her hands and knees and crawled back  
into the house to his bed to get him untied and out of the house.   
She would always tell the story with a thick southern accent  
and with great anxiety and compassion  
to her voice for her little boy. 
 
Stories like these are common in Dan’s family,  
particularly about Dan because he is the youngest by 8 years  
and his older siblings can more vividly remember  
his younger years than he can.   
 
We tell stories, to remind ourselves about our connection,  
to relive memories and so that we don’t forget. 
  
The scripture before us today, is a well-known story,  
it is the only miracle story that occurs in all four gospels and in 
Matthew’s gospel is occurs twice.   
The repetition and the account of it in all four gospels tells us that this 
story was important to the early church.   
The memory of this miracle was too great to be forgotten. 
 
In Matthew’s first account of this miracle,  
he sets the stage.  Jesus is grieving after hearing that his cousin John 
the Baptist had been beheaded.  Jesus’s grief is mixed with his anger 
over the injustice of his cousin’s execution and so he goes off to be by 
himself. 
 



Yet the crowd that followed had great need, so rather than run further 
off, to a more deserted place, Jesus had compassion on them and 
healed the sick.   
 
As the day was drawing to a close the disciples approached Jesus and 
say “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 
away so that they may go into the villages to buy food for themselves.” 
 
Jesus replied by saying “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” 
 
Now in the other gospel accounts we get a glimpse into the questions 
we ask when faced with a problem bigger than our capacity to see a 
viable solution. 
 
Mark has the disciples respond in this way "Are we to go and buy two 
hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?" (Mk 6:37) 
 
Luke’s disciples say "We have no more than five loaves and two fish—
unless we are to go and buy food for all these people" (Lk 9:13). 
 
John’s  disciples respond with these words "Six months wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little" (Jn 6:7). 
 
Matthew simply has the disciples respond with these words “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish. 
 
So, I want to pause for a moment and ask a question. 
What is the difference between a spoon and a ladle?   
One is made for self-service and the other is made for serving others. 
 
The disciples look at what they have,  
five loaves and two fish and do some simple math  
and realize that what they have looks more like a picnic for  
13 than for 5,000 plus women and children. 
 
It does not take someone skilled in higher math to figure that one out. 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mk%206%3A37&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Lk%209%3A13&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Jn%206%3A7&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible


Their meal then came with spoons and not with a ladle.  
Yet Jesus asked the disciples to place their loaves and fish on serving 
platters rather than on plates. 
 
We hear this story within each gospel to remind us that Jesus still calls 
us today to do what defies mathematical division and instead believe 
in grace, in abundance, and in the miracle of multiplication. 
 
Just when we have convinced ourselves that we have nothing, 
absolutely nothing to offer,  
Jesus asks us to bring what we have to him, 
even if we have discounted it as something that is not of worth, 
something we don’t believe can meet a real need, something that 
appears to be limited.  We are to bring what we have and ask Jesus to 
bless and multiply, and to take action to meet real needs and not to 
hoard what we have but to give to others. 
 
These resources are not limited to what is in our lunch bag, or in our 
homes, or in our banks, they also include our time, our energy, our  
abilities, and our acquired skills. 
 
We hear this story within each gospel because we are not to forget, 
and we are charged with telling it to the future generations, so it is not 
forgotten. 
 
Because as followers of Christ, we find ourselves in a similar situation 
that the disciples found themselves in: faced with a challenge that is 
sparked by some need that we feel we don’t have the resources  
to meet the need and instead of walking away defeated  
we are to meet the challenge with great faithfulness. 
 
Like all compelling stories of the gospel we are to both to remember 
and to anticipate.   You see what is so beautiful about this story is its 
simplicity.  In some way or another we have been there.   
We can imagine the crowd, out in the wilderness. 
 
Out away from the connivance of grocery stores or street vendors:   
the actions are simple, ask the crowd to sit down, 



 hold up the loaves and bless them and break them and share them.  
  
We have experienced at the Thanksgiving table, we’ve experienced it 
at a fellowship dinner, we’ve experienced it weekly at the communion 
table.   
 
We have heard it said in a similar way when manna was shared in the 
wilderness.  As people of God, part of God’s family, we look back, we 
remember, we re-experience who God has been as we experience 
who God is today as we look forward to what God will do tomorrow.   
  
We remember and we live into the story of the exhausted freed slaves 
receiving manna in the wilderness.   
Knowing what it is like to feel an empty stomach,  
empathizing with those who don’t know where their next meal will 
come from.  There in the wilderness God provided manna  
in the desert and so our vocabulary begins,  
we make the connection that out in the wilderness, 
 out in the desert, God is present, and God provides.   
 
In the bleakest environment, God provides. 
We are invited to enter the story, to stand in the shoes of the disciples, 
skeptical as they might be, right there on the brink of a miracle. 
 
We are to stand, as member’s God’s family with a rich variety of 
family stories to tell and remember the story we hear about Elisha  in 2 
Kings 4:42-44. 
 
A man came …. bringing . . . twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain 
in his sack. Elisha said "Give it to the people and let them eat." But his 
servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred people?" So he repeated, 
"Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 'They shall 
eat and have some left.'" He set it before them; they ate, and had some left, 
according to the word of the Lord. 
 
We are to remember and to anticipate as we share what we have. 
 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=2%20Kings%204%3A42-44&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=2%20Kings%204%3A42-44&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible


The interesting thing is that the story of the loaves and fish fits into 
this overall narrative of sharing.   
It foreshadows the Lord’s Supper which is yet to be told by Matthew.  
When we hear it, we remember how Jesus took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it.   
 
We stand in our present wilderness that can feel very much like a 
barren landscape, where waves of anxiety tug and pull throughout 
our day.  This pandemic has plunged many into despair which colors 
our day with scarcity.   
 
We can easily view life through the lens of what we do not have and 
focus on the emptiness.   
In these moments God gently nudges us to turn our spoons into ladles.  
To believe in the goodness and abundance of God  
 
Thomas G. Long, in commenting on this passage, says, 
With desperate and hungry people camped all over the church lawn, 
Jesus turns, then and now, to his followers and speaks what is either a 
cruel joke or lavish divine humor: "They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat" (M.t 14:16). The disciples, fully aware that their own 
resources are not up to the magnitude of the need (Mt 14:17) nonetheless 
trust that the jest is a divine one and obey Jesus. (Long, 165) 
 
And so, with baited anticipation we hear the story again, like it is the 
first time, wondering how it will all work out and there it is, the 
disciples end up with leftovers!  Twelve baskets full of bread and fish.  
Spoons turned into well used ladles; plates turned into weighed down 
platters.  Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Holy One of unparalleled abundance, we give our thanks and praise 
for You meet us in our wilderness moments, in the starkness of 
scarcity, when our well of compassion and understanding has dried 
up and  You offer us water to quench our thirst. 
You cast a wide invitation offering us nourishment for our bodies and 
souls replenishing our storehouse of love and mercy. 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mt%2014%3A17&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible


 
Where we see dead ends and are gripped by fear You offer us a 
banquet of daily bread and overflowing cups.  Nourish us and fill us to 
the brim.   
 
You take what we consider to be a meager offering and You bless, 
break, and offer it in abundance to a world in need.  Give us the eyes to 
see the bounty of gifts, talents, and resources among us.   
 
Heal us of our division, mend our broken ways.  Unify us in Christ. 
 
Just as Jesus met the crowd’s deep needs with compassion, grace 
those among us who are ill, suffering and dying with Your eternal 
compassion.  Cover them with Your peace.  Great Physician, heal us of 
all that ails us.    
 
We pray for families living in homeless shelters or in cars.  We pray 
for those who live under highway bridges and who sleep on park 
benches.  We pray for those who do not know where their next meal 
will come from.  We pray for those who have lost their way and 
burned all bridges with their communities.  We pray for communities 
engulfed in flames, we pray for communities covered in flood waters, 
we pray for communities that are struggling with inequality, with 
unrest, and overwhelming fear.   We pray for first responders, for 
national, state, and city leaders.  We pray for physicians and 
infectious disease doctors seeking to cure us of the coronavirus.  We 
offer to You all that we hold in sacred silence, offering a prayer of 
release … 
 
Grateful that You hear us when we cry out, compassionate God cast a 
vision of bounty and needs met.  Embolden us to be the very hands and 
feet of Jesus, in whose name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to Offering 



God has created a world of abundance for everyone.  Yet many do not 
share in the bounty.  Christ calls us to find sufficiency among us and to 
make sure that all are fed.  We give as we have been blessed. 

 
 Offering Prayer 
 Abundant God, thank you for all you have given us to satisfy our 
needs.  You quench our thirst and alleviate our hungers when we turn 
to you.  You turn scarcity into plenty and give us the opportunity to 
help others.  May our offerings proclaim your goodness and mercy.  
May they be devoted to extending the beloved community of your 
people.  Keep our words and actions attuned to your will, that we may 
offer to all what they need from your hand.  Amen. 
  

Holy Communion 
Invitation to the Communion Table 
This is the table of our Lord. 
Who invites us to come and be nourished well. 
Offering us liberation from all that entraps us in fear. 
Showing us that there is always enough, more than enough 
at the table of grace. 
For here God provides the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 
 

 
 Communion Prayer 

Here at this Table, God of abundance, 
you feed us with that grace and peace 
which is offered at no cost to us. 
May the Holy Spirit bless the bread, 
as it is broken and shared 
     so we might have the strength 
     to hold those whose knees wobble 
     from fear and despair. 
May the Holy Spirit bless the cup, 
as it is poured out and given to us 
     so we can go to lift up 
     the hopes which the world 
     has dashed to the ground. 



May the Holy Spirit gather up 
the broken people and create 
a community of wholeness. Amen. 

 

 Words of Institution 
Today we remember what our traditions teaches:  
At the end of a journey among friends,  
Gathered around a table …  
Jesus took bread, said a blessing,  
Broke it and said,  
This is the bread of life, given so that you may know life.  Eat and 
remember me.  

  
Later he poured a cup of wine, warm and earthy offered a 
blessing and said this is the cup of forgiveness, poured out so that 
you may know forgiveness.  Drink and remember me. 

  
Post Communion Prayer 
God of Holy Abundance, graced by the goodness at this table 
may we carry with us this moment into our week.  Seeking out 
moments to break, bless and offer to the world the goodness You 
have provided for us.  Open our hands, to be faithful stewards of 
the bounty You have blessed us with!  Amen. 

  

Song of Sending Forth – Mighty to Save 
 
Everyone needs compassion 

A love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 

Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Savior 

The hope of nations 

Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 



Forever author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

So take me as You find me 

With all my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 

I give my life to follow 

Everything I believe in 

And now I surrender 

Savior, Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God, my God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of salvation 

He rose, He conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 

We're singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 

We're singing for the glory of the risen King 

Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 



Forever author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

Savior, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: Ben Fielding / Reuben Morgan 
Mighty to Save lyrics © Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 

 

Blessing 
One:  Go out to wrestle with God and the world this week.   

Know that God intends that you will feel blessed. 
People:  We believe that God preserves our lives.  All we have is a  

gift from our Creator. 
One:  God bids us welcome others into the faith community.   

Christ commands: Give them something to eat. 
People:  As God has fed us, we want to share God’s bounty.  We  

want to pass on God’s steadfast love. 
One:   Call on God in your times of need.  Listen for the answers  

God supplies. 
People:  God keeps covenant with us at all times.  We will seek to 

keep our promise to God. 
One:   Amen. 
People:   Amen. 

https://www.musixmatch.com/


 
Post Worship Reflection 
 
Consider the areas of your life where you allow scarcity and fear to 
reside.  What would it take for you to see something different? 
 
Consider what you have to offer to your congregation and/or 
community, even it seems rather small and insignificant, pray for God 
to bless your offering. 

 
 


