
 

Contact Info: 

Rev. Leslie Dalstra 

(915) 342-3536  

fccfmpastor@gmail.com  

 

Office: 

319-372-4193 

fccfm@yahoo.com 

Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

First-Christian-Church-Fort-

Madison-Iowa-

391986210901826/?

ref=br_rs 

Visit us on the Web at  

www.fccfmdicsples.org 

Or scan here…. 

 

 

 

 

to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

The last day for donations for this year's Care 

Connections Share the Warmth coat giveaway will 

be Thursday, October 10.  Please leave your      

donations of new or gently-used coats and other 

warm clothing in the tub in the narthex by that 

date.   

The event will be held on Saturday, October 12, 

from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the               

Salvation Army Diamond Center, 1415 Avenue 

M.  Set-up will be held the day before, Friday    

the 11th, at 9:00 a.m.  Set-up consists of hang-

ing donations on racks or placing them on tables.  

If you are interested in helping with that or the 

event itself, just stop by.  It's always such a  

heart-warming experience; the recipients are so  

grateful.  It's open to everyone; there are no 

qualification requirements. 

Thanks! 



October 6, 2019 

Shut ins: Joy Kuper 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dianne Hope 

Deacon: Vicki Lair 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Jana Hubbs 

Liturgist: Linda Smith 

Usher: Pam Reuther 

Communion Prep 

Jan Richers 

& Alice Bowen 

Fellowship Angels 

Becky Queisner  

& Jeanne Hogan 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Mary Lou Roberts 

 

 

October 13, 2019 

Shut ins:  Sue Bowman 

& Joe Bowman 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dan Darley 

Deacon: Betsy Darley 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: John Peitz 

Deacon: Mel Holtkamp 

Liturgist: Dawn Willson 

Usher: David Smith 

Communion Prep 

Jan Richers 

& Alice Bowen 

Fellowship Angels 

Jan Richers 

& Sherry Aschbrenner 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Mary Lou Roberts 



Plans are coming together for our decorated car in the YMCA's 

Trunk or Treat event.  We need your help, though, to make it a big 

success. 

We're looking for someone to make a sign that identifies our 

church as the sponsor of the car.  It should say "First Christian 

Church" and have the Disciples red chalice symbol on it.  

The display has a Peanuts theme and includes a cardboard      

stand-up picture of Linus and Sally.  We need a way to stabilize the 

picture so that it stays upright and can sit on the YMCA parking lot 

without falling over.  

The Trunk or Treat event at the YMCA Parking Lot will be held on 

October 25 from 5:30 to 7:30; on that  day we'll need volunteers 

to decorate the car, hand out treats, and help with the bean-bag 

toss game that will be included. 

If any of these things sound like something you'd like to do, please 

contact Kim at the church office (372-4193) or Linda Smith.   

We will also need donations of trick-or-treat candy or cash to buy 

some with, so everyone can participate in some way. 

This sounds like a fun event and a chance to help make the     

community more familiar with our church.  Please try to participate 

if you can. Thanks! 

Harvest Dinner 
Sunday, October 20 will have a Combined service at 9:40am with 

the Harvest Dinner starting afterwards.  

Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, and Gravy will be provided by Hy-Vee   

catering.  Please bring either a hot or cold dish to share, and your 

own table service. Drinks will be provided by the church. 

A free will donation will be available near the kitchen.  



The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a history dating from the 1960s of     

sharing our resources to address the racism of our society and the racism within 

our own church. We have called this process the Reconciliation Ministry. 

Recent events have reignited the conversation about human brokenness          

evidenced in the sin of racism and perpetuated in our institutional structures 

and systems. Your generous giving to the Reconciliation Ministry is transforming 

lives and strengthening Christ’s witness in the world, showing that we love one 

another, even as Christ continues to love us! 

We receive this offering in the fall and use the funds throughout the year to give 

grants to the pro-reconciliation/anti-racism initiative to organize to dismantle 

systems and structures that perpetuate this sin of division within the Church. 

The 2020 Vision adopted by our church names this work as one of the four     

priorities of our mission together as a whole church. This voluntary annual  

offering is the only source of funding for this ministry.   

Please join in supporting this ministry on October 6th. 

The Ruth Allen Circle will meet Saturday, October 19, 2019 at 10:00 am in the 

Church Library. We will have the circle meeting and then carpool to Keokuk 

for the Salad Luncheon at 12:00. Get your reservations to Linda Smith (Call 

the Church Office to get her number) by October 14.   

You may bring your candy donations for Trunk or Treat and your Food Pantry 

items to circle. Canned Vegetables are needed. Hope you will put October 19 

on your calendar and join us for fun and fellowship 

Juanita Anderson 

Ruth Allen Circle Leader 



What’s next, God?  

by Pastor Leslie 

So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent? 

There’s nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a       

decent burial and get on with your new life. God’s Spirit beckons. There are 

things to do and places to go! 

15-17 This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending 

life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, 

Papa?” 

Romans 8:12-15 MSG 

This is one of my favorite passages in all of scripture.  Eugene Peterson’s  

master filled wordsmithing of the text into contemporary language sings on the 

page.  It reminds us that living a resurrected life requires that we let go of      

absolutely everything that enslaves us to a way of life that is not life giving.    

Because, “there are things to do and places to go!” 

This going and doing is reflected also in Matthew’s gospel, which begins with a 

stunning tale of Magi traveling from a distant land to visit the newborn king.  

Bookended in the final chapter of his gospel, the risen Christ meets with the 

disciples on a mountain overlooking the vast landscape, encouraging them to 

go out to serve because, “there are things to do and places to go!”  Jesus’   

ministry was always on the move, crossing the boundaries of insider and     

outsider.  Congregational ministry at its best works to bridges those gaps      

between insiders and outsiders, creating a welcome feast for all to come.     

And though we come together to worship, to study and to pray together, we   

are also called out into the world to serve. 

Along the way, we bump into problems as a congregation.  It is natural,         

because after all we are a human organization.  As we faithfully work to     

solve problems, I encourage you to consider this mantra “love the problem    

not your solution.” 

 

(Continued on next page) 

 



 

When we love the solution, we quickly jump to how we have always handled a   

similar issue.  The problem with that is that we tend to turn our focus behind us.      

It is kind of like driving by looking through the rear-view mirror.  (A pretty dangerous 

endeavor!)  Many congregations do this to maintain the status quo and it happens 

this way:  The solution to a problem is presented by the leader of the group,       

everyone agrees, and it gets filed away until a similar problem arises in the future 

and the pattern repeats.  Which then gets us into a mindset where we are afraid to 

venture out beyond what is comfortable, because we have always done it this way.  

Which can lead us down a slippery path, where we no longer know why the solution 

was a faithful response to the problem before, instead we are relying on the      

faithfulness of those before us and not on our own in community.  It leads us to 

make huge assumptions and allows us to keep problems at arm's length. 

Which is why this mantra might unsettle you at first, because it requires that we 

leave our assumptions behind, that we refrain from going on autopilot as we think 

we know the correct answer right away.  When we love the problem, we approach it 

anew, asking questions, observing and talking to others both inside the               

congregation and outside of it. 

Another way to think about it comes from Suzanne Stabile who often is heard     

saying to not be attached to the results.  But oh, that is so hard!  We plan, we      

prepare, we do, all along the path toward the end result.  Ministry however is a    

journey, a journey of letting go, of releasing, of living into the new thing that God is 

crafting (think resurrection!). 

After allowing Stabile’s wisdom and this mantra to seep into my practice of ministry, 

I found that I had a change of perspective.  The journey toward a ministry goal     

became ripe with experiences.  No longer was I focused on the end or the bottom 

line, instead I would enter conversation around table with congregants about an 

idea or dream, letting go of my assumptions, as I observed, listened and engaged in 

wonder.  This, too, then seeped out into the community, where needs were not     

assumed. Instead, inquiry and relationship building allowed me to see where God 

was calling us to go and to be about.  Living on the US/Mexican border helped with 

this, not being a native there.  I realized that I had carried with me a number of     

assumptions that were not helpful nor reflective of the people’s lives. It is really 

healthy to release our assumptions because they cause us to judge others without 

honestly knowing them and it prohibits us from listening with compassion and con-

cern.  Let us together discern the problems worth solving and along the way, create 

a metric that will help us to measure what matters in Christian community.   



October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

1 

9am CBS 

2 
6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

3 

10am Bible 

Study 

4 

 

5 

 

6 7 

9:30 CWF 

Ex. Board—

Library 

8 

9am CBS 

9 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

10 

10am Bible 

Study 

11 12 
 

13 14 15 

9am CBS 

 

16 

WIC 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

17 

WIC 

10am Bible 

Study 

18 

WIC 

19 

10:00 Ruth   
Allen Circle 

—Library 

12:00 CWF  

Salad Bar 

20 

Harvest Dinner  

21 22 

9am CBS 

23 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

24 

10am Bible 

Study 

25 

5:30-7:30 

Trunk or 

Treat—

YMCA Park-

ing Lot  

26 

 

27 28 29 

9am CBS 

30 

6pm Men's 

Group 

7:15pm Choir  

31 

10am Bible 

Study 

  



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


