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The Thanksgiving Offering supports 

Disciples colleges, universities and 

theological institutions. Disciples have a 

long history of post-secondary and 

theological education. This offering 

provides a direct connection to 15 colleges 

and universities, 7 seminaries and 

theological programs. Gifts from this 

offering continue the Disciples tradition  

of developing leaders for our  

communities and the Church. 

The Thanksgiving Special offering will be 

collected on November 15th and 22nd. 

Please mark your check or collection 

envelope Thanksgiving Special Offering. 

You may mail your check to the church if 

you will not be attending in person. Thank 

you for your gift 



by Pastor Leslie 

Our nation is buzzing with conversation about election day. The 

divided nature of our country can be distressing. We are 

carrying much with us in 2020. There is a lot that can easily 

plunge us into worry, fear, anxiety or even despair. Let us 

remember these faithful words from the apostle Paul, whose 

ministry compelled him to created unity in deeply divided 

communities. 

“I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in 

Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not 

present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, 

or any other thing that is created.” Romans 8:38-39 

We are more than the political landscape of our country. Unity, 

not uniformity, is our polar star. It is the embodiment of the 

founders of the Stone-Campbell movement, which the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) was born.  We begin from a 

yearning for unity that can rise above all that can separate us. 

We begin in unity and not division. 

Revealed in Christ, we see a Savior that invites all to the table, 

insiders and outsiders, religious leaders, and prostitutes. We see 

a Savior that welcomes tax collectors and zealots to learn and 

follow him. We see a Savior that had compassion for the sick. 

When great need was presented, he took a meager offering of 

five loaves and two fish, blessed, broke, and gave, feeding 

thousands! A living embodiment of the hoped-for great banquet. 

We begin in faithfulness. Creating a space for welcome, 

diversity, inclusion, and unity. Together, we actively defy 

anything that can separate us from the love of God found in 

Christ Jesus: by embodying the same welcome that has been 

extended to us, by embodying the same steadfast love and 

forgiveness that we have received, by embodying the same 

compassion and mercy that we have been embraced by. 



Very soon it will be time for the Salvation Army bell ringers to 

appear. Our church has been helping with this worthwhile 

activity for several years, but we will need a person to head it 

up this year. 

The job involves contacting the Salvation Army to schedule day 

and location, either Hy-Vee, Fareway, or Walgreens. Then you 

would need to draw up a chart that would list times (one-hour 

shifts), volunteers' names and phone numbers. Next you would 

get people to sign up for one or more of the shifts. 

The Salvation Army provides food and other assistance to local 

individuals, families and school children and depends on 

donations from the public. The annual holiday bell ringing is a 

major source of their income. We hope we will be able to help 

them again this year.  

If you are interested in taking on this project, please call  

Linda Smith 

The First Christian Church will be participating in the Reverse 

Advent Calendar for the Fort Madison Food Pantry. Instead of 

receiving something each day of Advent, with the reverse 

calendar, you place a non-perishable food item in a box as 

designated by the calendar.  

During the course of Advent we will have Collection Boxes to 

collect any of the listed food you bring. At the conclusion of 

Advent all the food we collect will be delivered to the food 

pantry.  

We will begin receiving Advent Collection boxes on November 

23rd. The Reverse Advent Calendar is on the next page. It will 

also be posted by the collection boxes. 
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