
MAUNDY THURSDAY LITURGY  

 

You will need communion elements for worship, along with a basin or 

bowl, a pitcher of water or glass and a towel.  Of course, you can 

substitute whatever you have in the house!   

A video will be posted on our FB page and on our Youtube channel on 

Thursday with this service.  You are invited to play the video and 

follow along, reading the bold portions. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVQhGSON7WkTHHF6XIbGteQ?view_as=subscriber  

 

OPENING WORDS OF WELCOME (words from 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/maundy-thursday-in-an-alternativeemergent-mode) 

Welcome this evening to a worship service that is graced in  
the abundant love of God! 
 
Followers of Jesus have been taking this journey 
since his first followers took it, long ago. 
(pause) 
This is the night of love. 
(pause) 
On this night Jesus took a towel and basin, 
and washed his disciples' feet. 
On this night he told them to do the same for others 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVQhGSON7WkTHHF6XIbGteQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/maundy-thursday-in-an-alternativeemergent-mode


to show their love for him 
and for one another. 
This is the night of love. 
(pause) 
On this night, followers of Jesus 
have invited those preparing for baptism 
to begin with them a solemn vigil of prayer and fasting 
until the day of Christ's resurrection is fulfilled. 
This is the night of love. 
(pause) 
On this night, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with his followers 
for the last time, 
and invited them to remember him 
to encounter him anew, 
whenever they did the same. 
This is the night of love. 
(pause) 
On this night, followers of Jesus 
have welcomed those who have returned to the way of Jesus 
after a time of wandering 
and a journey of returning. 
This is the night of love. 
(pause) 
This is the night of love. 
And so, on this night, 
we welcome the penitent -- 
all here have wandered- - 
and invite all preparing -- 
all here are still learning -- 
to join us in hearing and obeying 
the commandment of our Master 
and to feast at his table, 
that we may love one another 
as he has loved us. 

 

KINESTHETIC CALL TO WORSHIP  (written by Sarah Are; Sanctified Art) 



Brothers and sisters, I invite you to wiggle your toes. Gently roll your 

ankles, and let the tension go. And if you do have dust on your feet, 

shake it off, for here you are clean.  

And now, brothers and sisters, I invite you to flex your legs. I invite 

you to touch your kneecaps, wiggle, and stretch. Recollect the times 

you stood on holy ground, or moments when you stood for one who 

needed you around.  

Now, brothers and sisters, I invite you to open your hands. Stretch 

your fingers wide and close them again. Notice that there are no holes 

in your palms, and remember that, ultimately, love has won.  

And now, brothers and sisters, take a deep breath. For we are in 

sacred space—here we are kept. You belong to me, and I belong to you. 

So let us prepare our hearts for remembrance and truth.  

 

 (Let us pray)  

 

OPENING PRAYER  (written by Sarah Are; Sanctified Art) 

God, we lay you down, and you rise again. We pack you up, but you 

don’t stay within. We walk away, and you trail our heels. We lock up 

our hearts, try to force you to steal. We put you in our pockets, but you 

radiate peace. We bury our hearts, but you continue to beat. We hold 

our breath, but you make us breathe. We try to sleep, but you find our 

dreams. We deny your name, and still you’re there. We paid them in 

silver, and still you care. We turn our backs, but you don’t go 

anywhere. We throw stones, and you whisper a prayer.  God, we have 

pushed you out in every way, again and again, countless times per day. 

And you still say our names like lines from a love song, refusing to 

deny that we belong. So forgive us, we pray, because tomorrow will be 

the same. We will lay you down, and you will rise again. We will pack 

you up; please don’t stay within. Amen. 

 



LESSON 1: WATER 

READ  //   John 13:1-11  

HEAR  //   Poetic Reflection on Water (written by Sarah Are; Sanctified Art) 

RESPOND  //   Remembrance of Baptism  

If you are alone, dip your hands in a basin of water as you remember 

your baptism. 

If you have someone with you, take turns pouring water over your 

hands into a basin or into the sink. 

Towel dry your hands when you are done. 

 

LESSON 2: BREAD 

READ //   Matthew 26: 17-30  

HEAR  //   Poetic Reflection on Bread (written by Sarah Are; Sanctified Art) 

RESPOND  //   Communion (words from 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/maundy-thursday-in-an-alternativeemergent-mode) 

Pastor: This is the night of love. 
And this is the table of love. 
At this table, Christ, who loves us, is with us. 
 
He is with us, and we are his. We belong to God.  
And so we pray: 
We are yours, all yours, blessed Triune God, 
all our lives, all our thanks, all our praise, 
all our fears, all our grumbling, all our hesitations, 
all our loves, all our joys, all our passions, 
we give them all to you, with bodies, and minds and voices. 
Yours, all yours! 
 
Yours the blessing, yours the praise, 
from the unimaginable silence before the big bang, 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/maundy-thursday-in-an-alternativeemergent-mode


beyond the farthest reaches of time and space we may ever find, 
from infinity to infinity, everlasting to everlasting, 
you are God, boundless in love and power. 
 
What are we that you should notice us? 
What are we that you should love us? 
What are we that you should call us into covenant with you, 
a covenant we continually broke 
and you continuously sustained. 
Mercy! How full of mercy! 
 
You are holy, O God! 
You are worthy, O Christ 
Worthy in your birth! Worthy in your living! 
Worthy in your loving! Worthy in your serving! 
Worthy! Worthy! Worthy! 
 
You preached good news that God's kingdom has drawn near 
and gathered disciples, then and now, to learn and show the world 
what life in God's reign means: 
healing for the sick. 
new life for the dead, 
cleansing for the lepers, 
sight for the blinded, 
food for the hungry, 
freedom for the possessed, 
love poured out for all. 
Worthy the night you took a towel and basin, 
washed your disciples' feet, 
and taught them to do likewise. 
 
Worthy too, the same night we betrayed you, 
when you took the bread, blessed it and broke it, 
and gave it to your disciples. 
Worthy when you told them, 
"This is my body broken for you. Remember me." 
We remember. 
 



Worthy when you took the cup, 
praised God and shared it, 
and worthy when you said, 
"This is my blood of the new covenant for you. Remember me." 
We remember. 
 
We remember, and we praise you with our lives 
and these gifts of bread and wine, 
proclaiming with one voice the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Come upon us, Holy Spirit. 
Come upon us, Holy Spirit. 
Come upon these gifts. 
Come upon these gifts. 
Come and fill this feast, Holy Spirit, 
on this night, and every night. 
 
All blessing, honor, glory and power 
be yours, Holy Triune God, 
now and forever. 
Amen! 
 
Share in bread and cup. 
 

LESSON 3: SILVER 

READ  //   John 13:21-30; Matthew 26:14-16  

HEAR  //   Poetic Reflection on Silver (written by Sarah Are; Sanctified Art) 

RESPOND  //   Confession  

Prayer of Confession (based on John 13:34-35) 

 
God's love for the world has been revealed in Jesus Christ, who 
certainly loved us to the uttermost; Jesus – Savior and Lord – who at 
his last meal with his disciples gave them – and us – that new 



commandment: “…love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that so often our discipleship has been weak ... 
when we have failed to serve as Jesus served; 
forgive us. 
                                      
When we have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us; 
forgive us. 
                                        
When we have been happy to proclaim our devotion to Jesus with 
our lips and then denied him by our actions; 
forgive us.                                      
                                         
Merciful God, empower us by your Spirit to be steady and true 
to you in every time of trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
                      

Assurance of Forgiveness (based on John 12:47; 13:1) 

 
Jesus said: "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world"  
 and "having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end"   
 
The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ, we are loved and we 
are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
SENDING FORTH // 
Into the darkness of this night, carry the light and love of Christ with 
you.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TENEBRAE 

  

1 Prayer originally written for and included in our Lenten Prayer Collection. 

Created by: Sarah Are  |  sanctifiedart.org 

WORSHIP NOTES THEMATIC STRUCTURE Upon my initial reading of this story, I was struck by the simple, 

everyday elements that are transformative, sacramental, and world-altering. Elements such as bread 

and water, that show up time and time again in Biblical narratives, often symbolically invite us into new 

life. I felt called to craft a service highlighting these simple elements while also showing the destructive 

arc of that night. There is something very powerful and sacramental about the presence of water and 

bread in an evening that ultimately ends with betrayal. Thus, I designed this service in three parts 

mirroring the three days between Jesus’ death and resurrection. It starts with water—just as creation 

started—rooting us in baptism and the knowledge that we are claimed and known by God. The service 

progresses to Communion, where we are eschatologically reminded that there is always room at the 



table for us, and that Jesus—fully human, fully God—indeed walked this earth with dusty feet and ate 

with his friends. Finally, in the turn to silver, we come face to face with our forgetful and flawed nature. 

We are reminded how easily we can turn from the promise of baptism and the beauty of Communion to 

betrayal. This final section is raw and honest, as the threat of death hovers closely.  In place of a 

benediction, the service concludes with Tenebrae, the act of darkening the sanctuary. This move is done 

to help shift our hearts from the comfort and light of the sacraments to the anxiety and pain of the 

garden and the cross. We hope this move leads people into Good Friday with deeper longing for the 

glory of Easter Sunday. 

POETIC REFLECTIONS We hope the poetic reflections provide space for people to think intentionally 

about the thematic and sacramental flow of Jesus’ last night. You are welcome to read the poetry aloud 

as it is written, or simply use it as inspiration for midrash, sermons, or liturgy. If reading the poetry aloud 

in worship, we suggest using three different readers, or breaking up each poem into three voices for an 

engaging listening experience. Please include credits to Sarah Are and A Sanctified Art LLC if you include 

or adapt any of the poems for worship. 

RESPONSES TO THE WORD After each lesson, we suggest a particular response. These responses are 

very flexible and can be adapted to best fit the needs of your congregation. Foot washing or a 

remembrance of baptism are the suggested responses to Lesson One: Water. If you choose not to 

include foot washing, you could offer spoken baptismal liturgy, and/or invite people up to the font to 

touch the water in remembrance of their baptism. Communion is the logical response to Lesson Two: 

Bread, however, many churches include a full meal during their Maundy Thursday service. If this is the 

case for you, we suggest pausing the service to enjoy a full meal together instead of Communion. Lastly, 

for Lesson Three: Silver, we encourage you to respond with offering. This could be a creative offering, 

such as written prayers of confession taken to the Table, or it could be a monetary offering, pouring 

coins into the plate. We hope these options enable you to be creative partners with us in crafting a 

meaningful service for your community.  

Created by: Sarah Are  |  sanctifiedart.org 

WHAT IS TENEBRAE? The word “Tenebrae” comes from the Latin word meaning “darkness.” A 

traditional Tenebrae service ends with stripping the sanctuary of all symbols and products implying 

comfort or light, and transitioning into darkness. Thus, if you worship in a sanctuary, remove the 

candles, bible, and paraments. Act slowly and with intention. Clear all tables, table cloths, center pieces, 

etc., and darken the lights. Traditionally, Tenebrae services do not end with a benediction, instead 

ending in silence and darkness. We encourage you to include the following words, or something similar, 

in the bulletin: Following our communal prayers of confession, the church will enter a state of darkness. 

At the end of worship, the space will be stripped of all hopeful reminders of Jesus’ light to help move us 

from the comfort of the Last Supper to the pain of the garden and the cross. Once the sanctuary has 

been stripped, please depart in silence. 

Created by: Sarah Are  |  sanctifiedart 


