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God calls children a true gift and a 

blessing, and they are. Children are filled 

with joy, love, innocence, and laughter — 

all things that adults can lose sight of as 

they grow older. But it’s also our job to 

make sure we cherish these gifts in our 

kids and nurture their faith as they 

become adults themselves. This is God’s 

will — and nothing proves us more loving 

than doing something for a child. 

A toddler moving into a “Big Kid Bed” is 

a childhood milestone.  Sadly, far too 

many low-income families do not have 

the economic means to purchase a bed 

to transition their toddler due to cost. 

Even though there is no specific 

recommended age for transitioning a 

toddler to a bed, for most it is between 

the ages of 2 and 4 years old.  To ensure 

that a toddler growing up in poverty has 

a bed of their own and their parents 

have knowledge on the importance of 

healthy sleep, there is such a program in 

Lee County.  (Cont. on pg. 3) 



(Cont. from pg. 1) 

First Started at First Christian Church in Keokuk, Tom Hakes and a 

handful of volunteers meet for 3 hours on Saturday to build beds for 

a program called “A Bed for Every Child.” I have attached a web 

address to allow you to read more. If it doesn’t open up, simply copy 

and paste it to your browser. 

https://disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Bed-for-

Every-Child-Construction-Manual.pdf 

Our hope at First Christian Church in Fort Madison is to start our 

own program, building beds for children in Fort Madison. If this 

interests you get ahold of Ken Steeples or Jeff Metcalf for more 

details. 

  PS: I delivered three beds to a FM family on Saturday morning, 

who did not have beds for a 3, 5, and 6 year. Along with the beds 

from Keokuk, we at First Christian Church FM, were able to provide 

sheets and blankets for a fourth child, plus 4 new pillows to a very 

much appreciative family. 

Elder Jeff 5/24/2020 



by Pastor Leslie Dalstra 

Throughout the history of the church, the world has faced 

pandemics and plagues.  As the author of Ecclesiastes 

writes, “there is nothing new under the sun.” (1:9).  While 

describing the Justinian plague in the year 545 C.E., John of 

Ephesus referred to it as a “cruel scourge.”  During times of 

crisis we reach out, sometimes to just about anything to try 

and find some sense of balance, some form of control.   

Scripture has been an anchor for the faithful during times of 

crisis.  In its pages we hear the story of a liberating God, 

who rescues God’s chosen beloved children from slavery.  We 

read of God guiding people through the enormous challenge 

of living into freedom and leaning on God rather than on 

Pharaoh.  We read about God’s desire for their new 

community in the Promise Land, where the health of the 

nation will be measured by their care for the widow, the 

orphan and the immigrant.  We read about Jesus seeking out 

those on the margins to bring healing, wholeness and 

compassion. 

God calls us into community, a reflection of nature of God, 

Triune and relational.  God calls us to seek out those in need 

and respond with care and compassion.  In Matthew’s gospel 

we read that we will encounter Christ when we care for the 

hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the ill, the imprisoned. 

(Matthew 25:31-46)  

It warms my heart to hear about the ways that our church is 

reaching out to one another and providing compassionate 

care for their neighbors during this pandemic.  Let us 

continue to be beacons of light, offering the compassionate 

care of Christ, who guides us faithfully forward. 



As the Lead Elder at First Christian, there are three things that I love 

about the Elders I serve with: they know the Word of God, they know our 

congregation, and they’re getting to know personally our Pastor Leslie.  I 

believe these three factors led to the success of our ministry together and I 

believe these three things will lead to a successful ministry in our church.   

I believe our elders have their finger on the pulse of the church.  They 

work to know every family and as many individuals of that family that they 

can.  It would be a lie to say that they knew every person, but I will say it is 

not for lack of trying.  If you remember the song from the show Cheers 

years ago, there was a line in the theme song: “You want to be where 

everybody knows your name.”  That is true.   

  When people know that their elders know who they are, it makes a world 

of difference when they called upon to serve the Church in some form, 

whether giving a prayer, visiting or calling on shut-ins.  There is also an 

accountability that comes with being known. 

   And every minister will say, there is nothing more exhausting than being 

the only resident Bible “expert” in your church.  People desire to go to 

someone they know is studied for the answers to the questions they have.  

 This allows them to grow.  When it is only the minister they can go to, 

there is a bottleneck in the system.  I love that our elders are not only 

studied, but the congregation knows they are.  When elders become 

studiers, the whole church will follow their example. I thank all our Elders 

for the work they do, it shows. 

 2nd Timothy 2:15   

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

Elder Jeff 



In 2001 the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

embraced a bold vision: to start 1,000 new churches in 

1,000 different ways by the year 2020.  And we did 

it!  We started 1,000 new churches… and counting! 

Today, we have welcomed 1,034+ new faith communities 

into the Church.  The Table around which we gather has 

grown in language, diversity, and life experience.  Our 

church has been transformed by the movement of the 

Holy Spirit and an audacious vision to start new 

churches.  Courageous leaders have answered the call to 

grow the Disciples family through the new church 

movement.  They have given their hearts to reaching the 

underserved, welcoming new neighbors, and creating 

communities of love.  And we, as a church, have 

committed to supporting those who have stepped out in 

faith to start new churches.  We celebrate these brave 

leaders and recommit to continuing to support their call.  

Express your gratitude for what God has done and 

contribute to the continued work of starting more 

churches.  Each year, half of what you give stays in your 

Region to support and sustain new churches near 

you.  The second half helps train, equip, assist, and 

nurture leaders across the United States and Canada 

through New Church Ministry programs.  Your gift to the 

Pentecost Offering will help the movement 

continue.  Please participate in the 2020 Pentecost 

Offering. 

Celebrating 1,000 new churches… and counting! 



06/01 Tonya G. 

06/01 Sherry A. 

06/07 Elizabeth W. 

06/07 Jared W. 

06/07 Larry P. 

06/12 Betsy D. 

06/18 Jean Kr. 

06/19 Joan B. 

06/20 Mark B. 

06/20 Karen J. 

06/21 Betty D. 

06/22 Brian S. 

06/23 Sharon L. 

06/23 Donna O. 

06/24 Melvin A. 

06/24 Michael H. 

06/28 Karen F. 

06/29 Jarrod N. 

06/30 Karen W. 

06/06 Ryan & Beth D. 

06/07 Melvin & Wandalea 

  A. 

06/07 Jeff & Kelli M. 

06/08 Dick & Elsie P. 

06/09 Tim & Lauri W. 

06/09 Joe & Alice B. 

06/14 BJ & Sarah P. 

06/17 Dan & Betsy D. 

06/24 Jack & Jean K. 
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