
 

Ordinary time week 24 – November 15, 2020  
For this service you will need (if you have it in your home) bread and juice 
for communion.   
  
The liturgy comes from http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/  

 

Welcome and Announcements 
Passing of the Peace  

 

*Call to Worship 
 
One:  We gather to worship our God: 
People: not only with those whose hearts 

overflow with joy, 
but with those who long to offer 
     their deepest sorrows. 

One:  We gather to follow Jesus: 
People: not only with songs and prayers, 

      but with lives of service and peace. 
One:  We gather to be filled with the Spirit's presence: 
People: not only so we can wait patiently 

for the Bridegroom to come, 
but so we can be with those who are impatient 
     for justice and hope in their lives. 

 

*Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 
We think we can put You in a tiny cage made out of our expectations,  
where you will stay, but You come, God-who-is-always-
unpredictable, composing songs in strange languages, replacing 
pianos with steel drums, gathering us in pubs at closing time, so we 
can learn that to worship You is to be with Your children in every 
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place. 
 
We will only have the patience to wait for You, Jesus-who-comes-as-
the-Bridegroom, when we become impatient enough to challenge the 
excuses of all who tell the poor to just wait; we will only have enough 
faith when we trust that You know what You are doing and do not 
stand in the way; we will only have enough justice when we make sure 
that the have-nots are as valued as the haves. 
 
You would have us keep nothing from God, Spirit-who-brings-the-
new, so teach us to pray with abandon, bringing all that that knocks 
us off our feet, and all that takes our breath away; revealing the messy 
rooms of our souls, opening the empty cupboards of our souls so You 
can stock them with grace and wonder. 
 
Be with us now in these moments, God in Community, Holy in One, as 
we pray as Jesus has taught us, Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

*Opening Song  - God Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

God, whose giving knows no ending,  

from your rich and endless store, 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom,  

costly cross, grave’s shattered door: 

gifted by you, we turn to you,  

offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song, shall rise forever,  

gracious donor of our days. 

 

Treasure too you have entrusted,  
gain thru powers your grace conferred;  

ours to us for home and kindred,  

and to spread the gospel Word.   



Open wide our hands,  

In sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,  

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
serving you by loving all. 
 
 

Psalter reading – Psalm 70 
 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 
    O LORD, make haste to help me! 
 Let those be put to shame and confusion 
    who seek my life. 
Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 
    who desire to hurt me. 
 Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” 
    turn back because of their shame. 
 Let all who seek you 
    rejoice and be glad in you. 
Let those who love your salvation 
    say evermore, “God is great!” 
 But I am poor and needy; 
    hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
    O LORD, do not delay! 
 

Gospel reading – Matthew 25:1-13 
 
 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them;  but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 
and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy it, the 



bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  Keep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour. 

  

Message – Trusting God in the dark 
 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to offering 

Offering prayer 
 

Communion Invitation 

Communion Prayer 
Words of Institution 
Prayer after communion 

Song of Sending Forth – My Life is in You Lord 

My life is in You, Lord 
My strength is in You, Lord 
My hope is in You, Lord 
In You, it's in You 

I will praise You with all of my life 
I will praise You with all of my strength 
With all of my life, with all of my strength 
All of my hope is in You 
 
Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: Daniel Gardner 
My Life Is in You Lord lyrics © Integrity's Hosanna Music 

 

Blessing 

Post-worship reflection  
 

https://www.musixmatch.com/


Recall a time when you have been driven to make hasty decisions 
because of your fear of running out.  Consider how you could have 
responded differently. 
 
Waiting can be hard, explore how waiting for God can deepen your 
faithfulness and illumine your path forward. 
 
 
 


