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to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

 There have been complaints due to 

cellphones being used in the  

sanctuary during Sunday worship. 

 If you attend Sunday worship, turn 

off your cellphones or put them on 

silent.  

It is distracting to others in the pews 

and is disrespectful to the pastor. 

There are still some slots for servers to 

fill for Elder, Diaconate, and Liturgist. The 

sign-up sheet for these unfilled slots will 

be on the table in front of the main pillar 

in the Narthex. 

If you are of the few members of the 

church that can fill these slots, take a 

look at the list on Sunday and try to fill in 

a slot or two.  



Current  
Concerns: 
Jan Bindewald 
Joe Bowen 
Jim Bowman 
Charles Bruns 
Jean Campbell 
Steve Dennison 
Dennis Dowell 
Sherri Enke 
Carroll Franklin 
Dennis Garrett 
Emma Harvey 
Beverly Hershey 
Anna Hoarzey 
Jeanne Hoffmeister 
Ken Hoffmeister 
Marilyn Holmes 
Thomas Hseih 
Debbie Ireland 
Cyndi Johnn 
Karen Jones 
Tracy Kaylor 
Kratzer Family 
Nikolas Fullenkamp 
John Lott 
Brody McKenzie 
Amber McVeigh 
Louis Metcalf 
Joe Mattix 
Nicole Merschman 
Calvin Meyer 
Bonnie Meyers 
Bob Morawitz 
Tom Morrison 

F&F Sheri Needham 
Richard Newberry 
Pauline Nichols 
Randy Nielsen  
  & Family 
Donna Orr 
Dennis Pohlpeter 
Nick Rhode/Jessica 
Steve Rube I 
Nick Reuther 
Robert Schlapia 
Oweda Schneider  
Jim Settles 
Bambi Smith 
Braylyn Stevens 
Serena Vincent  
 

Long-Term  
Concerns: 
Sam Cook-Ransdell 

Melba Crago 

Helena Dauma 

Tony Dixon 

Dennis Dowell 

Sue Dowell 

Daniel Drago 

Toni Gaylord 

Beverly Gobble 

Ora Halferty 

Terri Hampton 

Chase Harkey 

Mandy Helenthal 

Randy Herbert 

Charles Kratzer 

Olivia Nord 

Beverly Oge 

Barb Peitz 

Dan Ramsey 

Cody Raines 

Bill Seyb 

Ardelle Skillern 

Kielly Vermazen 

Frances Vikturek 

Mary Ward 

Shawna Williamson 
 

Military: 
Adam Baker 
Shane Bowman 
Allen Graydon 
Jody Ross 
Shawn Schneider 
Jared Watson 
All Veterans 



March 8, 2020 

Shut ins: John Peitz 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Dan Darley 

Deacon: Betsy Darley 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Jeanne Hogan 

Deacon: Gerry Pohlpeter 

Liturgist: Dianna Wilson 

Usher: David Smith 

Communion Prep 

Dan Darley 

& Betsy Darley 

Fellowship Angels 

Alice Bowen 

& Linda Smith 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Gerry Pohlpeter 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Shut ins: Dianne Hope 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

Elder: Tim Wondra 

Deacon: Vicki Lair 

10:15 am Traditional Service 

Elder: Tim Wondra 

Deacon: Jana Hubbs 

Liturgist: .Linda Smith 

Usher: David Smith 

Communion Prep 

Vicki Lair 

Fellowship Angels 

Myrthe & Marjolein van der Linden 

& Kelli Metcalf 

Coffee Bar Set Up 

Gerry Pohlpeter 



Ruth Allen Circle will meet Saturday, March 7th in the Church 

Library at 10:00. Linda Smith will be the hostess and have the 

devotion. The Food Pantry items are personal care items and are 

listed on the wall by the grocery cart.  

Remember to put Saturday, March 14th on your calendars. We 

need baked goods for the Bake Sale at 9:00 and Pies for the 

Soup Lunch served at 11:30 to 1:30.  

The Soup Lunch menu this year is: Chile & Chicken noodle soup, 

made rites & Hot Turkey sandwiches. Plus lots of desserts. 

Hope you will be able to attend and help make this CWF 

Fundraiser a success. 

See you at Circle,  

Juanita Anderson Ruth Allen Circle Leader 

Wednesday, March 11, we serve a Lenten Luncheon at 11:45 at 

the Presbyterian Church. Followed by a program that will begin at 

12:10 p.m. Proceeds from the donations for the meal will go to 

help cover the cost of unpaid lunch accounts at our local schools.  

March 14th is our Soup Lunch and Bake Sale. It’s time for us to 

decide what we want to bake. Every one has such great ideas and 

brings the BEST baked goods!!! 

Make plans to come for lunch.  Or order early and take it home. 

And don’t forget to bring your baked good for the sale. 

See you there, 

CWF 



by Pastor Leslie Anne Dalstra 

This year our theme for Lent is “wilderness.” The wilderness 

evokes images that are untamed, trying and dangerous. 

Sometimes we seek out the wilderness as a way to get away 

from the distractions of our day, to clear our heads and 

connect once again with God. Not all of our wilderness 

experiences are of our choosing. Sometimes the wilderness 

finds us. We can imagine prolonged chronic illnesses as 

wilderness moments, or waiting for diagnosis as a wilderness 

moment. Periods of transformation are also considered to be 

wilderness moments. Families, businesses, and even 

congregations go through wilderness seasons. 

When we decide to make a substantive change in our lives, 

to move forward and start something new, we enter into a 

wilderness moment. The most telling wilderness moment is 

the story of the Exodus. Liberation does not happen 

overnight. It takes the community 40 years to change their 

mindset, to let go, to imagine something new and to live into 

it. Substantive change takes effort and the help of God.  

Lent begs the question, where is God in your wilderness 

moments? When you are journeying home, or to a new 

unexplored land, where is God? When relationships are 

strained, when burdens become unbearable, where is God? 

This season’s psalms offer this assurance: 

Psalm 32 offers “You are a hiding place for me; you preserve 

me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of 

deliverance.” (Psalm 32:7)  

(Continued on back) 



(cont.) Psalm 23 offers “Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 

and your staff – they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4)  

Psalm 121 we read “I lift my eyes up to the hills – from 

where will my help come? My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2) 

There is no wilderness too dangerous or wild for God. God is 

with us no matter what, present with us in our journey. Just 

as the Spirit led Jesus through his 40 days and nights in the 

wilderness, know that God is with you in this Lenten 

wilderness.  

If there are any children or youth considering baptism, please 

contact Pastor Leslie.  There is still time this Lenten season to 

schedule some classes to prepare the candidate for baptism 

on Easter Sunday. 

Any Graduating students wanting a chance to receive the 

scholarship from the First Christian Church will need to do the 

following:  

 Fill out the application. 

 Submit two letters of recommendation from the church 

community.  

 Be an active member of our church.  
 

One scholarship will be awarded to the most qualified student. 

Please return completed application and two letters of 

recommendation to the Church Office no later than May 1st. 



First Christian Church 

608 10th Street 

Fort Madison, IA 52627 


