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to learn more  

about the church  

and its activities. 

by Pastor Leslie 

(Realizing that not everyone receives my 

weekly messages by email, I have decided 

to repeat some of the content from a 

weekly eblast in this article, in order to 

reach our wider audience.) 

We are over half way through the season 

of Easter, a time of celebrating the 

resurrection of Jesus.  On Pentecost, which 

falls this year on May 31st, we celebrate 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The book of Acts 

and the epistles reveal what it looks like 

when the wind of the Spirit sweeps through 

communities.  Making space for adaptation 

and changes, as the church grows by leaps 

and bounds. 

The community that forms holds core 

values that anchor them when conflict 

arises.  One of the anchors is generosity.  

In Acts 2:42-47, we learn that the 

community in Jerusalem was open to using 

their resources, both gifts and talents, to 

spread the Good News.    



We are called to be good stewards of all that God has given us.  

To use our talents to share the love of God with others.  I invite 

you to consider how your gifts can be used to benefit our 

community (both within our congregation and beyond). 

Where might your gifts and talents be best used for our 

community?  Each activity we do as a congregation forms our 

faith and draws us closer to God. Together we build up the 

community and are called to offer a warm welcome to new 

people, practicing radical hospitality.  So that means we should 

always be engaged in ministry that welcomes in. 

Consider what activities give you a sense of energy.  Those areas 

are usually the places where we are called to serve.  Often, we 

get stuck in a rut and work in areas that drain our energy which 

leads to a buildup of resentment.  Sabbath rest is always good if 

we have gotten to a place of burnout, however it does not mean 

that our gifts are no longer needed.  In these moments we are to 

rest and discern, much like a tree hibernates, building a strong 

root foundation, once the rest is over, we need to be able to 

engage in new ways.  Healthy community is open to innovation, 

to adaptation, and a willingness to roll up our sleeves and get to 

work.  This pandemic has taught us that we can be the church in 

challenging times, adapting and learning how maneuver around 

barriers.  Prayerful consider how it is your gifts and talents can 

best support our community.   

The Fort Madison Food Pantry currently needs canned goods, 

peanut butter, and macaroni and cheese. They are open on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to noon and 

from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. You may drop your donations off at 

the back door of their building, located across the street from 

McDonald's.  



Christian Church in the Upper Midwest 

May 1, 2020 

Dear Church, 

As of this coming Sunday, May 3, I will not have been inside 

a church building in two months. It is a strange feeling. From 

birth to age 18 I attended church services 3-times each week, 

almost without exception. From age 18 to 68 I have not missed 

two Sundays in a row to be present in worship, except on a 

couple of very rare occasions. For seven years, during college 

and seminary, I was in chapel services every weekday. And, for 

over four decades my primary work location has been in a local 

or regional church building. For most of my life, I likely have 

been haunted by Hebrews 10:25: "…do not neglect meeting 

together, as is the habit of some, but encourage one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day approaching." 

The reality is I have not, as you have not, neglected to meet 

together. Our gatherings have been in ways the author of the 

Epistle to the Hebrews never imagined—online, live stream, 

digital, Zoom, email, websites, Face Book, You Tube, and that 

almost out of date gadget called the telephone. It is remarkable 

how you, the church, have responded to the need we have to 

"be in church" as the COVID-19 pandemic ravages the world. In 

less than two weeks, congregations transitioned from gathered 

congregations of individuals and families, to various forms of 

digital gatherings. Something many of us thought would never 

work. Until, church had to be a digital church, or not gather 

as church. Our decisions to gather digitally were not made from 

fear, but out of love for the well-being of each other—friend and 

stranger alike. 

It seems, for many, roughly 50 days of sheltering in place, 

staying at home, and social distancing is enough.  



 

Understandably small business owners want to open their 

shops, restaurants and factories. We are reaching Great 

Depression levels of unemployment. Our state governments are 

running out of money. Our first responders and hospital staff 

are overwhelmed and exhausted. And yet, this latter group of 

health care professionals, the very ones who are putting their 

lives on the line daily for all the rest of us, are asking—in some 

cases pleading with us to not start gathering in groups larger 

than ten. The COVID-19 virus can quickly make a rebound and 

the results could be devastating. 

Our regional church embraces four states. Each state has a 

different "re-opening plan." 

And, there is the general re-opening plan from the CDC, with 

guidelines for religious communities, in three progressive 

phases. Each congregation should read and follow the CDC 

Guidelines, which can be found at the following link: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/

reopen-guidance.html 

Congregations should also be aware of state, county and city 

guidelines that may be added due to COVID-19 hot spots, such 

as in Sioux City. And in Black Hawk County Iowa, where the 

medical directors of two medical centers and the county sheriff 

are pleading with residents to stay home. 

Over the past 47 years I valued having a spouse who has 50 

years of experience as a registered nurse. One of the things 

she has taught me is when it comes to public health I should 

listen primarily to the medical professionals. A few days ago, I 

was in a Zoom meeting with Dr. Megan Srinivas, an internal 

medicine and infectious disease medical doctor from Fort 

Dodge, Iowa. One person in the meeting asked: How soon can 

churches gather for worship? Dr. Srinivas responded: No one 

knows for sure. We do not have enough test data to estimate a 

date, and it will vary from area to area.  



 

But, in general not before the first of June, and that date holds 

only if all the reopening plans go well. 

Another group of individuals I have learned to value over the 

past 18 years are my colleagues in regional ministry. We have 

been meeting weekly, via Zoom, since early-March to discuss 

and pray about our church's response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. A letter from the College of Regional Ministers was 

sent to the church yesterday. You may read it at this 

link: https://files.constantcontact.com/ea43e848501/a6102c9e-

7053-4c56-8a29-af1a0ca3e00a.pdf . 

General Minister Terri Hord Owens also sent a letter to 

the church today regarding re-opening congregations, along 

with important links to read. I recommend you read and 

carefully consider her word to the church, which can be found at 

this link: https://disciples.org/from-the-gmp/general-minister-

and-president-on-re-opening-congregations/ 

Finally, in most of our congregations, many, if not all 

congregants, fall into the category of those most vulnerable to 

the coronavirus. As church we are called to care for the most 

vulnerable, and therefore, I ask of our pastors and 

congregational leaders, before you decide to meet in person for 

worship, please be prepared to meet the CDC guidelines. And in 

prayer, dialogue and love, consider the collective wisdom of 

what is best for all who gather as followers of Jesus. 

I pray continually for our congregations in the Upper Midwest. I 

look forward to the day we gather as one regional church, and 

each of our congregations gather around the Lord's Table in 

person. Until that day, may the grace and peace of Christ be 

with you all. 

Be safe & be well, 

John M. Richardson 

Interim Regional Minister 
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