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Your gift to the Easter Offering helps bring 

life, love, and learning through the 

general ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). Ministries that 

receive funding from the Easter Offering 

include: the Center for Faith and Giving, 

Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic 

Ministries, Communication Ministries, 

Council on Christian Unity, Hope 

Partnership for Missional Transformation, 

Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 

Disciples Home Missions, Disciples 

Women, Division of Overseas Ministries/

Global Ministries, Higher Education and 

Leadership Ministries, National Benevolent 

Association, National Convocation, North 

American Pacific/Asian Disciples, Office of 

the General Minister and President, and 

Treasury Services. 

If you would like to donate to the Easter 

Special Offering, please mail your 

donation to the church and mark your 

check or envelope that it is for that 

purpose.  Thank you. 



by Pastor Leslie 

Resurrection is a story worth sharing.  While grieving the loss of 

Jesus, Mary Magdalene and two of the disciples, journey to the tomb 

early in the morning.  Mary remains in the garden while the two men 

return home.  In her grief Jesus comes to her and calls her by name.  

Consoled by the risen Lord, Mary goes to share the Good News with 

the disciples.  This is part of our shared calling!  To be mindful of all 

the empty tomb moments in our lives and in the life of our 

community.  When death has attempted to leave us in fear and be 

the final word.   

We are not called to remain and hold onto, but to look for what God 

can do with what we have today.  Empty tomb moments are any 

moment when we see no way out, when it appears that there is a 

dead end, or when we refuse to do something new.  In moments of 

transition it is easy to want to hold onto what was and is no longer.  

With all our cancelations, adjustments and postponements, you may 

find that you are anxiously waiting to get back to life as it was before 

the pandemic.  While we all are in this space, I invite you to create 

space today for moments of seeking out God’s presence.  To see how 

God can help you to overcome what you are grieving and holding 

onto today. 

One thing I am missing is good conversation with friends. When I 

lived in El Paso, I had breakfast with two friends every Friday.  We 

now all three live in different states.  Two weeks ago, we started 

meeting again on Friday for coffee through virtual space.  It has been 

a wonderful practice.  I now anticipate and look forward to our time 

together each week.   

Resurrection living invites us to be open and adventurous.  It does 

not negate grief or loss but helps us to move through with the 

assurance that God journeys with us.  In these trying times, we are 

invited to embody the faith of our community; to reach out to your 

neighbors, friends or family.  Seek out moments of joy and hope each 

day.   If anyone is in need of pastoral counseling please call me to set 

up a time to talk.  Know that I hold you all in my prayers! 



Pastor Leslie is posting daily devotions and meditations on our 

church’s Facebook page and on our church’s YouTube channel. 

Join Pastor Leslie for a book study of Barbara Brown Taylor’s 

book Learning to Walk in the Dark starting on April 19th.  

“Follow Barbara Brown Taylor on her journey into darkness, 

which takes her into wild caves, underground nightclubs, 

subterranean chapels, and unlit cabins in the woods on nights 

with no moons.  With her characteristic charm and insight, Taylor 

is our guide through a spirituality of the nighttime, teaching us 

how to find God – or let God find us – even when it is dark, and 

giving us a way to let darkness teach us we most need to know.” 

 The class will be held through a Zoom conference on-line.  

Please purchase the book and email Pastor Leslie to let her know 

you wish to participate and get reading! 

We will meet from 3-4 p.m. on the following Sunday afternoons: 

April 19: Who’s Afraid of the Dark? And The Fear of the Lord 

April 26: Hampered by Brilliance and The Dark Emotions 

May 3: The Eyes of the Blind and Entering the Stone 

May 17: The Dark Night of the Soul, Working with Darkness and 

Our Lady of the Underground 



The Salvation Army provides food to students for weekends.  This 

program has been ongoing and with the recent stay at home 

directives related to the Covid-19 pandemic, the need has rapidly 

increased.  They are now packing twice the amount of weekend 

meals since the beginning of the year from a routine number in the 

county of approximately 600 weekend meals to over 1300.  The Fort 

Madison packages are being distributed on Fridays in conjunction 

with the Fort Madison Community School provided student 

meals.  The weekend package includes breakfast foods, 

microwaveable meals, fruits and vegetables. 
 

Most of the food comes through Iowa Food Banks and other suppliers 

working in conjunction with the Salvation Army and just like local 

grocery stores, the demand has increased well beyond routine needs 

leading to some shortages. 
 

At this time, there is a need that I would like to challenge the 

members of our congregation to help with---- granola or breakfast 

bars and ramen noodles.  Checks or cash, of course, are also 

welcome.  Checks can be made out to Salvation Army and mailed to 

their office at 1415 Ave M, Fort Madison.  Please include a reference 

to weekend meals, 
 

If you are able and willing to shop, you could purchase a few boxes 

of ramen noodles or granola bars and drop these off to the Salvation 

Army at the Dimond Center (same address as above) Monday 

through Friday 10 am to 3 pm.  I have found that using the west 

side door is the best entrance.  We could also drop these off at the 

Church during regular office hours which are: 

 Monday 9:00—4:30, Tuesday 9:00—12:00,  

Wednesday 9:00—12:00,  and Thursday 9:00—12:00   

I will pick up and deliver. 
 

If you would prefer to have me shop for you I would be very willing 

to do that.  Just call Dianne Hope and we can make arrangements 

for payment and delivery to the Dimond Center.  
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